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Bonnie Erbe: “This week on to the contrary. First, Donald trump's first 100 days. But with a focus on his work 
effecting women, families and diverse communities. Then, Ivanka Trump jeered for calling her father an 
advocate for families. Behind the headlines: Meet an organization finding success fighting homelessness with a 
two-generation approach.

[ ]♪♪

Bonnie Erbe: “Hello, I'm Bonnie Erbe. Welcome to To The Contrary, a discussion of news and social trends from 
diverse perspectives. Up first, the first hundred days and beyond. What impact has the first hundred days of 
Donald Trump's presidency had on women, families and diverse communities? Women activists say since they 
marched on Washington the day after the inauguration it's been one assault on their rights after another.

Neera Tanden: The kind of action and attitude the administration has and you see that in repealing the 
executive order around fair pay. Employers were at large to actually take concrete actions around pay equity 
and the repeal of that so early on really seemed to indicate the kind of dismissive attitude the Trump 
administration has to issues impacting women. And then when you really step back to the whole series of 
policies, from healthcare to the budget, the group that’s going to be hit the hardest are women and families.  

Bonnie Erbe: Tanden and others say there’s a list of ways women have been targeted: attempts to dismantle 
Obamacare, in actions on immigration, by Trump’s appointees to high office and the Supreme Court. The 
President’s supporters reject that assessment saying Donald Trump is keeping his promise to women and 
diverse voters.

Alveda King: I voted for trump and actually I was really interested in his appointment for supreme court justice, 
what he’s doing for women entrepreneurs, for women in the STEM that’s the science community. He has 
passed some initiatives there. When they ask him: what will you do for minorities? How will you make life 
better for minorities? He says that every American needs a job, a place to live, a secure community and I’m 
going to do that for everyone. 

Bonnie Erbe: Tanden says on the upside more women are energized, politically active and even planning to run 
for office.

Neera Tanden: It’s really women are empowering the resistance. They did a survey recently of people who are 
taking political action, taking political action for the first time in their lives or taking more political action then 
they’ve ever taken and it’s lopsidedly women. It’s women of all ages and women who never got involved in 
politics and then started talking about it in their church. If you can see the pictures of the town halls, theirs a lot
of women at those town halls really trying to hold members accountable. 

Bonnie Erbe: So, congresswoman Norton are women really the backbone of the resistance to the president's 
first 100 days and beyond?

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: Sure, they are, Bonnie but they are much more. They quickly asserted themselves 
as the leaders of the resistance and if Donald trump has only one term, the country will owe it to the women of 
the united states.

Anneke E. Green:  This is not world war II. I think it's ridiculous to call people expressing their thoughts through 
the process of government that we have setup as resistance. We have not been taken over by a hostile force.

Rose Aguilar: And I add to the women: young people, indigenous people and scientists. Who would have 
thought in 2017 scientists would be marching for science and facts?



Rina Shah: I think one thing that helped propel this narrative that women are the backbone of the resistance is 
that the Women's March on Washington took place the same inauguration weekend. So, that certainly sent a 
message and I'm just interested to see what more women will do in the coming 1,360 days left.

Bonnie Erbe: Anneke, you said this is not a war but when you go between the two sides as we do in
our work for the show, go to meetings of conservative women and of progressive women, it feels like a
War. And it feels like the country is at war really. It's not just the NGO's that serve the country but the country 
itself. And I'm wondering, president Trump got into office not just with white married women which is usually 
the republican cohort, who voted for president Bush, who voted for president Reagan, ect. This time it was all 
white women. How are they feeling about what he has done for women since his election?

Anneke E. Green: Well, I asked that question on Facebook and Twitter having known we would be discussing 
that and all the responses I got back said I'm very happy. The first person who wrote back to me said I'm so 
thrilled that Hillary Clinton is not the president, which I think is a reflection of the fact that we had a very 
contentious election and that has not died down, which is probably why we are talking about things in such 
heightened and dramatic terms. But, I think from a historical perspective, our system of government is doing 
great, people are speaking up. It is wonderful that women are running for office, but that doesn’t mean that 
we’ve been taken over by a hostile force. 

