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Bonnie Erbe: This week on To The Contrary. First, alerting domestic violence survivors if their 

abusers try to buy guns. Then, is family planning the answer to climate change? Behind the 

headlines Title IX one commentator says it hurts women and girls. Hello I’m Bonnie Erbe 

welcome to To The Contrary a discussion of news and social trends from diverse perspectives up 

first guns and domestic violence. The State of Washington is taking a big step to protect 

survivors of domestic violence.  Washington will be the first state to require law enforcement to 

alert survivors when their abusers attempt to buy gun the law takes effect this month. Federal law 

bars anyone who’s been convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence or is under a protective 

order for domestic abuse to buy or own a firearm. The Washington Bill also helps police conduct 

investigations into failed attempts to purchase firearms or when someone tries to buy a gun but 

fails the background check. These failed attempts are also known as lie and try attempts the new 

law only applies to survivors whose abusers have a court conviction or who went to court to get a 

court ordered restraining order. Women’s rights advocates say when abusers have weapons 

women are 5 times more likely to be killed during a domestic violence incident then when 

abusers don’t. So Congresswoman Norton how will this law help survivors of domestic abuse? 

 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: Bonnie let’s have a round of applause for the notification requirements 

in the Washington State law the first time we’ve seen a state value women’s lives over national 

rifle association objections.  

 

 

Jennifer Higgins: This law sets an important precedent I think it’s a real positive but we still have 

some work to do in Washington to get to a place where we’re talking gun control.  

 

 

Anushay Hossain: I don’t abusers should be able to access the guns in the first place.  

 

 

Ann Stone: I’m a big supporter of the NRA and I can’t believe they would object to the 

notification I think it’s a good step I’d be happy to Wayne LaPierre and try to squash his 

concerns.  

 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Alright, well you go girl. But I mean hasn’t from where I sit the NRA has become 

nothing but a sale, a market tool for a gun industry. They get money off of from the gun 

producing companies and they object to every little thing. This to me is, you know really minor 

how could an organization object to this? 

 

 

Ann Stone: I can’t believe again the notification part of it they’d object to but they rightfully see 

that everything is sort of the nose under the camels tent. The camel’s nose under the tent.. 

 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Isn’t it more about selling that one last gun even if to a guy who’s gonna kill his 

ex-girlfriend 



 

 

Ann Stone: No it's about worrying about a slippery slope because they understand the pressure if 

they buckle at all the pressure will be to push further for the, they’re not just going to take a little 

victory the others you know are going to want to go the whole way.  

 

 

Anushay Hossain: But it also appears as though the NRA solution to everything is more guns 

their solutions to school shootings is to you know arm the teachers.  They’re solutions to 

domestic violence is to arm the victims so this just leads to more violence and more gun sales.  

 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Exactly 

 

 

Jennifer Higgins: Well again I’m in the same place with respect to the second amendment and 

how important it is but at the same time we have to start a conversation at some point about what 

we do about the number of guns in this country and how they’re being used. And I think that’s 

something that again I can’t support the NRA and their efforts to pursue that route but what I can 

say is that notification and allowing states like Washington and other states to take on the 

opportunity to at least let women know where things stand.. 

 

 

Anushay Hossain: Yeah you know that the sad thing is, is that the conversation about gun control 

in this country is it’s so stalled. I mean maybe this is a I mean in any other country maybe this 

would be a good solution. But I almost feel like in America better than nothing because keeping 

the guns away from the users in the first place reducing the amount of people who can get access 

to arms. How easy it is in America more than any other country in the world to access firearms. I 

mean it’s just not a conversation that’s going to be going well.  

 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: What it’s about is people don’t ice their gate or their spouse they shoot 

them and what we’re looking is what the gun can do in a domestic situation. For example we 

heard date rape and we’re trying to do something about this, these laws generally matter, the 

Washington state law don’t cover people who aren't married these are loopholes over time cost 

people's lives every single day across the country.   

 

Bonnie Erbe: So even the Washington.. 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: No it does, it does and that's where it takes a leap forward and says to 

other states look if people live together not just if they're married, they must be covered.   

 

Ann Stone: I’ll tell you this may sound silly in a way but the notification over and above the 

woman then being prepared she could even go out and buy Kevlar. You know and the irony is 

there is a woman is the one who invented Kevlar that could protect her, by wearing a bulletproof 

vest..  



