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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Beijing Reacts to Record Smog Cloud 
February 4, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/beijingsmog_02-04.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on 
the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. What causes air pollution?  
2. Have you ever been to a polluted area? What was your experience there? 

3. What do you know about China? 

 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1  Since what year has the American Embassy in Beijing been monitoring the city’s pollution?  

Since 2008 

 

2. What is considered a healthy score on the Air Quality Index (AQI)?  

Any number under 50 

 

3. What was the AQI rating in Beijing in January 2013? 

750 
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4. What caused the smog cloud? 

A “temperature inversion,” meaning that cooler air and pollution from nearby coal-burning factories 

was trapped low in the atmosphere 

 

5. Why did the smog eventually go away?  

Because the temperature higher in the atmosphere cooled off and the winds picked up 

 

6. What word are government officials using instead of “smog” to describe the dark air?  

“Fog” 

 

7. Name at least two actions the government has proposed to take to clear up the pollution: 

The government temporarily closed 100 factories and took many government vehicles off the 

road.  Beijing asked Chinese citizens to set off fewer fireworks for this year’s New Year’s celebration. It 

has also announced plans to use clean fuel in government vehicles and plant trees over 250 square miles 

of land in the next five years. 

 

8. Where did Chinese citizens get their news of the smog in Beijing? 

From microblogs 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why is it important that the government used the word “fog” to describe the situation in Beijing 
while other observers used the word “smog”? 

 

2. Why do you think the Chinese government censored media about the smog? 

 

3. What are some other actions the government and citizens in China can take in order to reduce air 
pollution? 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Beijing Reacts to Record Smog Cloud 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/beijingsmog_02-04.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Since what year has the American Embassy in Beijing been monitoring the city’s 
pollution? 

 

2. What is considered a healthy score on the Air Quality Index (AQI)? 

 

3. What was the AQI rating in Beijing in January? 

 

4. What caused the smog cloud? 

 

5. Why did the smog eventually go away?  

 

6. What word are government officials using instead of “smog” to describe the dark air? 

 

7. Name at least two actions the government has proposed to take to clear up the 
pollution: 

 

8. Where did Chinese citizens get their news of the smog in Beijing? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why is it important that the government used the word “fog” to describe the 
situation in Beijing while other observers used the word “smog”? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think the Chinese government censored media about the smog? 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some other actions the government and citizens in China can take in order 
to reduce air pollution? 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


