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"™ Unless thers is work underway which I have not discovered, it is evident
that the gaps in our knowledge regarding the bxologlcal effects of VCM will
not soon be filled. Nor is there work underway that is likely to confirm some
vl ibe {uadeincaial work that has already been done.
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o3 Most of the biological and bicchemical work on vinyl chloride that has baen
published is of the ‘'quick and dirty" va.rle:y. Tlis is fine for early and
quick approximaticas but insdequate Jor develogment of soundly based
.trategies aimed at preventing harm to exposed populations.
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I had thought from the research description that Dr, Yan Durren of

New York University was working at identifying the specific carinogenic
agent involved in tumors associated with VCM exposure. He is ddng this
type of work, but with trichloroethylens, not with VCM. Dr. Lloyd Sullivan
at Carnegis-l£ellon is not presently working with VCM, having established
to his satisfaction that the Sprague Dawley zat used by the Dow group,
metabolizes the VCM in a manner similar to that of man, as determined ty
in-vitro tissue block studies with radio laheled material.
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The University of Louisville proposed research is aimed at improving the
early detection of malignancies induced by VCM, It has nct, as far axs Ican
ascertain been subjected to peer review by scientists knowledgable in the
specific areas encampassed by the proposed research,

There are sufficient questions about the pullished work ou reproductive
effects and about the swpposed ch romosome effects to warrant careful
review and evaluation and perhaps some additional studies.

""A'td;zcsent the epidemiological work has amply demmnstrated an association
between high exposures to VCM and an increase in argiosarcoma of the

liver, brain and lung tumors. The Hver tumors are the most evident. All
have been demonstrated in rodents exposed to high concentrations of VCM

The specific mechanism of action, the actusl carcinogenic agent, the effect I
on germ cells in-vivo and whether a threshold for effect exists; none of g
these have been demonstrated satisfacexily. And the present research ou'ortg
is unlikely t5 so dzmonstrate in the foresceable futcre,
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