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An e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  conducted  by Tabershaw/Cooper f o r  
hows v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  w o r k e r s ,  i n  t h e  a g g r e q a t e ,  e x p e r i e n c e  

d e a t h  r a t e s  from all c a u s e s  t h a t  compare f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  o t h e r  U.S.  
male i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s .  T h i s  i s  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  nov w e l l -  
r e c o g n i z s d  r i s l c  of a n g i o s a r c o n a  of t h e  l i v e r  among such  w o r k e r s .  
rhe o n l y  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s p e c i f i c  mor- 
t a l i t y  r a t i o s  ippearcc l  where r e ? o r t e d  d e a t h  r a t e s  were lower t h a n  
t h a t  o f  the g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Al though a l l  p r e v i o u s l y  known cases o f  angiosarcoma of t h e  
l i v e r  among t h e  s t u d y  p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  p i cked  u p ,  no new cases of 
t h i s  disease were i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  The  i n c i d e n c e  of 
o t h e r  cancers among v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  w o r k e r s ,  as a c lass ,  d i d  n o t  
d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from t h a t  of t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The re  
d i d  a p 2 e a r  t o  b e  r e l a t i v e  increases i n  d e a t h s  f rom cancer of t h e  
r c s ? i r a t o r y  t r a c t  and b r a i n  amonq worke r s  w i t h  long  h i s t o r i e s  of 
heavy e x p o s u r e  t o  v i n y l  c h l o r i d e ,  a s  compared w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t e r -  
: a r t s  hav ing  s h o r t e r  o r  less s e v e r e  e x p o s u r e s .  The a u t h o r s  
h s c r i b e d  no s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  s m a l l  number of cases 
invo lved  i n  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  

These  resu l t s  were r e p o r t e d  May 1 0  by D r .  I r v i n g  2 .  Tabershaw 
t o  a mee t ing  h e l d  unde r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of t h e  N e w  York Academy Of 
S c i e n c e s  (NYAS). I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  s t u d y  8 , 3 8 4  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  
employees of t h e  VZ/PVC i n d u s t r v  w e r e  ident i f ied  and t h e  vital 
s k a t u s  OE 7 ,128  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d .  Anong t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  352 
d e a t h s  had occurred d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y  a n d ,  of t h e s e ,  
d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  had  been  o b t a i n e d  on  3 2 8 .  

The NY-AS m e e t i n g  on  VC/PVC g e n e r a t e d  no new da ta  t h a t  would 
alter o u r  j i ldgnent  as t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o r  e x t e n t  of  t h e  v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  
problem e i t h e r  as  a workplace  o r  community a tmosphere  c o n t a n i n a n t .  
;ie?orts w e r e  n o t a b l e  f o r  t!ieir f a i l u r e  t o  t r y  t o  q u a n t i t a t e  w o r k e r  
e s 2 o s u r e  l eve l s .  3r. Hammond, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  American Cancer  S o c i e t y ,  
e x 2 r e s s e d  h i s  v i ew t h a t ,  on p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e ,  VCM c a r c i n o g e n e s i s  
d i d  n o t  a p 2 e a r  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a major o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  ?roblcm. 
l i a j o r  p o l i c y  ? o i n t s  raised by government  and l a b o r  spokesmen were 
t h z  need f o r  g r e a t e r  i n i t i a t i v e  on t h e  ? a r t  of i n d u s t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  
h a z a r d s  and ? r e v e n t  such  i n c i d e 9 t s  b e f o r e  t h e y  o c c u r ,  and f o r  
c o v a r z n e n t  a u t h o r i t y  ( s u c h  3s would be  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  Tox ic  
Subs tances  Act) t o  r e q u i r e  such ste?s  by i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  absence  
o f  3dsqua te  v o l u n t a r y  e f f o r t s .  
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E a r l i z r ,  w e  had announced t h a t ,  i n  v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  exposure  
tzsts b e l n g  conducted  unde r  :4CA c o n t r a c t  a t  I n d u s t r i a l  BIO-TEST 
L a b o r a t o r l e s ,  I n c . ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  appearance 
of ang iosa rcomas  i n  mice exposed  t o  v i n y l  c h l o r l d e  l e v e l s  of 50 ??m 
or h i g h e r .  

