“Harvest of Fear” Character Sheets

Role Play & Discussion

Character Sheets

1. A Biotechnology Researcher (animal and plant)

2. A Minister of Agriculture from a Country in Africa

3. A Chemical Company Executive

4. A GMO Food Scientist interested in pharmacology

(The science of drugs, including their composition, uses, and effects)

5. A community leader from a developing country.

6. A member of an environmental activist organization

(Greenpeace)

7. A member of a "radical" environmental activist organization

(Earth Liberation Front)

8. A subsistence farmer from Africa.

9. A corn farmer from the American Mid-West

10. An organic produce farmer from the US.

11. A papaya grower from Hawaii.

12. An American consumer and a Vegan

(you don't eat any animal products)

13.An American consumer and the parent of a child who is highly allergic to peanuts.

14. An American consumer with a large family trying to maximize their food budget. 

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A Bio-Technology Researcher (animal and plant)

You are at the forefront of genetic plant research. You see many benefits of genetically modified organisms. You are opposed to labeling, however you see that it might be useful in the future for public acceptance. People will ask questions about what GMO's are you must be prepared to answer them intelligently. You feel there is no justification for assuming the possibility of cross-pollination between GM plants and their wild relatives to be either undesirable or harmful in principle, you feel that each case needs to be considered on its own merits. You also feel that insect pests cause incredible crop losses every year, resulting in harsh financial setbacks for farmers. You feel with crops engineered to resist pests, growers can avoid such losses and bring their produce to market at less cost. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A Minister of Agriculture from a Country in Africa

You understand that scientists are hard a work trying to genetically add vaccines to tomatoes and bananas. You know traditional vaccines require special facilities to produce and certain areas for storage that are just not available in developing countries. You are understand that these vegetative vaccines can be produced using food processing facilities that are available in many areas of the developing world. You are also concerned about how these crops might affect non-vaccinated crops in the area. You feel that GM crops should be a part of the expanding agricultural development in your country, but you are concerned about it being deployed safely. You think product labeling is important as long as you educate the public about it. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

 “Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A Chemical Company Executive 

You see GMO's are good for the company’s bottom line. You honestly feel that you are doing good in the world through the genetic modification of certain crops. You are able to discuss specific crops and point out the successes your company has had. You definitely do not want your genetically modified products to be labeled. You feel the benefits of bio-technology are many and include providing resistance to crop pests, to improve production and you even recognize this may reduce chemical pesticide usage, Your firm has invested heavily in research and development and naturally you want to recoup your money. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A community leader from a developing country

You are an intelligent and aware leader. You have studied genetically modified crops and you see them as a benefit to your community back home. You don't understand why people are so opposed to GMO's. You could care less about labeling , you just want crops to yield more and nourish more people. You feel it is possible to kill someone with kindness and that could be the result of the well-meaning but misguided attempts by European and American groups that are advising developing countries to be wary of agricultural biotechnology. You feel that it if you take these alarmists warnings to heart countryman will suffer and possibly die. You feel agricultural biotechnology holds great promise for your country where circumstances such as poverty and poor growing conditions make farming difficult. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A GMS Food Scientist - interested in pharmacology 

(The science of drugs, including their composition, uses, and effects )

You feel that GM foods will have great benefits for the worlds poor. You are aware that in developing countries malnutrition is a grave problem, because people often have to rely on a single staple, such as rice, which on its own doesn't supply the compliment of nutrients developing bodies require. Food scientists hope to genetically modify crops to add vitamins and minerals. You know one of the promising crops is "golden rice" which can stimulate our bodies to generate vitamin A. You know in the developing world, vitamin -A deficiency kills 2 million children each year, and another 500,00 become permanently blind. You see GM crops as environmentally friendly' factories' that can mass-produce useful substances like pharmaceuticals. You are not opposed to product labeling but you demand that there needs to be public education about them. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: member of an environmental activist organization: "GREENPEACE" 

You are opposed to any form of genetic crop modification. Your demonstrations are all based on the principle of non-violence. However you see that aggress action is the only way to get the chemical companies attention. You feel that all GMO products should be labeled. You believe strongly that centers of plant diversity are already eroding under the pressure from loss of habitats and the tendency of modern agriculture to rely on a few elite varieties of the most important crops. You are aware that hundreds of thousands of varieties of crop relatives have been lost. You believe the US Government however you understand that we show no inclination to assess risks posed in other parts of the world by crops engineered in the United States.

