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MS. ERBE:  This week on To the Contrary, up first – 

 

FORMER MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR MITT ROMNEY (R):  (From 

tape.)  Let us begin that future for America tonight.   

 

MS. ERBE:  – Republicans hit the presidential campaign trail with their message, 

as Democrats head to Charlotte to formally nominate President Obama.   

 

Then, Labor Secretary Hilda Solis defends the administration with a Labor Day 

interview on women and jobs.        

   

(Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello, I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, battling for the women’s 

vote.   

 

(Begin video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  President Obama and the Democrats soon have their week in the 

spotlights.  Among other things, it’s their chance to respond to this week’s charges by 

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney and GOP convention speakers.  One 

prominent goal at the GOP convention was to narrow the looming gender gap.   

 

MR. ROMNEY:  When my mom ran for the Senate, my dad was there for her 

every step of the way.  I can still see her saying in her beautiful voice.  Why should 

women have any less say than men about the great decisions facing our nation?  

(Applause.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  Toward that end, an array of female GOP luminaries took turns 

promoting the Romney-Ryan ticket as good for women, especially mothers.  They want 

to change the campaign focus from women’s rights back to the economy and push back 

against the so-called Republican war on women.   

 

REPRESENTATIVE CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS (R-WA):  It’s a myth.  

It’s a political campaign that the Democrats have calculated.  And the Republicans won 

the women’s vote in 2010.  It was the first time since Ronald Reagan that the 

Republicans won the women’s vote.  And so as we’re moving forward, we’re seeing 

where there’s really a battle over women heading into 2012.   

 

MS. SHARON DAY [Co-chair Republican National Committee]:  We’re going to 

reach out to every woman, one woman at a time.  We’re going to tell a story.  And again, 

we have, again, a candidate that is really to talk about the big things, not to try to divide 



our country and to, again, men against women – you know, this phony war on women 

because I don’t know any strong women that’s made it on her own that thinks that we 

need a federal government in our lives from birth to grave and all along the way.   

 

MS. ERBE:  With polls reporting a double digit gender gap in favor of president 

Obama, Romney and his supporters have lots of work to do.  They believe they’ll narrow 

that divide and attract more women minorities and young people to the ticket.   

 

MS. MIA LOVE [Congressional Candidate, Utah]:  Here’s what we’re concerned 

about in Utah.  It’s not about religion.  It’s not about race.  It’s not about social status.  

It’s about fiscal discipline, limited government, personal responsibility.  And so this is 

exactly the party for that.   

 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSHA BLACKBURN (R-TN):  If you go poll moms, 

over 50 percent, they’re going to tell you they’re independent.  They vote on issues.  And 

they want unfiltered, unbiased information.   

 

One of the things that I’m going to focus on this fall is making sure female voters 

understand that, you know, we’re moms, we’re multi-taskers just like them.   

 

GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN (R-OK):  Mitt Romney is going to be great for the 

women of Oklahoma.  You know, as a mother and having children, I’m very concerned 

about the debt and the deficit of our nation and the mounts of debt that we’re heaping on, 

not only my children, but future generations of children to come.   

 

MICHAELA RED CHERRIES [Alternate Delegate, Texas]:  Women have a 

voice, too, besides contraceptives and typical women matters.  We’re all different.  I care 

about – more about the economy and about military matters than, you know, 

contraceptives and abortion and prolife.   

 

MS. ERBE:  With Arizona, a supposed safe state for Romney, Governor Jan 

Brewer hopes to have an ally in the White House.   

 

GOVERNOR JAN BREWER (R-AZ):  I can guarantee you.  Mitt Romney won’t 

sue states.  Mitt understands states rights.  He believes in the rule of law.  He’s served as 

a governor, so we all know that when he’s elected in November, that we’re going to be 

able to sit down with him.  He will secure the border.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Off the convention floor, delegates, Republican politicians, and party 

leaders gathered and spoke at hundreds of events to promote what they see as the party’s 

strong points.   

 

MS. RENEE AMOORE [Deputy Chairman, Republican Party of Pennsylvania]:  

We believe in being inclusive and not exclusive and I feel that this party is because who 

else other than women, you know, we go to the supermarket.  We see how expensive 



things are.  So it’s good for us to be involved in this party.  But again, we have to have 

the right messenger and the right message to make sure that it gets the facts out.   

