
"Anarchists Were Flying In Every
Direction":
A Report by the Chicago Department Of Police
1886

Frdrk. Ebersold, Esqr,
General Superintindent of Police

Sir:

On Tuesday, May 4th, the attention of our department was called to a circular headed, "Revenge," and
also to the fact that an Anarchist meeting was to be held that evening on Randolph Street near
DesPlaines Street, on the square known in years gone by, as the haymarket, but owing to reasons
known only to the prime movers of the meeting it was changed to about 90 feet north of Randolph on
DesPlaines street and near the intersection of an alley, to better serve their purposes.

On the afternoon of the day above mentioned, his Honor, the Mayor, ordered that the Department of
Police keep watch of the meeting, and if any of the speakers should advise their hearers to acts of
violence, it would be our duty as conservators of the peace, to go to the place of meeting in sufficient
force and order them to peaceably disperse, the order to be as directed by law {See Revised Statutes of
Illinois, Chapter 38, Section 253}. To carry out the instructions of the Mayor, Captain Ward of the 3rd
precinct was ordered to call all his available men to DesPlaines Street Station. Capt. Ward's command
consisted of one hundred men under the command of Lieutenants Bowler, Stanton, Penzen and Beard.
In addition to the above there was present 26 men from the Central Detail commanded by Lieut. G. W.
Hubbard and Sergeant John E. Fitzpatrick and 50 men from the 4th Precinct with Lieuts. Steele and
Quinn. The entire force present consisting of one Captain, seven Lieutenants and one hundred and
seventy-six men.

At the suggestion of the Mayor, and with your permission I went to DesPlaines Street Station and took
command of the entire force assembled at that point. By your orders detectives were sent out to mingle
with the crowd and were ordered to pay strict attention to the speakers, and if any thing of an
incendiary nature was advised, the officers were to report to me at the DesPlaines Street Station.



2

About 9 o'clock, P.M., I was informed that the meeting was not being held on the market place, but
they had moved to a point on DesPlaines Street, between Randolph and Lake Streets and about 350 feet
from DesPlaines Street Station. At different times, between 8:00 and 9:30 o'clock, P.M., officers in
plain clothes reported the progress of the meeting and stated that nothing of a very inflammatory nature
was said until a man named Fielden or Fielding took the stand. He advised his hearers, "To throttle the
law," "It would be as well for them to die fighting as to starve to death." He further advised them "To
exterminate the capitalists and to do it that night." Wanting to be clearly within the law, and wishing to
leave no room for doubt as to the propriety of our actions, I did not act on the first reports, but sent the
officers back to make further observations. A few minutes after 10 o'clock, P.M., the officers returned
and reported that the crowd were getting excited and the speaker growing more incendiary in his
language. I then felt to hesitate any longer would be criminal on my part, and then gave the order to fall
in and our force formed on Waldo Place.

The annexed diagram will show the position of the different companies as we were in position on
DesPlaines Street. The companies of Lieutenants Steele and Quinn formed the first division, Lieut.
Steele on the right. The companies of Lieutenants Stanton and Bowler formed the second division,
Lieut. Bowler on the right. The third division consisted of 26 men from the Central Detail under
command of Lieut. Hubbard and Sergt. Fitzpatrick. Two companies commanded by Lieutenants Beard
and Penzen brought up the rear. Their orders were to form right and left on Randolph Street and guard
our rear from any attack from the Haymarket on Randolph St.

In this order we marched north on DesPlaines Street, {Captain Ward and myself in front of the first
division,} until within a few feet of the truck upon which the speakers were standing and around which
a large crowd had congregated. The command, halt, was given, and Captain Ward stepping forward to
within about three feet of the truck, said, "I command you, in the name of the People of the State to
immediately and peaceably disperse," and turning to the crowd of persons on the right and left, said, "I
command you and you to assist." Fielden or Fielding turned and got off the truck and as he reached the
sidewalk, said in rather a loud voice, "We are peaceable." Almost instantly, I heard a hissing sound
behind me followed by a tremendous explosion. The explosion was immediately followed by a volley of
pistol shots from the sidewalks and street in front of us.

The explosion was caused by a dynamite bomb which was thrown into our ranks from the east
sidewalk, and fell in the second division and near the dividing line between the companies of Lieuts.
Stanton and Bowler. For an instant the entire command of the above named officers, with many of the
first and third divisions was thrown to the ground. Alas many never to rise again. The men recovered,
instantly, and returned the fire of the mob. Lieuts. Steele and Quinn charged the mob on the street, while
the company of Lieut. Hubbard with the few uninjured members of the second division swept both
sidewalks with a hot and telling fire, and in a few minutes the Anarchists were flying in every direction.
I then gave the order to cease firing, fearing that some of our men, in the darkness might fire into each
other.
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I then ordered the patrol wagons to called, made details to take care of the dead and wounded, placed
guards around the station and called for physicians to attend to our wounded men.

The reports of Captain Ward and the Lieutenants engaged which are attached and form a part of this
report will give all details as to the killed and wounded. It is surprising to many that our men stood and
did not get demoralized under such trying circumstances.

It has been asserted that regular troops have become panic stricken from less cause. I see no way to
account for it except this: The soldier acts as part of a machine, rarely, if ever, when on duty is he
allowed to act as an individual or to use his personal judgement. A police officers training teaches him to
be self-reliant. Day after day and night after night he goes on duty alone, and when in conflict with the
thief and the burglar, he has to depend upon his own individual exertions. The soldier being part of a
machine it follows that when a part of it gives out, the rest is useless until the injury is repaired. The
policeman being a machine in himself, rarely, if ever gives up until he is laid on the ground and unable to
rise again.

In conclusion, I beg leave to report, that the conduct of the men and officers, with few exceptions, was
admirable. As a military man said to me the next day, "Worthy the heroes of a hundred battles." Of one
officer, I beg leave to make special mention. Immediately after the explosion I looked behind me and saw
the greater portion of the second division on the ground. I gave the order to the men to close up, and in
an instant, Sergeant John E. Fitzpatrick was at my side and repeated the order. To show our
appreciation of the Sergeants gallant conduct, I would respectfully recommend to his Honor, the
Mayor, and yourself, the promotion of the Sergeant to a Lieutenancy as soon as a vacancy occurs. I am
satisfied that the department does not contain a braver or a better officer.

Respectfully Submitted,

John Bonfield
Insp & Secty
Department of Police


