
IN DUSRIES 

m. 7 1973 
Route T= prCe. J .  bindlinger 

Mr. R. H. Blair 
Mr. A. G .  DeMarco 
Return t o  W .  R. Harris 

FlUlI: 

Location: 

subca: 

! 

W. R .  Harris 

7 West - General Office 
TCA-VCM Epidemiological 
Progress Report ' 

Attached is the l a t e s t  VCM epidemiological progress report. 
This w i l l  keep you somewhat updated on the progress of th is  

You will note  i n  teb's  l e t t e r  that he mentioned the Lake 
Charles plant i s  providing this  information to TCA as they 
have requested. 
second paragraph of Zeb's l e t t e r  that &ey are gathering 
data on exposures and maintaining records on the amount of tine each ernployee spends in the VCM plant a t  Lake Charles 
and he notes that  this was previously suggested for Caribe 
on his last v i s i t  there.  

You w i l l  a l so  note i n  the last sentence, 

A r e  w e  now following t h i s  procedure? 

Please advise. 

mg 

Attach. 

W. R. Harris 

SL 072174 



Attached i s  the ixogress re;crt from TCA on the e p i d e T i c l o g i c a l  
We wore ncci i ied  

that our operation a t  Caribe is one of tnose {or which the expc- 
sure period i s  COO short to be of any vaiue ro the epidemioLo5jctl  
study and has been deleted, 
requested to provide infcrrrztion t o  TCA and they w a n t  to  have the 
plant f i l l  out a form qu-escionnaire or ?emit them to microfik 
the recozds. 
employee i f  they micrcfiilnec the employment records. 
has decided t o  fill out rhe questionnaire i n  l i e u  of the micro- 
film route. 

You can see that rhe data requested from industry i s  not always 
:availdble which does nct c m e  as a surprise since vinyl chloride 

'study €or the pe:loc G.ugusc SO-October i2, 1973. 

The Lake Charles plant  has been 
. 

atere w u l d  be no contact or discussion with tire 
Lake Charles 

-"* .  

** 

. -: - *  . . 

was thought to have low toxicity. 
--data on exposures and maintein records on the amount of t i m e  
each employee spends i n  the VCM plants a t  Lake Charles and this 
was previously suggested for  Caribe on my last v i s i t  there, 

l t A  w a n t s  some guidance on following of terdnated employees. 

- - .  driver's licenses a d  see hcw productive this is. Since the 
population under study is gcing to be very small, w e  shorrl:! 
dete-ne how many of the wcrkers are still a E v e  to make the  

. *  * . study most meaningful. Thcse terminaced employees who have 
died dU, present another challenge since it w i l l  be necessary 
to  establish the cause of deith. 
Contact the terminated, retired einployees direcrly unless w e  zre 
W L l l i n g  t o  indicate t o  h i m  the reason for his being contacted.  
This becomes even more complicated when one seeks in€ormation 
f r o m  relatives of past enplcyecs who have subsequently died. I 
fee l , that  w e  have very much c t  stzko anc a very thorough survey 
of the emplcyee's scstcs is inaicacee alchough there &re s0rr.e 
potential problems t ha t  may arise i f  the approach i s  not w e l l  
rhaught out. 
w h a t  risk. 

We are continuing.to gather . .  . .  

IF. would be my opinion that they take the approach of checking 

I do not think that we should 

In other words, we neec! t h e  information but a t  

cc: R. E. Eaxna 

RECElVED ' 
C:T 26 1973 
CAR ISE a. R. b r r i s  . . 

J. L. l4acMillan/L. F. Szqer t  

SL 072175 



October 24, 1973 

- L  . .  .. 

To: TECHNICAL TASK GROUP ON VINYL CHLORIDE RESEARCB 

Subject: Tabershaw-Cooper Associates, Inc .  
Progress Report No. 2 for Period 
August  20 - October 11, 1973 

Gentlemen : 

D i s t r i b u t e d  h e r e w i t h  is  the subject report .  

P l e a s e  note their  request €or possible MCA 
'. : guidance on the persistence of follow-up efforts on 

terminated employees, and be prepared to express your 
views on this problem. 

. . .  

Sincerely, - 

.- 

Staff Representative 
Technical Task Group on 

Vinyl Chloride Research 

XDJ:mb 

Enclosure 

CC : Dr. D. P. Duffield 
Mr. D. M I  Elliott 
Dr. Tiziano Garlanda 

SL 072176 
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* PROGRESS REPORT 

October 15, 1973 

Prepared by 

Tabcrshaw-Cooper Associaccs, fnc. 
2 180. H i  Lvia 

Bcrkclcy. Uti iornLa 90704 

SL 072177 


