
 

 

So in Vietnam: So is 27 years old and resides in a rural village. To earn a living for himself and 
his family, he has a motor taxi business, providing transport to locals. He recently had to sell 
his motorbike to pay for a family medical emergency, leaving him without a source of income. 

Sieng in Cambodia: Sieng lives in rural Cambodia. She has been a silk weaver since she was 
fifteen years old. She sells her finished product to a buyer who then takes it to sell at market in 
Phnom Penh. Usually she is only able to buy enough raw silk to make a few pieces of cloth 
each year. 

Djavid in Azerbaijan: Djavid has been selling men’s shoes for seven years. He began selling 
to acquaintances and friends, and after a while realized that he had a lot of clients. He now 
goes door-to-door to sell shoes in his neighborhood.   

Mercy in Nigeria: Mercy sells medicine. She has been in this business for a long time. Her 
inventory is limited and she does not always have the medicine that her customers request.  

Delger in Mongolia: Delger lives in a central province of Mongolia. He started a small 
carpentry business in 1991. He makes wooden furniture, such as chairs, beds, and tables. His 
clients are mostly from the town where he lives.  

Edina in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Edina lives with her husband in a small village. Her 
husband works for a construction firm. Edina has one cow and she sells milk and milk products 
to increase the monthly income for her household. 



 

 

Marta in Nicaragua: With her life savings, Marta started selling breakfasts starting early in the 
morning at bus stations in the markets of Managua, Nicaragua. She was eventually able to 
build a small stall, where she now sells meals at breakfast, lunch and dinner to customers. 
Over the years, her stall has gotten worn and dirty.  

Mr. Phem in Cambodia: Mr. Phem is 56 years old. He is a musician who is often hired to play 
at ceremonies such as wedding parties and other happy occasions. Each time he is hired, he 
rents musical instruments from a business in town.  

Elisa in Peru: Elisa is a 38-year-old farmer. About five years ago, in addition to other crops, 
Elisa began to plant flowers. These flowers fetch a good price especially around public and 
religious holidays. Elisa would like to expand her flower business, but flowers exhaust the soil 
much more than other crops.  

Narantsetseg in Mongolia: Narantsetseg is 23. She started an office supply and service 
center with only one desktop computer, allowing customers to surf the internet, send faxes and 
correspond using email. Sometimes customers come in who want services she cannot provide, 
like scanning, copying, or printing documents.  

Leticia in Peru: Leticia is 28 and lives with her husband. She sells alpaca wool in a market in 
the city closest to her home. Her wool is of a very high quality, so it sells very quickly. The 
hardest part of her work is walking to the market with her wool. It is very tiring for Leticia to 
carry all the wool to market.  

Juana in El Salvador: Juana runs a general store from her house in San Salvador, El 
Salvador. She has a limited supply of products, and sometimes runs out of favorite items. 



 

 

Kofi in Ghana: Kofi lives in Elmina, Ghana. He melts scrap metals and uses them to 
manufacture coal pots and locally-made ovens. Clement uses his income to pay for rent, utility 
bills and other financial expenses.  
 

Angela in Zambia: Angela started her school business in 1998 with six pupils. School 
enrollment has since grown to 68 pupils, who are packed into tight facilities with insufficient 
textbooks and school supplies for all of them. The school only has two teachers. 

 
 


