
November 17, 2006

Dear Librarian,

Percy Julian was one of the most accomplished scientists of the 20th century. His 

innovative research helped unlock the secret chemistry of plants and find treatments 

for the crippling effects of diseases like glaucoma and arthritis. Across the world 

today, millions of people still benefit from steroid medications based on the work 

Julian pioneered.

Although significant, these achievements shine even brighter in light of the daunting 

series of lifelong racial obstacles Julian had to overcome to achieve international 

stature and become director of a major industrial research laboratory, a successful 

entrepreneur, and prominent human rights advocate. On February 6, 2007, NOVA’s 

Forgotten Genius uncovers the life and work of this remarkable and tenacious man 

who achieved success against tremendous odds.

With generous support from the National Science Foundation, we’ve produced this 

library resource kit to accompany the program. The kit, which has been reviewed  

by a national advisory board of public librarians, has been designed for libraries of 

all sizes and visitors of all ages. Use the display sheets to illuminate the contributions 

of scientists of color to our lives and times, or to explore the science of chemistry; 

conduct the activities to help children gain the sense of wonder Julian felt about the 

“natural laboratories” of plants; and engage visitors with handouts that offer doorways 

into Percy Julian’s life and the science that excited him.

We hope you will use this library kit to create programming that helps your 

community gain insight into Percy Julian’s life and how his science changed our 

world. We would love to hear how this kit works for you; please send your comments 

to NOVA_librarykits@wgbh.org. Your feedback will help ensure that future projects 

like this one are interesting and useful to all librarians.

Paula S. Apsell

NOVA Executive Producer

Produced for PBS by the
WGBH Science Unit
125 Western Avenue
Boston
Massachusetts
02134

Telephone 617-300-4340
Fax 617-300-1003
www.pbs.org/nova



Credits
The Forgotten Genius Library Resource 

Kit was produced by the Educational 

Outreach department of the WGBH 

Educational Foundation.

Director, Educational Outreach

Karen Barss

Print Project Director

Sonja Latimore

Associate Editor

Joan Pedersen

Writers

Bennett Singer

Joan Pedersen

Chris Randall

Designers

Gaye Korbet

Tyler Kemp-Benedict

Photo Researcher

Debby Paddock

Illustrator

Tim Jones

Print Production

Lenore Gibson

Advisory Board

Maureen Ambrosino

Central MA Regional Library

Shrewsbury, MA

Mary Ann DeBruin

Oak Park and River Forest High School

Oak Park, IL

Sue McCleaf Nespeca

Kid Lit Plus Consulting

Youngstown, OH

Deb Robertson

Public Programs Office

American Library Association

Chicago, IL

Lisa Sheffield

Transylvania County Library

Brevard, NC

Beth Wright

Fletcher Free Library

Burlington, VT

Funding for NOVA is provided by the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute, the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, and public television viewers.

Major funding for Forgotten Genius is provided by 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the National Science 
Foundation, and the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, with additional funding provided by The 
Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation, the American 
Chemical Society, American Playhouse, and Mr. and 
Mrs. William G. Brown. This material is based upon 
work supported by the National Science Foundation 
under Grant No. 9901978. Any opinions, findings, and 
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this 
material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.

The NOVA television series is produced by WGBH 
Boston, which is solely responsible for its content, and 
distributed by the Public Broadcasting Service.

©2006 WGBH Educational Foundation  
All illustrations © 2006 WGBH. Photo credit: AP Images.

NOVA is a trademark and service mark of the WGBH 
Educational Foundation.

Permission is granted for reproduction of this printed 
material by schools and libraries for educational use 
only. All other rights reserved. Other than as discussed 
above, no part of the Forgotten Genius Library Resource 
Kit may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 
without the prior written permission of the WGBH 
Educational Foundation, 125 Western Avenue, Boston, 
MA 02134.

NOVA is closed captioned and described by the Media 
Access Group at WGBH for viewers who are deaf, hard 
of hearing, blind, or visually impaired. The descriptive 
narration is available on the second audio program (SAP) 
channel of stereo TVs and VCRs. 


