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Bonnie Erbe: This week on to the contrary... First, police killings of black men. We talk to performer and artist 
Debbie Allen on sparking an American conversation. Then two women of color both democrats on their historic 
race to replace outgoing California Senator Barbara Boxer. 

Bonnie Erbe: Hello I'm Bonnie Erbe. Welcome to To The Contrary, a discussion of news and social trends from 
diverse perspectives. Up first, shootings and protests. The spate of police killings of African-American males 
and less publicized women in the U.S. is now so long, members of the congressional black caucus took to the 
streets of Washington this week TO demand action. Violence raged for nights in Charlotte, north Carolina, 
where one of those men was killed. Sparking protest marches where at least one civilian was shot by another 
protester. And the earlier shooting this week was in Tulsa, Oklahoma. In the presidential race, the two main 
candidates reacted differently. Donald Trump originally suggested a nationwide stop and frisk policy. He walked
it back saying he meant only in Chicago. Hillary Clinton's campaign manager suggested national policing 
standards to restore bonds between communities and law enforcement. This week marked the opening of the 
national museum of African-American history and culture. Actor, dancer, producer and director Debbie Allen 
was in  attendance while her show freeze frame, stop the madness was about to open in Washington D.C. 
Next month and it addresses race and violence.

Debbie Allen: Everywhere we do the show we have an incredible panel discussion. The audience will 
participate. We have got to do this grassroots. City by city by city. We have to have this nothing happens 
without a conversation. People have got to talk. We invited the NRA to come. They are not Coming. We -- I 
wanted them to come. I really did. No one is saying don't have guns. Harriet tubman could not have helped 
abolish slavery without a gun. That is the truth. That is a fact. But do we need assault weapons on the street?



Bonnie Erbe: Congresswoman, the Tulsa,Oklahoma, officer was charged with manslaughter with amazing 
timing within days st shooting and so many have gone uncharged years later. Was it because she was a 
woman?

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: The mayor is a woman. And we do know know that public officials who are 
women are notably less corrupt. So who can be surprised that they would also be better at transparency?

Ashe Schow: Well, I mean, I do not think it was because she was a woman. Other than not releasing the 
footage, Charlotte has tried to do a lot of things better than a lot of other cities have gone. I think a lot of cities 
are watching what has been happening and don't want to be the city that is getting it wrong or the city that is 
just embarrassing Itself.

Anushay Hossain: I hope it is a coincidence but that is the first thing I thought. They are going to make a 
guinea pig out of this woman.

Dana White: I do not think it was because she was a woman. She was charged quickly because she shot a 
man with his arms up .

Bonnie Erbe: Well, when is this madness going to stop? It's interesting, Eleanor, there was a Massachusetts 
court ruling that said it's ok for African-American men to flee and so many starting with Michael brown in 
ferguson, Missouri, so many have been shot fleeing with their hands up and the court said they have a right to 
be afraid. They have a right to run away. When are cops going to stop being trained to shoot people who are 
running in the opposite direction?

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton Well, first of all, many of the people were not running. Their hands were up. But to
your question, the operative word is training. What we are really seeing is straight out incompetence in the 
training of police officers. If the first thing you are taught to do is shoot then that is what you are going to do.

Bonnie Erbe: But you can shoot without shooting to kill.

Ashe Schow Yes.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: Officers are never -- if they believe they are in danger, they are supposed to 
shoot to kill. That's what makes shooting and acting impulse! Impulsively as if you were a civilian dangerous to 
the community and the officers. There is a way to go about this and some of the work that has come out of the 
Obama administration and reports has not landed anywhere. But what I think you need to do, is to take the 
parties who are the parties? They are the police, they are the community, and they are public officials. See this 
tape? It is round. If all of those people were to be seated and to have a discussion, I believe we could develop 
new policies that all could buy into. But as it is now, the African-American community, which needs the 
protection of the police most, particularly those who live in areas where the shooting occurs, are being put or 
are at odds with the very police who are there to protect them. Something is wrong that we are not at a table 
that we are right now.

Dana White: I also think when you say training that is true but also the problem is that there was a shooting of 
an abortion clinic in Colorado of an older white man and he killed a police officer. And yet, those police officers 
were able –

Bonnie Erbe: he was prosecuted?