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: That is not the point. And in fact, in many ways the country feels like it's having a 
nervous breakdown. And many do feel that they have been taken over by a hostile force. Just look at the 
budget. The so-called “skinny” budget. I would call that an anti-woman budget. It goes after women and 
children first and it says where we want to put our money is on defense. The rest of you can go home or 
wherever you want to go. I don’t think there's any defense to be made of
this administration, particularly when it comes to women and children.

Bonnie Erbe: I was shocked frankly to read an article in Forbes Magazine. Of all places, I mean Steve Forbes is 
not --he is a republican and a conservative. And you know it's very business women oriented.
He does tremendous outreach to business women, but summing up Trump's first 100 days it was all anti-
women from their perspective including the gag rule hurting women around the world who need help with 
family planning. He talked about -- they talked about not just Obamacare and how that will -- how the 
republican house at least considered taking maternity care out of health coverage. Just this week we learned 
finally that president Trump is proposing to zero out the budget at the state department for the ambassador for
women and girls issues. And that budget is going from $8 million to zero. When defense spending is going up 
$53 billion.

Rina Shah: What all that tells me is he wants to put an emphasis back on the American woman instead of 
women abroad and that is a simple way of saying Republicans have felt for the longest time that we spend a lot 
of time catering to everyone else except for our own. And that we should perhaps spend more on women and 
girls here. Like you said, a lot of it does not match-up, but that is what it means when you are cutting back on 
programs and services for women in other parts of the world. I know that isn’t the way that America has 
traditionally done things, but if you look at Republicans concerned about our spending, it is the fact we are 
always spending on services abroad but it does not match-up to the fact that we spend so much on defense.

 Rose Aguilar: The global gag rule though is diplomacy and he has taken it even further than George Bush did 
and it is not a lot of money. When you at look how much is spent on weapons versus how much is spent on the 
global gag rule you will have girls in Africa, in Kenya and Tanzania, who will call in and ask basic questions about 
sex and simply because they talk about abortion they will not get funding. Zero. I mean people around the 
world are in shock about this.



Bonnie Erbe: Right but also more importantly from my perspective, having traveled around the world and 
covered what was being done with U.S. aid money, what Republicans, who feel the way you just outlined do not
realize is, I was in Morocco, where U.S. aid money was going to a family planning clinic, no abortions, abortions 
are illegal in Morocco.  And women were coming from 200 miles, because it was the only doctor and they had 
all their kids with them, for their kids to see A doctor. And on top of that this was twenty years ago, so the 
Moroccan government has just let a contract for cellphones to who? To the French, to A French company 
against several bids by American companies. Why? Because they get more foreign aid from France than they do
from the U.S. So it is A return on investment, too. And Republicans being so business-oriented, I do not 
understand why they do not take that into account.

Rina Shah: That is missing. And one thing that has also been seen over time is that Republicans have been 
lacking compassion with the same argument that we must be so hard lined, we have to what we’re spending on
helping parts of the world. The R.O.I is being forgotten, to you’re point. I agree and I think in time we will realize
when these programs go away and we see the repercussions by spending a little bit we could get a lot.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: The notion of soft power has been understood by American presidents 
throughout my lifetime. That yes we are the world's leading economic and military power. But soft power 
means use it and as the new secretary of defense says you will not need guns. For the trump administration not
to understand that this late in the game when we have Isis out there, North Korea, a very dangerous new 
phenomenon occurring, is making the country very unstable. 

Bonnie Erbe: Let me get back to the Trump's first 100 days and how it hurts or helps women and girls. The stem,
I guess it was A bill or executive order that he signed had no money behind it.  