 

FORMER LT. GOV. KERRY HEALEY (R-MA):  The Romney-Ryan ticket is 

the absolute best ticket for women.  I got to see him work wonders with our economy, 

closing a $3 billion budget gap, turning it into a $2 billion budget surplus.  I saw him 

bring down our unemployment rate to below 5 percent.  And we actually had a credit 

upgrade.  And that’s what our country needs now.   

 

(End video segment.)  

 

MS. ERBE:  So Congresswoman Norton, are Republicans going to be able to 

narrow the gender gap?   

 

DEL. NORTON:  Bonnie, they’re going to have to do a lot more than narrow it.  

This may be the widest gender gap ever.   

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  Well, it was definitely an appeal to women.  I think Romney 

was making the point that the issues that matter to women are the issues that matter to 

men and all Americans.   

 

MS. GANDY:  You know, as long as we keep hearing about legitimate rape and 

transvaginal ultrasounds and cutting off birth control, blocking the Violence Against 

Women Act, they’re not going to narrow the gender gap. 

 

MS. EMMETT:  I think women are sick of the characterization of themselves by 

the Democratic Party.  And I think Ryan and Romney represent an idea that women are 

multi-talented and have different ideals and are concerned about jobs and taking care of 

their kids, not just their reproductive system.  And I think it’s a great thing.   

 

MS. ERBE:  And yet, it’s two white guys on the ticket, which these days, to a lot 

of Americans, to certainly younger Americans who’ve grown up in much more 

multicultural world than older Americans, they look at that and they see, you know, why 

is it happening.  They say it to themselves, why isn’t there a woman?  Why isn’t there a 

person of color up there?   

 

MS. EMMETT:  Well, I don’t think Obama and certainly Joe Biden doesn’t 

represent any woman that I know.  It doesn’t – I don’t know any woman that wants to be 

pandered to and talked to in a Southern dialect like they’re going to be put back in chains 

because of their birth control.  So I don’t think there’s any type of – just because an idea 

that someone is an older white man can’t relate.  I mean, he’s a human being.  He’s done 

so many different things.  We can relate to Obama just because why?  He is an African-

American?  I think that’s insulting.   

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  I think it’s important to point that, at least from my 

perspective, we’re not electing someone you want to go to the movies with.  We’re 



electing someone who you share principles with.  And I thought that Paul Ryan did a 

fantastic job the other night of saying, look, we are of different generations.  We listen to 

different music, but we share something that’s very important.  That is the values.  That is 

our view of this country and where we should go moving forward in the future.  And I 

think that more and more if they can communicate that message that I don’t – you don’t 

need to go to dinner with the president.  The president is someone who needs to be able 

to lead this country.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  You know, it’s interesting because the typical answer of 

Republicans to the gender gap is women are interested in the economy.  Why is there a 

gender gap there?  The gender gap among women is so much greater than among men.  

We’ve got to be analytical about it and say what are they thinking about.  The economy 

isn’t quite where anybody wants it to be.  It does seem to me that it’s important and if 

Republicans want to get anywhere with women, they do have to understand that women 

are rather complicated and they have issues.  They put them altogether in sizing up a 

candidate.  And it – their reproductive system do matter to women, especially when you 

consider that until the 20
th

 century childbirth killed more women than men and you had – 

women died sooner than men.  So you know, spacing your children, having the 

government cut off family planning, you betcha, if you want to work – 

 

MS. ERBE:  But Kim, that has not been a winning issue for women – for the 

women’s vote, just the reproductive part of it since the 1980s.  Is this year going to be 

different.   

 

MS. GANDY:  I think this year already is different because it used to be just 

about abortion.  Now, it’s about birth control and the vast majority of women, the vast 

majority of American Catholics use birth control.  That’s been a huge issue.   

 

But the other issue is that it’s Republican governors who were laying off the 

teachers and the social workers and the librarians and the public workers that are very 

heavily female.  They’re – the blame for that is clearly on the Republican Party.  And I 

think women are very put off by all the misrepresentations.  I mean for a change the 

mainstream media, which usually says, well, the size says this and the size says this and 

doesn’t weigh in on it.  They took Paul Ryan’s speech apart.  He said so many things that 

were absolutely blatantly untrue.  I think women respond to that kind of thing.  They 

want to know where you stand and know the side, whether they agree with you.  They 

don’t want to be told things that aren’t true about the other candidate.   

 

MS. ERBE:  What do you think – about Mitt Romney coming out of the 

convention, what was the most important message to women?  Was it, for example – I 

heard one speech from a woman who was in his parish and she and her husband had a 

very immature child, three and a half months, and Romney went – and that more – more 

than Ann Romney, who you could debate – she’s going to appeal mainly to upper class or 

middle and upper class white women, whether she’s going to draw in tons of minority 

women, single women, elderly women, that’s another question.  But that woman’s speech 



about how he came to them in their hour of need and stayed with them, is that going to 

draw more women to the Romney-Ryan ticket?   