Dana White: He got prosecution. He got to be -- seen by A jury of his peers. And so police officers are capable 
of de-escalating dangerous situations they do not seem to be able to do it well enough when it involves A black
man. I think you are right. There needs to be a conversation and we have to have more people involved in the 
conversation about training, protocols. Because clearly they are sometimes trained to know how to do this they
do not seem to be able to do it often enough with black men. 

Anushay Hossain: I will be politically incorrect. I agree with everybody but I think the pattern is very clear. I 
think -- and I have a lot of respect for law enforcement -- but I think some policemen whatever you do they will 
shoot you. Look what happened to Sandra bland. I mean it is scary. I have been with my black friends when we
have gotten pulled over and it's terrifying and it's not like that when you get pulled over with your white friends. 
There is an element of race and I read something that said a lot of the men that back in the day would lynch 
black men have been replaced in police uniforms.

Bonnie Erbe: Amaze -- amazing to me this has been going on. Michael brown was two years ago.

Dana White: But you know, the other good thing that has come out of this, I saw ferguson from overseas. And 
one thing that has happened in the black community has known this has gone on for a long time. But the fact 
that white America is now engaged and like wait, someone died for selling loose cigarettes like what? I mean 
it's sad this has to happen. But as a country we only solve problems when we solve them together.

Bonnie Erbe: Your thoughts?

Ashe Schow Absolutely. To everybody's point, and I want to go back to training because the problem is that 
use of force training is actually very expensive. And protocols could be a first step coming to I actable could be 
a good first step but there is a group the law enforcement legal defense fund that does have training simulator 
use of force and I have gone through it it's difficult when everything is  fake and simulated but it is an 
expensive process. When you have police units that are small or small towns or large but do not have  lot of 
funding because they cover a wide area it is difficult to train people. And that becomes a problem. We need to 
figure out how we are going to address that.

Bonnie Erbe: All right. Switching to the presidential campaign who has the better answer? Donald trump is 
there anything that he says that he does not walk back? Stop and frisk known to be racially charged and 
biased for him to suggest it, what planet is he living on?

Dana White: The question -- listen, I think Donald trump still has a lot to learn. Some basic things and hopefully
he is focusing on doing that between now and Monday and perhaps November.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: This one was in his face he is from New York. Stop and frisk was preeminently 
New York. It was a new York judge that threw it out for being discriminatory. How can he miss that one?

Bonnie Erbe: He does not do his homework.

Ashe Schow: Major issues leading upon all of this stuff but I'm not sure that the nationalizing standards that 
Hillary Clinton suggested would be that helpful. It sounds good.



Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: She is nationalizing standards and for putting out standards that local jurisdictions
will pick up. She say constitutional lawyer and knows you cannot put standards on local police departments. 
But if there is no guidance whatsoever do not blame it on the police that is what public officials are for.

Bonnie Erbe: And why are the democrats getting this rap? Why is it sticking that they want to get rid of guns? I 
saw a few months ago president Obama did a town hall and he was asked the question about a gun owner 
why do you want to destroy the second amendment and he said neither I nor Hillary want to destroy the 
second amendment. More guns have been sold during his presidency than at any other time in American 
history. So it's not like he is trying to get rid of selling guns to lawful gun owners which I would do that but I'm 
not. All the second amendment people can be happy that I'm not and never will be but he is not for that and 
she is not for that. And yet they are getting tagged with that.

Ashe SchowThey say that but they say let's look to Australia which was not just a buyback program but it was 
a confiscation. 

Del. Eleanor Holmes NortonI have not heard that come out of Hillary's mouth.

Anushay Hossain: It stuck because Donald trump says it and the media keeps repeating it. That is why it stuck.
Come on. No one in America --

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: that is obscuring what the democrats are really for. If you are on the terror list, 
you should not be able to buy a gun. Why is that not bipartisan? If you are on the terror list you would get due 
process before, they would say we have due process.

Del. Eleanor Holmes NOrtonBut -- 

Ashe Schow: Sorry.

Bonnie Erbe: What about San bernardino?

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: They had found --

Ashe Schow: they were not on the list at the time.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: They had found many, many people on the terrorist list right now who are able to 
buy guns. This is not just an abstract matter. And another thing background checks. Shouldn't -- why should for
example, if you live in the district of Columbia why should you be able to go to Virginia and buy a gun out of the
no background check whatsoever? That is why - - and there are two things that ought to be bipartisan but they 
are not because your party is afraid of the NRA..

Anushay Hossain: But also why does a grown woman have to wait 72 hours to think about her abortion? It's 
harder to get an abortion than it is to buy a gun and go shoot people.