Anneke E. Green: So, I read the text for that executive order which was based on legislation that was passed by 
a Democratic congresswoman. My understanding of it, just reading it, is that it was extending and allowing an 
existing program to extend the focus beyond laboratories to encouraging entrepreneurship with women and I T 
was not about giving funding, because they had funding so it was focus. As far as the global gag rule, I feel it is 
important to say we cannot forget that over half the country is opposed to using tax dollars to support abortion 
services, whether domestically or abroad. That is a significant number of people and we can't forget that those 
are voters and that Donald trump also represents those people. So to say that it's rolling back women's rights, 
not everyone is agreeing about what a woman’s right is and if that includes what some people consider to be 
murder.

Rose Aguilar: Not all of the clinics provide abortion, that’s the point. Even if they mention the word abortion 
they will lose the funding. And actually, according to the Wall Street Journal 70% of the population supports 
Roe v. Wade.

Anneke E. Green: They do not want to role it back, but they do not support abortions.

Rose Aguilar: But a lot of those clinics overseas do not provide abortion, they simply provide information.

Bonnie Erbe: Most are barred by country law.

Rose Aguilar: Right and the fact of the matter is, let's be honest here we are going to see a lot more women die,
because they are going to go the back alley. We already have 70,000 women die from unsafe abortions every 
year. So this is just going to make that problem worse.



Bonnie Erbe: Let us know what you think. Please follow me on Twitter @bonnieerbe. From the president to his 
daughter. Ivanka Trump's first official international trip as a white house employee was a little bumpy. She was 
hissed and booed at the W-20 summit on women's entrepreneurship in Germany. The audience was 
responding to Ivanka's defense of her father, when she called him "a tremendous champion of supporting 
families and enabling them to thrive." Critics asked whether Ivanka Trump was at the conference as a serious 
policy adviser on women's issues or as the first daughter. Trump for her part remained gracious and saying she 
is used to politics now. Ivanka’s comments come as the president is considering slashing aid and folding U.S. 
Agency for International Development into the State Department. That would include cutting the Office of 
Global Women's Issues' budget from more than $8 million to zero. So Anneke, let's talk about her treatment. 
Do you think it was fair?

Anneke E. Green: It may not have been fair. She handled it well though. I would not have liked that to happen to
me, if I’m on a panel and people start booing me. But I think she expects she is used to people thinking that her 
father is not great. So, she has to defend that.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: Well, normally and correctly, we give the children of presidents a pass, but Ivanka 
has involved herself in the politics of the presidency. So, there is no way you can go to Germany, represent the 
president and not take the gears that come with that. So, for her we have a different kettle of fish, because she 
is playing a different role. A duel role to be sure: a political role as well as a daughter role. 

 Bonnie Erbe: Do you see any political influence coming from her on her father? In other words, she is supposed
to be advocating for women. Is he listening to her?

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: Actually I do. I know her, because the Trump Hotel, which opens here was her 
brainchild. And I got to know her and frankly, I think she is a democrat, but she never told me that. I see her 
influence because of her interest in and she has got a bad bill, but her interest for example in paid leave for 
women and children. So, I think that if there are women in this administration, yes, it it’s Ivanka and maybe it’s 
better Ivanka, because she is closer to him. If that can help put women's issues on Donald trump's agenda, I'm 
all for that.

Bonnie Erbe: All right. But is she having any influence?

Rina Shah I think she is the. The tomahawks over Syria were her idea. Her brother went out and said that 
shortly after that strike. I think she certainly has her father's ear but the jury is out on really, truly what is her 
influence. At this point she’s too new.

Bonnie Erbe: Let me just interrupt for a second, Ivanka herself said that was not true.

Rina Shah: But it is a narrative, right? Even if -- 
Bonnie Erbe: But also, it has to do with war. We want to talk about her influence in terms of helping women. 
And paid maternity leave.