The an ima l  ex?osure  s t u d y  i s  c o n t i n u i n g ,  and f u r t h e r  v i n y l  
c h l o r i d e  t e s t i n g  i s  under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
af no d e t e c t a b l e  l i m i t  (1 ppm) i n  t h e  workp lace  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  j,, 
X H A  !lay 1 0  i n  t h e  Federal  Reg i s t e r .  Comments t o  C)SH.A regard lng  
t h i s  p roposed  s t a n d a r d  must  b e  Fostmarked n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  June 1 3 .  

-4 proposed  oerrnanent s taZC 

* * *  

The Ways and ?leans Committee o r d e r e d  r e p o r t e d  o n  A p r i l  30 
an  e n e r g y  t a x  b i l l ,  H . R .  14462, which is e x p e c t e d  t o  come up 
b e f o r e  t he  House Xules  Committee t h e  week o f  May 1 3 .  

The b i l l ,  as approved  by t h e  Ways and Means Committee 
c o n t a i n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i n c i p a l  p r o v i s i o n s :  

1. O i l  and G a s  D e p l e t i o n  Phase -9u t .  The p e r c e n t a g e  de-  
p l e t i o n  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  o i l  afid g a s  w e l l s  would be nhased o u t  over  
a t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d .  However, a 1 5  p e r c e n t  d e p l e t i o n  a l lowance  
would be p e r m i t t e d  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 7 9 ,  a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of t h e  
t a x p a y e r ,  f o r  one of  t h e  f o l l o w i n q :  

( a )  The f i r s t  3 , 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  F e r  d a y  produced  p e r  p roduce r ,  
( b )  Wells producincj 1 0  b a r r e l s  p e r  d a y  o r  less ( s t r i p p e r  

( c )  P r o d u c t i o n  from w e l l s  located n o r t h  of  t h e  Arctic C i rc l e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  n a t u r a l  g a s ,  t h e  p r i c e  o f  which i s  f e d e r a l l y  

w e l l  o p e r a t i o n s ) ,  

r e g u l a t e d  below t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  p r i c e  o f  o i l  h a v i n g  a n  e q u i v a l e n t  
B t u  c o n t e n t ,  would be exempt f rom t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  d e p l e t i o n  phase- 
o u t .  

2 .  "Windfa l l  P r o f i t s . "  A " w i n d f a l l  p r o f i t s "  t a x  i n  t h e  
n a t u r e  of a n  e x c i s e  t ax  would be  imposed on t h e  e x c e s s  of t h e  
p r i c e  per  b a r r e l  of d o m e s t i c a l l y  produced c r u d e  o i l  above a 
b a s e  p r i c e .  The t a x  would b e  imposed a t  g r a d u a t e d  ra tes  from 
1 0  t o  85 p e r c e n t .  The t a x  would be  phased o u t  over f i v e  y e a r s .  
The  t a x  would n o t  a p p l y  t o  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p r o f i t s  plowed Sack 
i n t o  new e x p l o r a t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  

3 .  F o r e i g n  D e p l e t i o n  Allowance.  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  d e p l e t i o n  
a l l o w a n c e  would be  e l i m i n a t e d  r e t r o a c t i v e  t o  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 7 4 ,  
on f o r e i g n  p r o d u c t i o n  of  o i l  and g a s .  

4 .  I n v e s t m e n t  C r e d i t .  T h e  s even  p e r c e n t  i n v e s t m e n t  
c r e d i t  would b e  e l i m i n a t e d  f o r  o i l  e x p l o r a t o r y  and d r i l l i n g  
equipment  u s e d  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  exc-eDt f o r  " -  
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  waters g e n e r a l l y  n e a r  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes .  

CMA 070528 
T * T -  . - -  

-Tx -_ I -  . 


