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Isaac Newton wanted to understand light. He used 
a prism to determine that white light is actually 
made up of different colors—or wavelengths—of 
light. When white light enters a prism, its different 
wavelengths are separated and show up as a band  
of colors. The longest wavelengths occur on the  
red end of the spectrum; the shortest reside on  
the opposite end where the violet color appears.

Rainbow
of Light