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  Well, I absolutely think that the one thing that was very clear 

after this week is that Romney is a man of character.  You may disagree with his politics, 

but he is clearly – he’s a man who is committed to his family, to his community.  He’s 

been a business leader, a government leader.  No one can stand there and say that he 

hasn’t sort of really earned this chance to run.  I mean, I think that he gave a big nod, not 

only to Ann Romney and the work she did to raise their family.  But to all mothers out 

there, to all families, men and women, who have young children, who recognize that it’s 

very difficult.  Sometimes, you have two people working.  You have young children.  

You’re trying to pay bills.  I think he really did in a way connect with a lot of people and 

said, you know what, we were there.  It hasn’t always been this easy.   

 

MS. ERBE:  What did you think about those speeches and – 

 

DEL. NORTON:  Well, I think – I think the thing about Ms. Romney connected 

to me was when she talked about five screaming kids.  (Laughter.)  You know, she didn’t 

work.  But if you have two or three kids and you’re taking care of them and you’re trying 

to appeal to women, that’ll appeal to you.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, but will she be able to peel of women, independent voters, 

most importantly, and maybe even some women who would have voted or traditionally 

vote democratic?   

 

DEL. NORTON:  The only way to do that is to have some bow to women’s 

policy to changes and things like the human reproduction amendment to the Constitution 

that would outlaw virtually even some kinds of birth control.  How can you expect 

women to – 

 

MS. GANDY:  And in the case of rape would be outlawed.  That’s in the 

Republican platform.   

 

MS. EMMETT:  I think we have to be – let’s use the facts now.  This platform 

from the Republican Party has been the same platform that it was before.  That’s not what 

Mitt Romney specifically believes.  That’s different from the Republican platform.  

Secondly, we are a diverse group of Republicans.  I’m a Republican.  I’m prochoice.  I 

know friends that are prolife and they’re Democrats.  At least our party has a 

conversation about it and we let people in.  But the Democratic platform is still 

supporting abortion, which is fine, but you talk about how you’re supposed to be 

representing women.  Well, there’s a lot of – there was a bill about sex election abortion 

and the party didn’t go against that.  So some of these abortions are happening to little 

girls.  And how was that not a war on women?  But you’re talking birth control and that 

is – 

 



MS. ERBE:  But let me ask you about this.  It did seem to me, when you look at 

the actual politics of Paul Ryan, he’s an extremist.  He is extreme on the budget.  He is an 

extreme religious conservative and – 

 

MS. EMMETT:  Now, how would you define extreme conservative?  

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, I mean, when you want to cut the budget drastically, when you 

want to throw lots of federal workers out of work, when you want to drastically reduce – 

we’re not talking about a moderate, say, along the lines of George Herbert Walker Bush.  

We’re talking about as far right as they get.  When you – you know – oppose to all 

reproductive rights in any way, shape, or form.   

 

MS. EMMETT:  So is Barack Obama extreme for supporting partial birth 

abortion and – 

 

MS. ERBE:  I don’t know – I don’t know that he – well, partial birth abortion, 

first of all, is not a – it’s a term – let me finish.   

 

MS. EMMETT:  Let’s have a conversation about who’s extreme.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Let me finish and when I talk, please don’t talk over me.  When – I 

think anybody who’s not a partisan politician would not see Barack Obama as extreme.  

He’s disappointed many within his party, which is a far left base, for not taking extreme 

positions that they enjoy.  On the other hand, Paul Ryan is the Tea Party guy on the 

ticket.  And the Tea Party, by independent voters, is extreme on just about every – they’re 

extreme on the religious rights, they’re extreme on the budget.  They want to eliminate 

the federal departments, the Department of Education.  So my question to you is was this 

about soft-pedaling Ryan’s image to lure more votes into the Republican Party?   

 

MS. EMMETT:  No, I don’t think Paul Ryan is extreme at all.  I think he’s 

common sense.  What’s extreme is continuing to spend money we don’t have.  What is 

extreme is saying, hey, a baby that survived a botched abortion, we’re not going to allow 

a doctor to try to save it.  That’s what this president voted for when he was a senator.   

