Analyzing Stop and Frisk through Personal Stories and
Infographics

Subjects
English Language Arts, Math
Estimated Time
One 90 minute class period
Grade Level
Middle and High School*
Warm Up
Stop and Frisk, Infographics and Sharknados
1. Ask students what they know about the police procedure “Stop, Question and Frisk” or
more commonly called “Stop and Frisk”. Asking students for the answers to “Who,
what, where, when, why and how” is a good place to start.
2. Watch Stop and Frisk: The High School Senior (4:17) which comes from Communities
United for Police Reform (http://changethenypd.org/) a community organization
dedicated to empowering and educating the local community about Stop and Frisk.
* For High School students pass out “Stop and Frisk: An in Depth Introduction” and allow
students to read the article and answer the questions in pairs.
3. Tell students they are going to learn more about Stop and Frisk in a moment, but first
you want to teach them about infographics so they can be comfortable using them later
in an activity. Hand out “Interactive Infographic - All the Stops” worksheet and read the
definition of infographics aloud to students.

4. Show “Intro to Infographics” PowerPoint slides 1 and 2 on infographics to the students
and pose to them the question “How do we make regular old data tell a story instead of
just putting numbers on a page?”
5. Explain to them that they are going to use an infographic to learn about a very
important topic………..Go to slide 3 - SHARKNADO! Click on image and watch to a short
video clip that explains the theory of SHARNADOS (click on the graphic and the hyperlinked video will pop up)
6. Move to slide 4 and read the description of the infographic on slide 5. Then go to slide 5
and look at the SHARKNADO infographic with students and point out its features and
what it is telling you.
7. Explain that good infographics are able to show data but in a visually beautiful way that
tells a story and makes the results of the data very clear.

Main Activity
Stop and Frisk Infographic
1. Explain to students that they are going to study Stop and Frisk in more depth using a
powerful infographic, but first are going to get some more background on the police
procedure.
2. Hand out the “Stop and Frisk: Introduction to the Numbers” Washington Post article to
students and read aloud the text and the graphs.
3. Ask students which graph was the easiest to understand and which made the least sense
and why? On the board rank the graphics and then have a short classroom discussion
about why certain graphs and charts were easier to understand then others. Prompt
them to keep the Washington Post article in the back of their mind so they can compare
the two ways the data is presented later.
4. Tell students that they are going to follow the story of Stop and Frisk through the eyes of
Brooklyn Community Arts & Media High School (BCAM) students and as well as through
an interactive infographic called “All the Stops”. Students will watch a video clip and
then explore one section of the infographic at a time, watch the next video and so on.
You may allow students to complete on their own if there are an adequate number of
computers for either individuals or groups. If you do not have computers for the class
simply look at the infographic and video clips together on the board. Here is the order:
1. Direct students to the infographic All the Stops and let them complete the
questions about the Introduction
2. Play Clip 1 from the BCAM documentary about Stop and Frisk.

3. Direct students to section 2 of the infographic - The Suspected - and have them
answer the questions for that section.
4. Play Clip 2 from the BCAM documentary about Stop and Frisk.
5. Direct students to section 3 of the infographic - The Stops - and have them
answer the questions for that section.
6. Play Clip 3 from the BCAM documentary about Stop and Frisk.
7. Direct students to section 4 of the infographic - The Outcome - and have them
answer the questions for that section.
8. Play Clip 4 from the BCAM documentary about Stop and Frisk.
5. Once students have seen the last clip direct them to Part 2- Writing the story and have
them complete the following task (instructions are on their paper too):
1. Circle any answer you interpreted from the infographic that you felt really stood
out and told a powerful fact about the data.
2. Write a thoughtful response explaining the story of the infographic -the most
important facts you learned from it- and make sure to include answers to the
questions below:
 Look over all the questions that you circled- when you look at them
together as facts in a story what do they tell you?
 Is there a story here? Do you see injustice?
 Do you see one group of people being singled out? What does the data
tell you when you look at the most important facts together?
 Was the infographic easier to understand than the Washington Post
article?
6. As a class debrief around the following questions:
1. How can infographic be helpful in telling the story of data?
2. What conclusions can you draw about the procedure “Stop and Frisk” and which
pieces of data provide the evidence to back up your claims?
3. What should be done about “Stop and Frisk?”

