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Introduction (2:23-3:35)
1. In which season do the gray whales begin arriving in the Arctic? 

2. What has recently happened to the gray whale population? 

3. How long is the gray whales' migration? 

4. Where do the gray whales migrate from and to? 

5. Where in the ocean do gray whales feed? 

Feeding (3:36-6:30)
1. How long does the sun shine in the Arctic summer?

2. How will the team get a firsthand look at the gray whales' food?
 
3. How do gray whales alter the environment when they feed? 

4. What is the visibility underwater?

5. How did the divers know that they were in the right spot? 

6. What species are gray whales feeding on? 

7. How many amphipods did the marine biologist find  
in the mud sample? 

8. Do gray whales have teeth? 

9. Describe the mouth of the gray whale. 

10. What is baleen made of? 

11. How do gray whales use their mouth when they feed? 

12. What is the last part of feeding? 

Magdalena Bay (6:33-8:50)
1. What could the sudden disappearance of one-third of the  

gray whale population be linked to? 

2. Where do gray whales go to mate, give birth and play? 

3. Where do the researchers begin tracking the whales?

4. What do the divers find when they investigate what whales' 
feeding behavior looks like? 
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5. What does this confirm for the divers? 

6. What does diver Matt find on and pick up on the sea floor? 

7. What is the gray whale usually infested with? 

8. Why do gray whales need a rubbing beach? 

San Ignacio Lagoon (9:00-11:59)
1. What does the bracelet mean that Don Santee has to have on? 

2. What do the Ocean Adventures team members see when they 
go to the lagoon? 

3. What happened in 1972? 

4. What percentage of fat is the milk that calves nurse on?
 
5. When do calves part from the mother and fend for themselves? 

6. How was San Ignacio recently threatened? 

7. "Good environmental policy 100 percent of the time  
is __________ to good economic policy." 

Satellite tagging (12:00-15:50)
1. How do whales travel once they leave the Arctic? 

2. What is satellite tagging?

3. What do the tags allow the researchers to do? 

4. What good update did Cousteau get during the two  
days of tagging? 

5. When looking at the GPS coordinates, what direction do the 
researchers see the gray whales traveling? 

6. Why are the mothers and calves the last to leave the lagoon? 

7. Why might all the tags have stopped transmitting? 

8. What is the team's backup plan? 
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Whale watching (15:51-19:48)
1. "The gray whale has evolved to ___________." 

2. What does the team find south of Los Angeles?

3. What are the two key things that the American Cetacean Society 
(ACS) looks at to determine how many gray whales there are? 

4. What do researchers think gray whales use oil rigs for? 

5. How many miles a day does the gray whale cover by swimming 
constantly? 

6. What happened to the calf count after gray whales were taken 
off the endangered species list in 1994? 

7. By tracking pictures, what did researchers determine about the 
size of the gray whale going north and going south? 

Killer whales (19:50-27:30)
1. What does Nancy Black's research link to the high number of 

killer whales? 

2. What is the most intense natural obstacle that gray whales 
encounter? 

3. What is a great food source for killer whales? 

4. How many killer whales can one gray whale calf feed? 

5. Why is it important for killer whales to teach their calves how to 
feed on gray whales? 

6. Which two ways do gray whales travel when they cross Monterey 
Bay to continue heading north? 

7. How do the researchers think killer whales find gray whales in the 
deep water? 

8. "These whales have lost the safety of the __________ as they 
enter deep waters." 

9. How do killer whales kill a gray whale calf? 

10. How do killer whales eat the calf?

11. Why was the 2004 season unprecedented? 
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12. "When we see fewer calves born, then we see fewer attacks and 
fewer ________ whales in the area." 

13. How many of the calves born will not survive the trip north? 

Depot Bay (29:20-36:44)
1. What does the gray whale need in order for its population to 

completely recover? 

2. What do the whales do when they get to Depot Bay? 

3. What are the gray whales called that stop at Depot Bay? 

4. What does Carrie Newell have to do to prove her theory about 
resident whales? 

5. How many residents has Newell documented? 

6. The sample revealed that ____________________________ is 
sustaining the resident whales. 

7. What did Newell find when she took a sample of the gray 
whales' fecal material? 

8. What does Newell say would happen if a bunch of pollutants 
were dumped in the waters of Depot Bay?

9. What is the name of the whale that has been shot by a harpoon? 

Photo I.D. (36:45-41:35)
1. How many gray whale identifications have the researchers made?

2. What part of the whale is used for identification in this  
photo I.D. technique? 

3. What have researchers confirmed by identifying  
individual whales? 

4. What is the estimated survival rate for the resident whales from 
year to year? 

5. What new obstacle have gray whales encountered by feeding  
in the waters of the state of Washington? 

6. What did the Makah people of Washington do in 1999?
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7. Why did the Makah people say they needed to kill this gray 
whale? 

8. How many other tribes have signed up for permits to kill their 
own gray whales? 

9. How did the male juvenile gray whale lose its life? 

Acoustic pollution (41:36-44:59)
1. What is the new invisible form of environmental pollution? 

2. What kind of human activities are heard underwater?

3. What does high-frequency sonar do? 

4. What do the researchers notice happens to killer whales when 
the military turns on mid-intensity sonar in the ocean? 

Global warming and other concerns (45:00-end)
1. "The waters off Point Burrow once sustained an entire _______." 

2. Where else in the world is whaling going on? 

3. What is the gray whale most threatened by? 

4. What effects of global warming do the people of this area see?

5. What did the older resident say was good about  
global warming? 

6. Over the past three decades, how much of the gray whale's food 
source has been lost due to global warming? 

7. What are the many different threats and hazards that affect the 
gray whale population? 

8. What are the goals for saving the gray whale population?