 

What is extreme is expecting other people to pay for other people’s 

responsibilities.  What is extreme is to continuously say that you support education, but 

you support unions and you’re allowing inner city kids to suffer and be mentally and 

physically enslaved and kept on a plantation of failure, all because the Democratic Party 

wants to align their – (inaudible) – to the teachers’ unions.  Now, that’s extremism.   

 

MS. GANDY:  Wow, that’s pretty extreme.  I have to say.  What you just said – 

 

MS. EMMETT:  It’s an extreme party.   

 

MS. GANDY:  – some of the most extreme rhetoric I’ve heard in a long time.  

But what Paul Ryan has said in the Ryan budget and you can look it up anywhere in the 



mainstream news media, other than defense, he would cut basically 40 percent out of all 

spending, all spending.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  Including for women and children.   

 

MS. GANDY:  Including for women and children.  For medical, for teachers, for 

firefighters – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Social Security, Medicaid, Medicare.   

 

MS. GANDY:  Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, everything that people think 

of as part of their planning for their future, things that they’ve counted on.  And he’s been 

very clear, Paul Ryan, that if you were under 55, you cannot expect Social Security under 

his plan to be anything but privatized.  And if you’re over 55, your benefits are going to 

be cut.  They keep saying that Barack Obama cut $716 billion out of Medicare.  What he 

did was he cut administrative expenses and reimbursements to insurance companies and 

put every penny of that back into free preventive care, mammograms, annual checkups, et 

cetera.  Paul Ryan cuts the same $716 billion, but he takes it directly out of benefits and 

doesn’t put it back into the system.  He throws it back on to the defense budget.   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right and we are – 

 

MS. GANDY:  That’s extreme.   

 

MS. ERBE:  We are out of time on this topic.  Let us know what you think.  

Please follow me on Twitter @BonnieErbe or @TotheContrary.   

 

With the economy and jobs, key issues in the upcoming elections, I sat down with 

Labor Secretary Hilda Solis.  As part of our Labor Day coverage, I asked her how women 

are faring in the job market and what the Labor Department is doing to promote job 

growth.   

 

(Begin video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  We had one good jobs report, but a lot of slow growth before that.  

Why?  What do you think is keeping the economy from growing quickly again?   

 

SECRETARY HILDA SOLIS:  I’m looking at where we started.  And back in 

2009, when this president took over, we had already lost about eight million jobs, over 

eight million jobs.  And now, given the 20-month period that we’ve been seeing jobs 

growing, we’ve seen 4.5 million private sector jobs almost across the board.  The area 

where we haven’t been able to put back jobs as quickly is in local government and state 

government.  That has more to do with the fiscal outlook of the states.  But I would say 

that the recovery is working.   

 



MS. ERBE:  Secretary Solis is proud of her retraining programs.  She says so 

many women are training for manufacturing or technical jobs or to become electricians 

that she now considers them to be non-traditional jobs.   

 

SEC. SOLIS:  We had a woman, when I came onboard here, who was at a 

training program in Florida, who was formerly a nurse, African-American woman about 

in her 50s.  And I asked her, I said, wow, what was the big change for you?  You know, 

health care seems to be a really lucrative industry that’s growing.  And she said, no, for 

me, I needed a big change.  I wanted security.  I wanted a pension.  I wanted retirement.  

And this career ladder that I’m in is going to give me all of that and enough, so that I 

could even send my children to college.  And it kind of, you know, really boom you away 

to hear all that, because I thought this is great.  And these are the kinds of opportunities 

that women need to hear about, young and old.   

 

MS. ERBE:  At any given time, there are three million open jobs that are going 

unfilled for lack of skills.   

 

SEC. SOLIS:  That’s what we’re hearing from employers.  Yes.  And it varies, 

because they can be in most – in most cases, what I’m hearing is it’s not the highly 

technical skills, not the Ph.D. or the engineer, it’s the technician.  So they’re looking for 

welders, electricians.  They’re looking for people who are adaptable, people who have the 

social skills and the soft skills to work in a particular place.  And that’s something that 

you can learn quickly.   

 

MS. ERBE:  How are women faring in the recovery in terms of jobs?   

 

SEC. SOLIS:  It’s been tough for women.  We’re encouraging women to take 

advantage of some, you know, opportunities and programs to learn and grow, but also to 

get workplaces to be more sensitive to women.  So having a better Family Medical Leave 

Act program that allows a woman who may have just had a child to breastfeed in the 

workplace and have those kinds of issues addressed appropriately, or to take time off to 

take care of a loved one, a sick family member, and making sure that we have the tools 

and regulations in place to allow her to do that and not be discriminated against by losing 

her jobs because she says she needs to take time off.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Foremost in your mind, what’s the biggest thing that you’re doing to 

support, particularly women workers now? 