Ashe Schow: No, it's not.

Anushay Hossain: It is.

Ashe Schow: You have a seven-day waiting periods.



Anushay Hossain: No, you can go to gun shows. 

Dana White: Part of the reason is there is a laziness, there is a philosophical laziness on both sides that 
republicans become it's all like no background checks and no nothing, nothing, don't mess with my second 
amendment. And then democrats are labeled with well you are going to take all of my guns and -- the 
constitutional was made there were muskets. And I think we have to have a real conversation about what is 
reasonable. I am from the state of Virginia and I grew up when Doug Wilder wanted to limit one gun a month 
and people went crazy.

Dana White:In Virginia. And you have to restates and state's rights and different states have different rules but 
we have to get more mature.

Bonnie Erbe: Last question starting with you who is going to win the debate on Monday?

[Laughter]

Ashe Schow: Well, um, I think they are both -- this is going to be a dumb answer I think both win and both lose.
There is a low bar for trump he just has to pass that and Hillary will have a higher bar but when it comes to 
policy Hillary will speak policy and trump will say stop and frisk and have to walk it back the next day.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton:I tell you. I do not want a president who has been judged on the curve but that is 
what is going to happen to Hillary.

Dana White:I think that trump might win it. Only for this reason. Tuning in and he will have a lot of zingers. And 
that is where we've come as a country that who gets the best zingers and I think Donald trump will beat her.

Anushay Hossain: It is soundbyte nation and I'm looking at Bermuda. I am a Muslim I'm going to run.

Bonnie Erbe: Let us know what you think. Follow me on Twitter. And there is an historic senate race taking 
place in California. Not only are two democrats competing against each other, that due to California's open 
primary system, but they are both women of color. A political first. Behind the headlines we introduce you to 
California's attorney general, Kamala Harris and Loretta Sanchez, A congresswoman from orange county.

Bonnie Erbe: California's no stranger to female senators both are women: Barbara Boxer and Diane Feinstein 
and have been for more than two decades. Barbara boxer's decision to step down opens up the first senate 
seat from that state in a long time. Perhaps due to that, neither candidate wanted to make much of the fact 
they are women or women of color running against each other.

Kamala Harris: When I first was elected DA of San Francisco and elected attorney general of California, 
reporters would come up to me with this original question and put a microphone and say so what is it like to be 
the first woman fill in the blank? And I would say I don't know how to answer that question. I ran because I 
believed I was the best person to do the job and that is why I'm running for the senate.

Loretta Sanchez: It is the first time under the new system that we have in California, that two democrats move 
forward to the general election and of course, the first U.S. Senate seat we have had open in 2 years. And it -- 
24 years many and it happens to be two women. One from the and is Fran area who -- San Francisco area 
who is half African-American and one from the south, me, who happens to be hispanic. So you know we have 
an election in November.



Bonnie Erbe:The Attorney General Harris is more progressive than Sanchez and Harris has the California 
Democratic party's support. A big advantage and one that has helped her run consistently about 16 points 
ahead of Sanchez in the polls and further ahead in the primary. Neither candidate is a big believer in polls. 

Kamala Harris: I have a very con flinged relationship -- conflicted relationship with polls. When I first ran for 
district attorney I started out at six points in the polls. That is six out of 100. And no one thought I could win on 
the election night my opponent declared victory. And so I tend not to believe polls. I think that the only poll that 
counts is on election night. You know there is an old saying that you either run without an opponent or you run 
scared. And I am a student of that school of thought. So I'm running scared until November 8th. 

Loretta Sanchez: What is happening is that in the primary that we just had, the faithful more left of the left in 
the case of democrats and in the case of Republicans the more conservative ones, so she is from San 
Francisco that is what we consider the left of the left. So her people tend T O show U P that would vote for her. 
And I N the southland it's June we are on vacation we are at the beaches and we are waiting for our kids to get
out of school we are not paying attention. And then in the November presidential campaign, about 80% of the 
voters show up. Two-thirds of them are from los Angeles and south and a majority of them a lot of them those 
additional voters will be latino. So the demographics play out in November to my favor versus what happened 
in the primary.

Bonnie Erbe: I asked the candidate what her main focus will be in the campaign.

Loretta Sanchez: Moral imperative of our time is to get the comprehensive immigration bill done. And 
infrastructure. Water. Water is so important to California. When she went before the editorial board and what is 
your plan for water and she goes conservation. Excuse me I am from the south. And we'll stop taking showers 
for a while but that is not a policy for the future.

