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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Twitter Turns Seven 
March 25, 2013 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/twitter-turns-seven/ 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. What is Twitter?  
 
2. Are you on social media? If so, what sites do you use? 
 
3. What was the Arab Spring? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. In what year was Twitter founded? 
2006 
 
2. What is the maximum number of characters you can use in a tweet? 
140 
 
3. What was the original intended purpose of Twitter? 
To allow users to send a text to a group of friends 
 
4. What event did a Pakistani IT consultant unknowingly live-tweet in 2011? 
The American raid on Osama Bin Laden’s compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan 
 
5. What event was dubbed the “Twitter Revolution”? 
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The Iranian protests after the 2009 election 
 
6. What role did Twitter play in the Arab Spring? 
Protestors used the site to communicate their strength across different areas of their countries, 
and were able to unify and overthrow the ruling regimes in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen. 
 
7. What is some of the criticism Twitter has received? 
It has been criticized for being a forum of false information, a stream of mindless babble and for 
supplanting real human interactions with digital ones. 
 
8. Why has Twitter become a place for cyber-bullying? 
Because damaging pictures and information can now be spread at rapid speed across the internet  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Do you think the Arab Spring would have occurred without Twitter? Why or why not? 
  
2. Do you think social media, and Twitter in particular, is overall positive or negative for our 
society? Why? 
  
3. Where do you think Twitter and social media will go in the future? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Twitter Turns Seven 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/twitter-turns-seven/ 

 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. In what year was Twitter founded? 

 

2. What is the maximum number of characters you can use in a tweet? 

 

3. What was the original intended purpose of Twitter? 

 

4. What event did a Pakistani IT consultant unknowingly live-tweet in 2011? 

 

5. What event was dubbed the “Twitter Revolution”? 

 

6. What role did Twitter play in the Arab Spring? 

 

7. What is some of the criticism Twitter has received? 

 

8. Why has Twitter become a place for cyber-bullying? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Do you think the Arab Spring would have occurred without Twitter? Why or why not? 

  

 

2. Do you think social media, and Twitter in particular, is overall positive or negative for 
our society? Why? 

  

 

3. Where do you think Twitter and social media will go in the future? 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