 

Bonnie Erbe: Do you want to go to sleep in a bulletproof vest every night? 

 

Ann Stone: No, but I do want to walk around in the house. 

 

Jennifer Higgins: This conversation is about making people feel safe and right now like women 

and men in this country don’t feel say given the number of guns that are out there and what 

they’re being used for  you see what happened to Congressman Scalise. You see the fact that 

people have a lot of anger and they have a vehicle and a tool to use it. So again not having a 

knife but not having a gun is a big factor and so for me start think about this is about safety and 

about protecting people of all walks of life and some of these women unmarried women aren't 

being protected in certain states and that's a problem too.  

 

Bonnie Erbe: What about sales at gun shows which are unregulated in many states? 

 

Jennifer Higgins: Sure there’s also the issue of background checks, which you look at some of 

these are not as effective as they could be for domestic violence or domestic assault situations 

where it doesn’t register and so ultimately the person is able to access the gun because it’s a 

misdemeanor charge and these are things that are still problems too. This system you talk about 

loopholes things that we can be correcting we need to start there because you’re right gun control 

and that conversation is going to be hard to battle in this country but we can do things to make 

people safer.  

 

Anushay Hossain: And also women aren’t all the same, I mean every woman’s situation is 

different so if i get a notification versus somebody else, how are you going to respond to that? 

It’s not like... 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Well the police. 

 

Anushay Hossain: They don’t always protect the women right. I feel like the situations, it has to 

be be some kind of holistic approach it’s so complicated. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: What else is there to do besides cause.. 

 

Ann Stone: Well I would say to that notification information sharings that's got to be the first 

step, you can’t protect if you don’t know yourself.  

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: Yeah you’re right, the best due process the man hasn't been convicted 

yet. Yet you  need to know that..  

 

Ann Stone: Who could have picked that, I mean seriously.  

 

Bonnie Erbe: What to move, to go underground? 

 

Ann Stone: To stay with family, to find ways to protect themselves. 

 



Eleanor Holmes Norton: He know exactly.. Because it takes a conviction in a country that still 

believes in due process and these are the complications that we have to.. And this what 

Washington state is doing all kinds of  notification to help you protect yourself. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Should other states be following this model? 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: They’re the first model  and I hope they’re the first of 50.  

 

Bonnie Erbe: Your thoughts? 

 

Ann Stone: Well I have friends that were murdered by their spouses in domestic violence 

situations. Actually both in the DC area and I don't know if they knew that their abuser had 

bought a gun. I happen to think that they would protected themselves and maybe not met the 

spouser out in the front of the house and had him get out of his car and shoot her in front of her 

children. Or the other one you know coming to the home and shoot her when he had been barred 

from the house. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: But are there many people in America these days who want a weapon, who don’t 

have one? I mean isn’t there pretty much open access.  

 

Ann Stone: Well actually women are buying guns at a higher rate than men now and they're 

actually getting a lot of the training. NRA’s biggest growth in membership has among women.  

 

Bonnie Erbe: Your thoughts? 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: Wrong solution, but that’s what's happening.   

 

Bonnie Erbe: Ok let us know what you think. Please follow me on Twitter @BonnieErbe, from 

gun violence to climate change. Recent news of a giant iceberg the size of Delaware breaking off 

in Antarctica is re-fueling concerns about climate change. Now research suggests family 

planning could be a strategy for curbing global carbon emissions. A study from Lund University 

in Sweden found having fewer children is the most effective way to reduce climate change. 

Other high impact ways to cut CO2 gas emissions include living without cars, avoiding plan 

travel and going vegetarian but living car free only reduces carbon emissions by 1/30th than 

having one less child does . The study's co-author notes she’s not advocating for laws that 

enforce restrictions on how many children people have what she calls a very personal matter. 

Census figures show in 2014 almost 48% of women between the ages of 15 and 44 had never 

had children up from almost 47% in 2012. So Jenn in the 70’s pop, the top discussion about 

population overpopulation, people having too many children was on the national media agenda, 

it was very popular. People took into consideration the damage they would do to the planet by 

having large families. Should that be, come but it’s disappeared the discussion  has disappeared. 

Should that come back? 

 

Jennifer Higgins: I’m not a big fan of the idea of population control. I think we’re.. 

