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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Sinkhole Science is Actually Quite Simple 
April 4, 2013 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/04/sinkhole-science-is-actually-quite-simple/ 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. What is underneath the ground beneath this building? 
 
2. What are some problems caused by floods?  What are some problems caused by droughts? 
 
3. How do drilling and mining affect the surrounding land? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. In which U.S. state did a 30-foot sinkhole grab headlines when it swallowed a man’s 
bedroom? 
Florida 
 
2. What is “karst terrain”? 
It’s the geological formation where most sinkholes occur. It happens when carbonate stone is 
dissolved by acid rain or changing ground water. 
 
3. About how much of the country does karst cover? 
About 20 percent 
 
4. Can sinkholes be easily predicted? 
No 
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5. What human activities can play a role in sinkhole formation? 
Excessive groundwater withdrawal for irrigation, drilling 
 
6. What is the problem with filling a sinkhole with concrete? 
It can concentrate water drainage in other places, therefore causing more sinkholes 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why do you think sinkholes grab news headlines? 
 
2. Research the geological history of your area.  Is your area prone to sinkholes? 
 
3. What questions can you ask that would help develop technology to predict and prevent 
sinkholes? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Sinkhole Science is Actually Quite Simple 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/04/sinkhole-science-is-actually-quite-simple/ 

 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. In which U.S. state did a 30-foot sinkhole grab headlines when it swallowed a man’s 
bedroom? 

 

2. What is “karst terrain”? 

 

3. About how much of the country does karst cover? 

 

4. Can sinkholes be easily predicted? 

 

5. What human activities can play a role in sinkhole formation? 

 

6. What is the problem with filling a sinkhole with concrete? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why do you think sinkholes grab news headlines? 

 

2. Research the geological history of your area.  Is your area prone to sinkholes? 

 

3. What questions can you ask that would help develop technology to predict and 
prevent sinkholes? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