Rina Shah: Well I think that comes along with it. And you are right. We should be talking about that, because 
prior to her father winning elected office that is what she was doing. I used to read the newsletters from the 
brand headquarters and they were phenomenal and all about empowering younger women. Actually women of
all types, from everywhere. And just what we could be doing to help each other as a collective, which was a 
democrat sort of ideal. And I do think she still has those liberal ties to -- these are pet projects of hers and they 
come to her father's desk in that way now. But, know that she is a federal employee, the onus is greater on her 
to make sure that this is turning into legislative goals, victories for her father.



Rose Aguilar: Dropping tomahawks on Syria, I mean I’ve done shows about Syria, it's horrific. It doesn’t do 
anything to empower women and girls. It's terrorizing. I -- 

Bonnie Erbe: And they did not shutdown the airport. They did not drop the right kind of bombs.

Rose Aguilar: This war on terror just creates more terror and it’s obvious what’s happening.

Rina Shah: But the narrative is that she saw the photos of the children and said to her father, we have to do 
something. And so again, maybe she said that was not me, but that’s out there.

Rose Aguilar: Dropping bombs does not help children. It's backward thinking. I don’t think they booed-

Bonnie Erbe: Her plan would be to give just paid maternity leave and for a relatively short period of time. Is that
what American what young Americans, new parents want? No paid paternity leave? 

Rose Aguilar: Going back to the boo, I do not think they were booing her, but I think they were booing her 
father. Her rhetoric does not match what her father is doing. He is getting rid –

Bonnie Erbe: Does that make it a lie?

Rose Aguilar: A lie?

Bonnie Erbe: Does that make it A lie?

Rose Aguilar: What she’s saying about her father?

Bonnie Erbe: Yes

Rose Aguilar: Well his policies do not show American women that he cares about families and women. I mean, 
he is getting rid of overtime time. Betsy DeVos is going to make it harder for people to payback the student 
loans. Go down the list- a tax on planned parenthood. There are so many things that a lot of women are rightly 
frightened of under this administration and they are taking action very, very quickly. I think it's interesting that 
the media has said –

Bonnie Erbe: But nothing has happened yet, in the sense that even what they did with Obamacare, with 
allowing states to dropout, there were states that dropped out before Trump was elected president, but no new
states have dropped out- yet. So has there really been any actual impact yet?

Rose Aguilar: I think that we are going to see major impacts. Even just the budget cuts that are coming, they are
going very high, so then they have to come down 5-10% and that is going to be devastating to people across the
country. But I looked at the childcare plan and the plan is not out yet- the official plan, but if you make less than
30 grand a year and a lot of people make less than 30 grand a year, you are getting $10 a year for childcare. In 
California it's about $1200 A month for childcare. Which a lot of people cannot afford.

 Bonnie Erbe: All right. Thanks. We're going now behind the headlines. 15% of the population or 46 million 
Americans are considered poor. It is a problem seeking solutions for decades. One new and innovative program 
is finding success with homeless and near homeless families in Arkansas. Our House uses a two-generation 
approach.



Georgia Mjartan: We are a learning laboratory. We are not just a place where 1700 homeless and near 
homeless men, women and children come every year and get services. We are a program that models for our 
state and for the rest of the nation, what it looks like on the ground to work with people who are in positions of
extreme poverty.

Bonnie Erbe: Our House is a nonprofit founded in 1987 in Arkansas to reduce poverty and homelessness. 
Georgia Mjartan has been in charge for the past 12 years. In this laboratory as she calls it, she has formulated 
an approach to the issue that could be revolutionary.

Georgia Mjartan: There is a new way of looking at an intervention to end poverty to end family homelessness 
and that new approach is the two-generation approach. So, this is an idea that takes the whole family into 
account that says it's important for us to both lift the parent out of homelessness through work supports, 
through job training, through financial literacy, and housing while simultaneously working with the children, 
whether they are young in a Pre-K program of school aged children in school or out of school, really making 
sure we are thinking of the needs and also the opportunities that everyone in that family has.