 



Bonnie Erbe: We’re not talking about control nobody said.. Let me just state nobody said 

anything about control. It’s more like information. 

 

Jennifer Higgins: Sure and information is great I think that if we’re talking about making 

changes in our society, family planning as a solution   I put to climate change I think we should 

be talking about all the other solutions put together with what  they can do. I know that's the one 

that has the biggest impact but I can drive a Tesla, I could use a reusable bag when I go to the 

grocery store but we could also be talking about infrastructure reform and things like that in this 

country that helped us get to that place where we’re reducing our carbon footprint.  

 

Bonnie Erbe: Right but as we noted in the study says not having one.. Having one fewer child 

reduces the carbon footprint by 30 times per year what buying an electric car does. 

 

Jennifer Higgins: Right and I recognize the significance of that but at the same time I recognize 

that a lifestyle choice is always something that we sort of come back to. If you make the right 

choices and maybe we’re helping the environment together. As a Republican and as someone 

who thinks we can find other ways to address climate change I’m not sure that dropping a 

number of kids off and choosing that as my.. 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: Not as a Republican because they’re the climate change deniers. This is 

very important I never realized one additional person can ass so much more that all that we’re 

trying to do. Those of us who believe the scientists just won’t matter unless we try to do 

something bigger. This is why I’m so hopeful this is something that's already happening in the 

world.  

 

Bonnie Erbe: In the Western countries.. 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: In the Western countries and when exposed in other parts of the world 

too, when people learn that the fastest easiest way to increase your income is to have one less 

child they embrace it so were already on our way climate change deniers and scientists those 

who believe in sciences alike it seems to me should say this is where people go when they're 

trying to become middle class, when they’re trying to raise their incomes, lets all get together 

and embrace this one way because what we’re doing now is still taking us to a time when none 

of us will be able to live on this planet it’s happening everyday, it’s happening in your 

neighborhood and we’ve got to begin to do something big about it. 

 

Anushay Hossain: I was, I’m sorry.. 

 

Ann Stone: Look we’re not climate change deniers as Republicans, what we recognize is what 

impact human human factor has on it. But I think the information, but.. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: But what Republicans say is it's not human made in other words.. But.. 

 

Ann Stone: Humans contribute to a part of it and therefore the information you’re talking about, 

about one less child contributing to economic well-being and the impact it  has on the climate. I 



think that’s a great thing to share with people so they can make better choices for their lives. We 

don't deny climate change we just deny what part humans can do to impact it. 

 

Anushay Hossain: This entire conversation was so deja vu for me because I feel like everything 

was always about population control and this conversation and then in 1994 when the Cairo 

convention happened it was all about shifting it from control to women's empowerment giving 

women access to education, exactly.. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: I was there.. 

 

Anushay Hossain: Oh my gosh that’s awesome, but also access to birth control and family 

planning os that's a whole other conversation. And you know coming from Bangladesh we’re the 

poster child for, for climate change. But then you have countries like America whose carbon 

footprint is greater than developing countries like Bangladesh where our population is out of 

control so everybody has a part to play, a really big part to play.  

 

Bonnie Erbe: Well should, what about or again we’re not talking about control what what about 

changing tax policy? Should the child tax credit go out the window and you credits for having 

fewer kids, rather than having more. 

 

Jennifer Higgins: Yeah I think that the idea of a carrot versus stick approach which is like you 

get a tax penalty for having more kids or do you get a tax incentive for having fewer kids? 

There’s a factor to be acknowledged there I'm not sure we’re talking about comprehensive tax 

reform and Congress and the idea of changing tax  credits to address an issue of climate change. 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: No Bonnie we’re all already at zero population growth in the United 

States of America. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: No, no that’s not... which is increasing our rate very rapidly  

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: Wait a minute except for immigration.. American women... Yeah and 

you know we need those.. But that’s a better way to increase population than people having 

seven and eight children. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: But Eleanor  since I was born when our population was 170 million we are not at 

330 we be at 450, 450 million by mid century, 80% of that .. Women who are born here and 

educated tend to have fewer children and they have, were not even at repro.. We’re not even at 

reproduction rate in other word 1.7 or 1.8 child per woman per lifetime that wouldn't even keep 

the population at what it is now but with immigration we are, our.. we’re coming perilously close 

to doubling in a lifetime. 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: You expect it to go down... Alright Donald Trump.. 

