The following chart shows some of the
International Phonetic Alphabet symbols and
sounds they represent. Use it to decode the words
found on your “Sound Communication” handout.
The underlined portion of the word represents the
part of the word where the symbol’s sound is
heard. This chart only represents most, but not
all, of the Standard American English IPA sounds.
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CONSONANTS

IPA Symbol

Sample Words

IPA Symbol

Sample Words

b best, skateboard, club P painful, popquiz, stop
d dream, edit, kid t tardy, late, last
g get, agar, tag k locker, basketball, streak
%
\Y very, over, of o B friend, gopher, tough
S
) there, other, smooth >O 0 thought, ether, path
z zone, laser, games S singer, celebrity, bliss
3 treasure, leisure, collage ) shiny, precious, ash
d3 giraffe, agile, jolly tf child, nature, itch
| listserv, blog, cool h hide, aha, cohort
m motion, limber, swim VOWELS
n nothing, emptiness, nada i peek, beat, meek
n bank, earning, bang I pit, kick, sit
r right, wrong, arena € wait, bake, take
j yell, beyond, yep -8 € bed, pet, met
L
w water, quiet, awake >O 4] pad, bat, sat
a dot, pot, father
U took, good, put
u boo, moo, due
o float, moat, broke
5 of, idea, about
A tuck, cup, hub
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Translation Tips

The word using the IPA symbols may not be
the same length or look like the traditional
English spelling of the word.

Example: Photograph is transcribed as
[fotogreef/

As you translate each word, remember that
although some IPA symbols resemble English
letters, they are not pronounced in the same
way. Make sure to use the sound associated with
the IPA symbol listed in this key.

Example: The phonetic word cast is actually
pronounced “cost”

Letters that are not pronounced are
not transcribed.
Example: Note is transcribed as /not/

Some sounds are made with the breath only;
others are made by adding your voice.
Example: In pike, the “p” is created using only
your breath; in bike the “b” sound is created by

adding your voice.

An apostrophe symbol (') indicates where a
word with more than one syllable should be
stressed when spoken. The stress mark should
appear before the stressed syllable.

Example: Classroom is transcribed /'klaesrum/.

Slashes are used to indicate that the characters
contained within them are IPA characters.
Example: Take is transcribed /'tek/.



