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EPI0EMIOIXX;TCAL STUDY OF VINYL CHLORIDE WORKERS 

Final Report - A p r i l  15, 1974 

I. SUMMARY 

A h i s t o r i c a l  prospective study of 8384 workers w i t h  occupational expo- 

aura to vinyl chloride revealed a generally favorable mortality experience 

compared with the U. S. male population. 

percent of w h a t  would ba w t e  dinacqm- 

Overall mortali ty vas about 76 

Hcwevar, there waa a oasaaurabla excess of digestive cancers,. especial ly  

liver, reupiratoe cancers, and other mupacified cancers in w h i c h  brain came 

predocpinated. 

lated to  any pDBasure of exposure obtained. 

An excess of buccal cancer WM found, but w a s  apparently unre- 

7 .The study WM begun before the re lat ionship of &qiosarcoma to 

v h y l  chloride exposure w a s  known to TCA, Inc. 

found -ugh the study, however, two w e r e  certified as due to angiosarcoma.- 

Araong the liver cancers 

. Although the is a f i n a l  one for the purposes of the present 

contract, it is incomplete i n  two major areas. AL-U-f  r \ /om.s - 
1. The follow-up rate of 85 percent is r e l a t ive ly  low, and the ?syl i . g  - 

workers not found represent a re la t ive ly  older group whose exposures 

terminated 8- tima ago, providfng a l a t en t  period within which 
# 

malignancies or other chronic conditions dght  have developed. 

A group of about 1500 workers whose exposures occurred up to  

35 years  ago was discovered as the study ended, and are not 

2. 

included. 

s eve r i ty  of the  earlier exposure, could represent a source of 

mortali ty which might change the picture with respect t o  c 

conditions and a f f e c t  the r e l a t ive  mortality. 

This group, by v i r tue  of its age and the  possible 
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