 

Anushay Hossain: What about the fact that.. What about the fact that over 225  million women 

currently in the world don’t have access to family planning or reproductive health services so no 

woman wants to have six seven children and die and it’s condescending to be like well the 



developing countries really need to do something about it. We have a lot of barriers that you 

know deny us access to family planning. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Well for the longest time USAID the agency for international development was 

making grants to places like Bangladesh. I didn’t go to Bangladesh covering it there but I did go 

to India, and I did go to Morocco, and I did go to other places but that funding is going to be 

killed. 

 

Ann Stone: Well hell is frozen over because Anushay and I are agreeing again oh my gosh. But 

for example family planning I think world wide is something that needs to be promoted. In 

Malaysia when I visited there it became a sign of status and a positive thing and they would 

actually put symbols on their houses to show they were using family planning. And that was 

something that was actually spurred on by the US State Department was back in the 60’s and 

70’s. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: And isn’t President Trump going to cut all that funding if he gets his way? 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: Well Planned Parenthood to begin with. 

 

Ann Stone: He’s going to cut some, well this has done to this Planned Parenthood, but it doesn’t 

mean... That doesn’t mean we can’t promote that.. Well there will be money available for.. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: What the point is that women here won't have the access that they currently have? 

 

Anushay Hossain: But you know those..  

 

Ann Stone: There’ll be money available, I mean just because the budget is cut doesn’t mean a 

program is totally obliterated, just means it may be scaled back. But I think again we agree oh 

my gosh I can’t believe I’m saying that and that we need to affect it around the world because 

yes even even with immigration bringing people in, the US is not the biggest part of the problem 

because we’ve been addressing climate change and the carbon footprint we’ve actually taken a 

lot of positive steps for a lot of other countries haven’t so we should continue those policie. We 

don’t have to be part of the  Paris accord to do that. Really just promoted family planning 

worldwide and Anushay oh my gosh. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Wrap it up.. 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: Trump just took us out the Paris climate change agreement.. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Alright, behind the headlines feminism and victimology are young women playing 

the victim card too often? Author, professor, and social critic Camille Paglia says yes.  

 

Camille Paglia: I believe a woman should have a voice that cuts. Ok alright a woman should be 

assertive, ok a woman should be able to say no ok. Now you- you today you have these 

bourgeois girls have to go to have lessons how to say no ok they don’t know how to say no. 

 



Bonnie Erbe: Camille Paglia is a social and academic critic. Her books; Break, Blow, Burn and 

Free Women and Free Men: Sex, Gender, Feminism, addresses modern feminism and how it 

plays out on college campuses. She says college administrators need to stop interfering in 

students lives but when a crime occurs she says that should be reported to the police. 

 

Camille Paglia:  I think this monitoring of student behavior ok is actually undercutting women 

and preventing them from learning the skills that they need for the workplace ok in the 

workplace it’s up to each woman individually to to define her own limits and to maintain her 

own dignity ok. To treat women in this dependent condition in this way on college campuses. I 

think is undercutting the future generation of leaders. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: A Democrat and supporter of Bernie Sanders, Paglia is critical of the It’s On Us 

campaign. The Obama Administration anti sexual assault initiative was spearheaded by Vice 

President Joe Biden and it focuses on college men. 

 

Camille Paglia: Anyone who like Vice President Biden ok who speaks in these terms of this 

sanctimonious ok quasi-religious terms ok about the college campus is somehow an 

environment. A wild savannah ok where girls are so disabled from pro from managing their own 

lives, that they need the constant hovering helicopter presence ok of these parental proxies on the 

grievance committee boards and so on. This is such an insult to modern women. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Paglia addresses title nine the federal law prohibiting discrimination on the basis of 

sex in federally funded college education programs and activities is being scrutinized by 

education secretary Betsy Devos. She recently met with survivors male students who were 

falsely accused of sexual assault and administrators for their perspectives. Paglia says title nine 

has gone too far and is critical of the role her party has played in what she says is that expansion.  

 

Camille Paglia: The Democrats should be embarrassed ok that you need a you need a, that you 

need DeVos to come in ok alright and so thank God  hopefully ok sweep away these stupid 

intrusive regulations coming through title nine into the so, how sad it is ok that we have to, I 

have to look to the Trump Administration ok to liberate the you know the universities. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Paglia gets push back for her critiques but she remains passionate about her belief 

that this is not the equality her generation of feminists fought for in the 1960’s. She wants 

women to stand up and not see themselves as victims. 

