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March 26, 1973 GEORGE E. BEST 
VICE PRESIDENT 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR "------------ 
BY CERTIFIED MAIL STRICTLY 

.W. John D. Bryan, CONFI9ENTI.U 
Conoco Chemicals  
Continental O i l  Company t 

\ 
?ark E i g h t y  -l%za Zast 
Saddle B r o o k ,  New Jersey 07562 \ 

Dear .%. Bryan: 

T h i s  l e t t e r  is  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  t h e  management  c o n t a c t  f o r  
t h e  v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  r e s e a r c h  Groject of e a c h  of  t h e  2 0  s p o n s o r -  
i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  aP Chemicals I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i m i t e d  ( E n g l a n d )  
h a v i n g  j u s t  j o i n e d  i n  s u c h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  copies  
i n  e a c h  case a s  i n d i c a t e d .  

As t h e  t e c h n i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  a w a r e ,  if 
t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n d i c a t i o n s  from a n i m a l  e x p o s u r e  t es t s  u n d e r  t h e  
E u r o p e a n  p r o j e c t  s h o u l d  be f u r t h e r  c o n f i r m e d ,  a possible  tox ic-  
i t y  problem c o u l d  be p r e s e n t e d .  

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  o n e  of t h e  s p o n s o r s  has  
f o u n d  s u p p o r t  among several  o thers  c o n t a c t e d  i n f o r m a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  f i n d i n g s  
from t h e  MCA-adminis te red  program j u s t  a b o u t  t o  ge t  u n d e r  w a y  
w o u l d  be much e n h a n c e d  if U.S. Government  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w e r e  
i n c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  i n  i t s  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  probably i n  a n  
advisory  r o l e .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  r e a s o n i q  d e r i v e s  from t h e  i n -  
e v i t a b l e  s u s p i c i o n  a b o u t  r e s u l t s  of research managed  s o l e l y  by 
p a r t i e s  a t  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a h i g h l y  p r e c a u t i o n -  
a r y  r e a c t i o n .  

T h e r e  i s  a l so  the  aspect of moral o b l i g a r i o n  n o t  t o  w i t h -  
ho ld  f r o m  t h e  Governmenr: s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a v i n g  o c c u p a -  
t i o n a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e l e v a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of 
i n d u s t r y  t a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  ra ther  t h a n  a t  some l a t e r  t i m e  
h a v i n g  t o  d e f e n d  a n o t h e r  c o u r s e .  

S u c h  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Government  i n  a m e a n i n g f u l  
.? w a y  w o u l d  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n v o l v e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of 
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k n o w l e d g e ,  w h i c h  i m p o r t a n t l y  i n c l u d e s  E u r o p e a n  data  d isc losed  
o n  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  basis t o  a s s i s t  i n  c o o r d i n a t e d  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  
MCA program. 
p l a c e s  before you i s  t o  s e e k  p e r m i s s i o n  from t h e  E u r o p e a n  p r o j e c t  
s p o n s o r s  t o  release t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  fo r  t h e  p u r p o s e  i n d i c a t e d ,  
a n d  i n d e e d  t o  i n v i t e  them t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  

The second a s p e c t  of t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h i s  l e t t e r  

Coming so s o o n  a f t e r  o u r  l i a i s o n  has become e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
you  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  h i g h l y  s e n s i t i v e ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  
i s  f u l l  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e  o p e n l y  
released s h o u l d  be w e l l  s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  

What is  i n  m i n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  is  t h a t  no more t h a n  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  company t o p  e x e c u t i v e s  a r r a n g e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
proposal  w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t  h e a d s  of E u r o p e a n  p r o j e c t  company 
s p o n s o r s .  

T o  save u n n e c e s s a r y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  t h i s  l e t t e r  is b e i n g  
s e n t  by c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  t o  e n s u r e  i t s  r e a c h i n g  y o u ,  a n d  no r e p l y  
is ca l led  f o r  i f  y o u  c o n c u r  i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  I f  you  s h o u l d  h a v e  
a n y  comments o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  be t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  may I 
please have them b y  A p r i l  6.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

cc: Dr. R .  W. Gerwig 
blr. Flynt Kennedy 
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