 

SEC. SOLIS:  I think what we’re attempting to do is, of course, making available 

the resources that are out there.  So women have choices.  They can go into one of our 

One Stop centers.  And some of them couple their services with child care.  Some of 

them even provide assistance so that they can take training classes at a community 

college or a vocational school.  And they help to supplement transportation in some cases 

if a woman is eligible for those services.  So we’re trying to couple, in some ways, all 

those services, so it makes it easier for that female or that women, especially if she is a 

mother and has children, to facilitate her entrée into these programs so that she can 



sustain herself and get through and be able to still have the appropriate attention that’s 

needed for her children.   

 

(End video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  I heard a reaction to Mitt Romney’s claim that he would create 12 

million new jobs in his first term if he becomes president that that would be impossible.  

And yet, President Obama has created nine million new jobs according to Secretary Solis.  

So do you think Romney could create 12 million new jobs?   

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  Yes, but I think it’s going to need to be done differently.  

And I have some sympathy for what the secretary is talking about.  I spent time with the 

Department of Labor, working on the rotational training opportunities.  I think this is 

really important.  But I think ultimately what’s going to be the best thing for women is to 

rein in the size and the scope of government, to cut our spending, so that we’re not 

drowning future generations in debt, to streamline our regulations, to make it easier for 

women to start businesses and to stay employed.  To lower our tax burden, to flatten it.  

These are the things that are ultimately going to help women far more than any specific 

government program.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  You notice how one-sided that was.  Every – I agree with most 

of what you said.  We need to rein in spending and every economist says, and especially 

when you’re recovering, you need to fuel the economy.  And that is what is the one-sided 

problem with Republicans and why they’re going to lose.  Look at what is beginning to 

happen.  With no, no help from the Tea Party, House of Representative, we now see a 

breakthrough in housing.  Housing is beginning to recover.  That’s critically important 

because that’s what took the economy down.  We’ve had the best July in six years.  So it 

comes late, when you consider where the election is coming and that there’s been no help 

from the Congress.  Any help at all has been monetary help from the Fed, which of 

course, making the Republican Party want to abolish – the economy is recovering and of 

all things, manufacturing and housing.   

 

MS. EMMETT:  Well, maybe people are unaware, but we’re at 8.2 percent 

unemployment.  That’s our wonderful president that promised that the seas would no 

longer raise, also said if we spent trillions of dollars, unemployment would be below 7.  

The president’s own words said that if he can’t get the economy below the 

unemployment numbers where he wants, he does not deserve his job.  And he hasn’t.  I 

don’t think – I think the moment Romney comes, I think there’s going to be more jobs 

created because people are going to feel like they have a chance now.  They’re not going 

to feel like the government’s all around them.  And I think this is very important to 

women, because the number one people right now in this country that are creating jobs, 

entrepreneurs, are women, not men.  And what women need are the skills and the tools 

and consolidated streamline programs.  There’s over 150 work programs in our federal 

budget.  And I promise you not one congressman and not one senator can name you 

where they are and how much money they get.  We only need one.  You need one good 

working program, not 150.   



 

MS. GANDY:  I’ll tell you.  When you’re talking about jobs, I think this is one of 

the things that struck me about the Republican convention and frankly the Republican 

Party, when you talk about success, when you talk about jobs, what they focus on are 

entrepreneurs.  They’re only talking about business people.  If you’re a success in 

business, you’re a success and everything has to go – 

 

MS. ERBE:  But – but – wait a second – but, but the reason for that is that the job 

engine in this country is small businesses employ way more than all the large businesses 

combined.  And so there’s a – there’s a reason for that.   

 

MS. GANDY:  But the vast majority of small businesses, literally, are – employ 

one person, employ the owner of that business.  That’s not creating jobs.  It’s the larger 

businesses, not the one and two-person businesses that are creating the jobs.  But you see, 

this administration has been tremendously supportive of small business and the Small 

Business Administration.  That’s why you’re seeing this growth.  That’s why you’re 

seeing manufacturing growth.  But it’s got to be supportive.  You’ve got to have the 

infrastructure of government to allow the entrepreneurs to do it.  They can’t build their 

own roads for the trucks.   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  And that’s it for this edition of To the Contrary.  Please 

follow me on Twitter @BonnieErbe and @TotheContrary and check our website, 

PBS.org/ttc, where the discussion continues.  And whether you agree or think to the 

contrary, please join us next time.     

 

(END) 