 

Camille Paglia: Every woman has the obligation to draw the line ok behavior even in the 

workplace, even with a boss, you must learn to draw the line. Something disturbs you, something 

off color, you speak up not in a way that creates a great thing you speak up then you don’t wait 

down the road you don’t just go into an office and complain to a sexual harassment officer you 

indicate now at this moment ok that what has been said what had been done it is offensive to you 

as a woman ok. And until women learn that my philosophy of street smart amazon feminism till 

women learn that ok there always gonna be wards of the state. 

 



Bonnie Erbe: So Anushay you’re response to all that. Do you agree with professor Paglia that 

prosecution of sexual assault on campus should be moved from the university to the police 

department. 

 

Anushay Hossain: I do, I do yes and no. I feel like her main problem is that she's being really 

condescending to women. Women are standing up women are saying no our President even said 

that you can just grab us by our genitalia. I don't think its a problem with women speaking up, 

it’s rape culture normalizing mens sexual violence and blaming women for it. We’re not getting 

the support at workplaces. We’re not getting the support at our academic institutions. So you 

can't just blame it all on us, that we’re just not speaking up.  

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton: They always say it’s what women can do but I'm listening to her. The 

reason I’m listening to her, you think about the Millennials there has been a lot of talk about 

how, their feelings get hurt you know somebody says something against them, even African 

American they called me a dirty name. So it.. But remember this men can overpower me or most 

women so it's not as it a woman in a situation where it's he said she said has any way to strike 

back on herself. On the other hand I really am for including in women’s empowerment the 

obligation to stand up and not one. Now she so overstates the case that she’s going turn off 

everybody about when you consider that one of the most egregious in fact I would go so far as to 

say the most egregious crime that takes place on campuses today is date rape so you're not going 

to get anywhere by saying something’s wrong with women. You are going to get somewhere by 

saying wait a minute lets see what women empowerment is all about. What can women do? And 

I'd like to have that discussion.   

 

Ann Stone: This is about more that just date rape this is about women success in their lives and 

it's funny her message also albeit delivered a little strangely, actually takes a little bit from what 

Sheryl Sandberg said in her book Lean In. It’s about not allowing yourself to be a victim and 

women are taught as.. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: By the way Sheryl Sandberg is by far from the first person to ever you know 

combat victimology. 

 

Ann Stone: True, it’s the more... Right its.. Yes but it’s the more current version of it. So you 

know right from infancy in fact the from a book called A Different Voice talks about tracking 

that was done of male and female infants. Girls are taught from the womb up to be dependent 

and men aren’t, men are encouraged to be independent. Not true in all families, certainly less 

true in today’s families but it is a dependency mindset that were given that we have to break out 

of. So I think it’s good to have people talking about that and more has to be done in the high 

schools and  even before high school to teach girls it’s ok to speak up. 

 

Bonnie Erbe: But you know we heard recently that Betsy Devos’ the person in charge of the 

prosecuting crimes under title nine she’s giving more leeway not to prosecute crimes saying oh 

we’re going to work on the backlog, but really they’re saying according to many feminists is that 

they're not going to prosecute men who sexually assault women from this day forward. And what 

do you think Camille paglia would have to say about that and do you agree with her? 

 



Jennifer Higgins: I think that the conversation on a notion about Devos’ idea on due process and 

title nine is reprehensible. I think it’s a slippery slope and it's very dangerous. I think what we 

should be talking about and she talks about a lot of things in there but I think what we need to 

talk about is sort of what we can do to empower and prop up women and give them the resources 

and the tools they need to have that control and to have that power and some of that in this 

dialogue about Millennials and victimization is being taken away from them because we coddle 

people. We’ve not taught them that not only knowledge, power, but also your ability to 

understand how the process works and how to get through it and to know the process is going to 

work for you beyond just calling law enforcement. 

 

Anushay Hossain: She completely misses, she completely misses that point because look what 

happens when you do report, look what happened with the Cosby case... 

 

Bonnie Erbe: Alright, that's it for this edition please follow me on twitter and visit our website 

pbs.org/tothecontrary and whether you agree or think to the contrary see you next week. 
 