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: - A member of a "radical" environmental activist organization:

"The Earth Liberation Front"

You are opposed to any means of genetic modification. You are for labeling of GM foods. You know in the US, producers do not have to label GM foods and the result is that you, as a consumer, do not know what you are eating. You are frustrated because you do not have the option of buying foods without GM ingredients in them, because you don't know where they are and what they are in. You will cross virtually any boundary to get your message across. You are very upset that GM crops could harm wildlife. In particular you are upset about the report that 46% of the Monarch butterfly larvae died when feeding on milkweed plants covered with GM corn pollen. You feel that unrelated multiple side effects if these "introduced" genes cannot be predicted in advance and are not always visible or easily detected. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A subsistence farmer from Africa

You are just trying to grow enough crops to feed you hungry family and you would use every tool at your disposal to achieve this. You are essentially and organic farmer although you don't call it that. You don't use chemical pesticides or fertilizers because you cannot afford them. You don't really understand what genetically modified organisms are. You ask questions because you are hungry to learn.. You do not want to be dependent on aid or the distribution of food. You want to be in control of your own destiny.

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A corn farmer from the American Mid-West 

You want to grow genetically modified corn. You have heard about its desirable characteristics. You understand that if a crop boasts its own ability to resist predators then you can use far fewer chemicals. You feel the benefits of biotechnology are many. You submit that biotechnology has been around since early on in human development. Early agrarian people saving seeds of high yielding plants. You make the connection with Gregor Mendel, the father of genetics, cross-pollinating his garden peas. You are against product labeling because you think it would impact on your sales. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: An organic produce farmer from the United States

Your scientific brain can see that there might be a place for genetically modified organisms. However your heart and soul are into using all organic methods of crop production. No herbicides, pesticides or chemical fertilizers are used on your 30-acre vegetable farm. You feel if GMO's are in the marketplace that they MUST be labeled. You understand that the green revolution was immensely successful in increasing crop yields because of the development of high yielding crop varieties and the use of chemical inputs, but this resulted in disruption of many sustainable (organic) agricultural practices. You are very concerned about farmers who use these altered crops risk being caught on a similar treadmill. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: A papaya grower from Hawaii

You have seen 1st hand the good results that can come from genetically modified papayas. You discuss your experience with the papaya ring spot virus. You see hope for other crops and organisms. You are for labeling even though you think it might initially hurt sales, but you insist that the government must set into motion a large-scale awareness and education campaign. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: An American consumer and a vegan and no one in your family eats any animal products

You are very concerned about vegetables in the mainstream marketplace. You find it unbelievable that animal genes would be placed in plants. You are opposed to genetically modified organisms. However you reason that if they must exist that they must also be labeled! You feel that GM technology flies in the face of the cherished principles about the relationship between humanity and nature. You wonder if we have the wisdom to substitute human selection for natural selection. You think about your religious friend who observes Kosher dietary laws, you wonder how they would feel if they knew the tomato they just enjoyed in their salad could carry a pig gene in it. You understand that fear of foods can alter ones sense of well-being. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: An American consumer and the parent of a child who is highly allergic to peanuts and other nuts.

You feel the possibility exists that those genetically modified food crops may unintentionally introduce new allergens into foods. Given that genes can be introduced from unrelated species (fish genes into plant cells etc. ) you argue that the possibilities of allergies might be greater than with traditionally bred crops. You are a staunch supported of product labeling for genetically modified crops. You must be able to discuss the idea that you believe manufactures of genetically modified foods are exposing the public to one of the largest uncontrolled experiments in modern history. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

Name ____________________ Date ____________ Per. ____

“Harvest of Fear” Character & Note Taking Sheet

You are: An American consumer living in a metropolitan area with a large family. You are trying to maximize your food budget.

You don't understand what all the fuss is about. If farmers using these crops can make more food why not. You make the connection to more food and lower prices. You don't think labeling is necessary because if it was necessary you feel the food and drug administration would have put it on the label. You have questions about GMO's and you ask people to explain what the fuss is all about. 

After viewing the video "Harvest of Fear" You will be involved in a group discussion of the information presented. 

You will "role play" as the character described above. View the video and take notes with you characters frame of reference in mind. Use the blank areas on the front and back of this paper to write down questions and information your character will have to know about during the post video role-play discussion.

