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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

South Korea Hit Hard by Massive Cyber-Attack 
April 1, 2013 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/04/south-korea-hit-hard-by-massive-cyber-attack/ 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. What is a cyber-attack?  
 
2. What industries or institutions might be in the most danger during a cyber-attack? 
 
3. Where is South Korea? What do you know about it? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. On what date was South Korea hit by a cyber-attack? 
March 20, 2013 
 
2. What two industries were hurt most by the attack? 
Banking and television 
 
3. Where did investigators first think the attack came from? 
China 
 
4. What does IP stand for? 
Internet Protocol 
 
5. What is the name of the bank where the IP address was traced? 
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Nonghyup Bank 
 
6. About how many computers were affected by the attack? 
About 30,000 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why do you think these cyber-attacks were carried out against South Korea’s banks and 
television broadcasters? What purpose do they serve? 
 
2. How does 'cyber warfare' open the door for a larger variety of people to participate in 
hostilities between two countries or groups? 
 
3. Do you think cyber-attacks could ever escalate into real-world warfare? Why or why not? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

South Korea Hit Hard by Massive Cyber-Attack 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/04/south-korea-hit-hard-by-massive-cyber-attack/ 

 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. On what date was South Korea hit by a cyber-attack? 

 

2. What two industries were hurt most by the attack? 

 

3. Where did investigators first think the attack came from? 

 

4. What does IP stand for? 

 

5. What is the name of the bank where the IP address was traced? 

 

6. About how many computers were affected by the attack? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why do you think these cyber-attacks were carried out against South Korea’s banks 
and television broadcasters? What purpose do they serve? 

 

2. How does 'cyber warfare' open the door for a larger variety of people to participate in 
hostilities between two countries or groups? 

 

3. Do you think cyber-attacks could ever escalate into real-world warfare? Why or why 
not? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