Kamala Harris: I think one of the most important issues in the race is who is in a position to actually lead based
on a track record of accomplishment. On the work we have done in terms of exploitation of girls and women in 
the criminal justice system to the work of bringing relief to homeowners devastated by the foreclosure crisis to 
the work we need to do really fighting back against the science deniers in Washington D.C.

Loretta Sanchez: the very first project I championed when I came to the congress 19 years ago and over five 
years, brought the money back we have the largest recycling plant of water in the world in my district. In fact, 
90% of the water the people I represent use is completely recycled. We can do that up and down California. 
We need to build infrastructure. We need to have policies about areas that have water that can move water to 
where we need them. What we are seeing with El Nino and the climate change is that when water does come 
it comes down very rapidly. And because we have not built infrastructure over the last 40 years to capture that 
water, it's all goes out to the oceans.

Kamala Harris: We need strong leadership that recognizes climate change is real. And there is work that we 
can do to mitigate its harm. There is the work that we need to do to reform the criminal justice system. I have 
long worked on that. I wrote a book in 2008 called smart on crime.



Bonnie Erbe: Both candidates believe Donald trump's presidential candidacy at the top of the republican ticket 
will be a big boost for them. 

Kamala Harris: When we have an election cycle that is suggesting that our country would somehow tolerate 
the idea that we would deny people entry into our country because of the god they worship when we have 
people who suggesting that an individual cannot be a judge in the court of our land because his parents were 
born I N Mexico, we know that the challenges are great right now. And it requires those of us who are prepared
to and have a track record of fighting for our ideals to stand up and say that is not who our country is and we 
want leadership that reflects the best of who we are and not the worst of who we are. 

Loretta Sanchez: It actually helps me. Because immigrant communities are with me, vietnamese American 
community, and the Korean community and the Chinese American community. A lot of the indough American 
community. The Romanian it is amazing to see the communities that are with us and of course the hispanics. 
And in California when you talk about hispanics, there is a lot of central Americans but got to be 80% Mexican-
American. And after the comments that trump made, against Mexicans and hispanics, I think you are going to 
see a big swell of people come to vote against him and hopefully vote Loretta Sanchez for senate.

Bonnie Erbe: So the demographics are such that 33% of California voters are hispanic and 13% are African-
American. There is a north-south split going on that sounds like we are going back to the civil war almost. The 
two parts of the state are so different and divided. And, yet, Kamala Harris has the San Francisco, state-wide 
but based in San Francisco, California Democratic party machine behind her. Who is going to win?

Ashe Schow: I could not predict that. I am not A betting person. I think what I S going to be fascinating is the 
Democratic party they are going to be able to see how much of the African-American vote does Sanchez get 
and how much of the hispanic vote does Harris get and what part of their approaches earned those votes. And 
going to be able to look going forward what do we need to say? California's already democrat but in local races
they will be saying what works on each community and without really having to worry about a republican. 

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: As a matter of fact some of -- some of the indications are in it's very interesting 
that Sanchez is my good friend and colleague is running on the hispanic vote and yet hispanics are voting for 
kamala Harris. So the most important thing about this race is to me that two women of color are running 
against each other. And running respectably and well. Take note, men how you ought to do it.

Bonnie Erbe: Should there have been a republican? Calf's open primary? You vote down ticket it doesn't 
matter what party you are nonwent up with two democrats is that fair?

Dana White: You know what? I think that is what the California voters want so California does things differently 
and that is ok for California. 

Bonnie Erbre: Even Louisiana has an open primary.

Dana White: That is a great thing because states should determine what best suits their voters but it is a 
wonderful thing that you have two women of color running for the office and regardless of the fact that i am a 
republican and it said a lot that California has had two women senators for so long and now choosing between 
two women of color. Politics aside it shows a lot about the progress we have made as a people together.

Anushay Hossain: It totally represents the changing face of America and America's ranked 75th in the world for
the number of women in government. To see two women -- 



Bonnie Erbe: in the federal legislature.

Anushay Hossain: But it's so amazing to see in California to have two women. It's fantastic.

Bonnie Erbe: That is it for this edition. Follow me on Twitter and visit our website, pbs.org/tothecontrary. And 
whether you agree or think to the contrary, see you next week.

[♪♪]

For a transcript or to see an on-line version of this episode of to the contrary visit our PBS website at 
pbs.org/tothecontrary.

[♪♪]