Bonnie Erbe: The innovation Mjartan says has an everyday inspiration.

Georgia Mjartan: For years we've known as mothers, as family members, that what happens to our children 
directly affects us. And what is going on in our lives directly affects our children. So, the innovation is taking this 
really obvious experience that so many of us have and applying it in a thoughtful way within a program or 
across systems. You think about an intervention like W.I.C. and you think about that parent who goes in to 
qualify for that food benefit, that nutritional benefit, but no one is asking that parent what her children are 
doing for Pre-K?

Bonnie Erbe: This connection could be essential, because poverty affects the whole family not just individuals.

Georgia Mjartan: Children are at four years old, aware of what their parents are doing. Four year olds know if 
their parents are working or not. Four year olds are experiencing the effects of trauma or the effects of a 
positive model.

Bonnie Erbe: And it is often specifically mothers who are dealing with this sort of situation.

Georgia Mjartan: The majority of homeless families across the nation are single-parent led and single-mother 
led. So, 85% of homeless families are led by a single mother. So, the vast majority are single-mother led and 
that is our experience as well.

Bonnie Erbe: While most of the funding for the initiatives does not come from the federal government, about 
one fifth does. How will the work of Our House and that of others be affected by budget cuts from the Trump 
administration?

Georgia Mjartan: One of the things that we worry about at Our House is the impact of a federal budget that 
might not include national service. While we have a team of 80 people, about 25 to 30 of them, at any given 
time are Americore or Vista members. So, these are people who are giving a year of their life to living at the 
poverty line and serving people in poverty. Is that a program that will continue? We don't know. So the fact that
that is a question gives us great pause.

Bonnie Erbe: Is this the kind of thing that the Trump administration should fund as opposed to cutting back on, 
where there are innovations and new ways to lift people and children out of poverty?



Rina Shah: Without a doubt. this matches the message of economic opportunity that president Trump I think 
would like to leave as his legacy as a big businessman he can come in and see innovation and disruption help 
and truly create a solution where we are not giving somebody a handout but we are truly giving them a hand 
up. So, I think this is really fantastic, the work of Our House, because poverty can be multi-generational and is. 
And I think we have to combat that that privately and publicly.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton: I know this is cheap, because the Americore volunteers are free to non-profits like 
this. Look, what the people are doing are helping to create family life for people who had none. Nothing beats 
that.

Anneke E. Green: This sounds like A fantastic program. I think that the bigger picture is though, nobody ever 
wants their program to be cut. So, I personally would not want to see this program be cut, but at the same time
we need policymakers and we need our representatives to say: OK, we have a deficit and where are we going to
align our spending?

Rose Aguilar: We have a homeless and a poverty crisis in this country. Obviously it did not start with Donald 
trump. I think that both parties have failed the poor. I come from one of the wealthiest states, California, and 
our poverty is off the charts. You would be shocked what you see. In San Francisco I have never seen so many 
homeless people. It's getting worse. And it doesn’t have to be-

Bonnie Erbe: Well, San Francisco is, climate wise, a magnet for it in a sense, because there is no true winter as 
we have on the east coast. 

Rose Aguilar: Studies have shown that 70-80% of people living on the streets are from the area. The housing is 
just so expensive. You cannot find a one bedroom for less than $3500 A month. It doesn’t have to be this way 
though. When you look at other wealthy countries they do not have these problems. I was just having dinner 
with a German friend last night who said even the most conservative politicians in Germany would never think 
twice about offering universal healthcare and universal childcare. So there's a better way especially in the 
wealthiest country in the world.

Bonnie Erbe: Alright, we end it there. That is it for this edition. Please follow me on Twitter and visit our 
website, and pbs.org/tothecontrary and whether you agree or think to the contrary, see you next week.

[ ]♪♪


