
NUREYEV: THE RUSSIAN YEARS

A DAY IN THE LIFE

  

all businesses are owned and run by the government.

everyone's wages are determined and paid to them by the government.

everyone is guaranteed employment and required to work at an assigned job (that is often for a low wage
and could be considered a "dirty job") unless they are children, disabled, or elderly.

owning land is not allowed.

housing is provided by the government and they decide where you will live and what the accommodations
will be. Often two or three generations of a family live in a three-room apartment.

military service is required.

consumer goods are scarce and expensive.

standing in line is a way of life, and the average woman spends two hours shopping and waiting in line
each day.

people must pay in cash for purchases; there are no credit cards, charge accounts, or checking accounts.

the government regulates all travel and can deny people permission to travel within or outside of the
country.

all entertainment is controlled by the government. Athletes and performers are paid by the government;
movies and theater events are produced by the government. While ticket prices allow the masses to attend,
the government controls all content.

all media are controlled by the government, which censors what is written in newspapers, books,
magazines, and other printed literature while controlling radio and television as well.

health care is free, but often is insufficient or requires a long wait.

education is free and required for eight years, but higher educational opportunities are granted only to
those who can qualify by written exam. Those who do not qualify must choose alternate career paths.

freedom of speech, press, assembly, and religion is suppressed by the government. Those who challenge
this can be charged with crimes and sentenced to extensive prison terms or death.

people could be charged with a crime for a wide range of offenses ranging from failing to meet factory
quotas to speaking out against the government.

secret police surveillance is a common practice and methods such as phone taps, bugging devices, video
cameras, and spying on citizens are common practice.

    
Source: Excerpted from the Constitutional Rights Foundation's "Life Under Communism in Eastern Europe" at http://www.crf-
usa.org/bria/bria19_1a.htm.


