
ff2 The VCH Research Coordinators TfG met a t  the Dow Chemical o f f i c e s  i n  
Washtngton, DC, on September 17.29JO ., ,tOz..dftcuss the Environmental Health 
Associates' proposal to updrt4 .t&&r%JNu+oper Equitable-Envi+b-m 
Health- YCM/PYC study. -L-.. ---u . ..-*- 
The main intekest In doing this qnrcn-ycar follow-up fs to concentra te  the 
effort on the whereabouts o f  t h e  orfg'fn'hl' (lm2) 'cohort and for those that dfed  to detcnnfne  their cause  o f  death.  

\ 

,.  
The T/G r#omnended support o f  the proposal ,  and cost sharing on a pto-rata 
b a s i s  was also recomnended. The t o t a l  1979 nameplate capacfty would be used 
f o r  VCn. The pounds o f  PVC and other uses of VCM would also be used t o  get 
t h e  total pounds of  VCM and PYC. This should  cut PPG't cost by about  one- 
half *.he original study. 
To that f f g u r e  w i l l  be added 20 percent cont ingencfes  and t h e  usual CMA 
administratlve fees (IS percent), The total cost  over a two-year perfod 
would be sanewhere around $300,000 ($15QOOO/year), PPG'r costs  should  be 
between $6,000 and $10,000 per year. 

If we can gafn fnformatfon to help i n  f u t u r e  lawsu i t s ,  then this e f f o r t  
would be worthwhile. 

The €HA proposal would cost approx imate ly  5220,000. 

I n  addf t ion  to  the money, ne w i 7 1  have t o  take the o r i g i n a l  l i s t  o f  ind iv idua l s  
subnftted by t h e  Lake Charles plant  and determine the last known whereabouts 
o f  each ind iv fdua l .  
review o f  each worker history for t h e  past seven years will a l so  be required.  
These recocrmendatfons and a b a l l o t  should be forthcoming from CMA in a feu 
weeks. 

I will  need to h e l p  t h e  plants w i t h  t h i s  effort- A 
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As brckground, the XBT Vo4 chronic study had 31 sponsoring companies. THe 
Unfvcrr i ty  O f  L o u f s v f ~ l e  research (3  years o f  support) had only 17 sponsors. 
A l l  U.S. VCX/PVC producers sponsored the or ig ina l  U.S. epfdemiology study. 

Some colaprnfes have stopped production or sold their opcratlons ( i . e . ,  Olin, 
A t  1 f cd , llontanto , UnfroyaI-PVC, and r s e n t l y  Hooker acquired Flrertone’ s 
plast ics  division). 
the follow-up epfdanfology work. 
SO IC1 will be approached for  the follow-up d a b  and p a r t i c l p a t i o n .  

A t  this CMA meeting, the subject of,scttIaent 0 )  the 1BT V U I  study ps raised, 
CHA s t a f f  representatives d i d  not knw-’$V any progress on this between C#U 
and IET. The T/6 recarmended Ur. Ed Frost approach f8T again and suggest a 
se t t lmen t  before the year’s end for an amount around $100,000. Some o f  the 
coapanler wrnt t a  sue IBT, homver,,ths funds t o  support t h i s  effqrt are not - Q 0% te reasons why industry shoul<.gtWwtp avaf lakle.. 
settte nthcr 
detaf l  ; 

CMA w i l l  need the records o f  these cmpanfes to complete 
ICf Amerlcas bought Allled’s PVC operations 

&if%%#&&ksu st t igafnst lBC””ntese .. were discussed ’in- ** 

Other i tems of fnterest were Union Carbide has had one angfosarcoma o f  the 
l i v e r  i n  1980, and B r i t i s h  Petroleum reported four new cases t h f s  year. Shce 
1972, there have been 17 l f v e r  tunorr i n  the U.S. One indivfduat a t  8FG. 
Loutsvi l lc ,  who has I f v e r  cancer i s  s t i l l  a l i v e  four years a f t e r  the  orfgtnat 
diagnosis, 

Dr. M, Johnson, BFG Medical Director, srmmatited t h e  informatfon gafned from 
t h e  Unlversfty of Louisvt l le  research. The only useful clinical chemistry 
$atmeter for anghatcoma was SQPT. The GGPT, SGOT, and alkaline phosphatase,, 
were not useful. R&ttAwre2t-&.:handt onm physfcalt ,. o f  .. q t ~  real value 2 *& according t o  m, John~rf;‘t.-~..~.--~.~. . - -  . -- - 

I previousfy reported the British research on pulmonary function and PYC 
dust, There has been very l itt le action by governmental agenctes on t h f s  
data. There are no know proposed standards t o  be issued f n  the U.S. but 
Canada fs showing some concern. 
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