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Bonnie Erbe  0:31  
This week To The Contrary. First, the latest on the so called congressional squad debate. Behind the Headlines, 
cigarettes and vaping, a gateway to teenage drug abuse? 
 
Hello, I'm Bonnie Erbe. Welcome to To The Contrary, a discussion of news and social trends from diverse 
perspectives. Up first, the latest on the squad. President Trump ramped up his clash with the so-called Squad 
this week, the four freshmen women of color US House members. His tweets seem to drive chants of 'sent her 
back' at a Trump rally in North Carolina but later he disavowed the chant at that rally falsely accused 
representative Ilhan Omar, one of the four of praising Al- Qaeda House Democrats and so doing he seriously 
endangered Omar. Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, one of the other members of the so-called Squad is now facing 
challengers for her seat in 2020, after tangling with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other house leaders. One 
of the challengers Sherie Murray is a Republican immigrant from Jamaica. Businesswoman Murray says, AOC 
cares more about her celebrity than her district. Trump's tweets and public comments are being called racist, 
xenophobic and misogynist. The House of Representatives even voted to condemn the comments with four 
Republicans and one Independent joining the Democratic majority, three of the women, AOC, Rashid Tlaib and 
Ayanna Pressley are native born citizens. Omar is a naturalized citizen from Somalia.  
 
So what do you think is drawing the attacks on President Trump? Is it their gender or their race? 
 
Donna Edwards  2:30  
Well, you know, I think sometimes we can't separate them. But what's really clear is that the President has 
decided that he's going to run his 2016 playbook in 2020. And that's why he's attacking these women, and it's on 
their race and it's on their ethnicity. 
 
Ann Stone  2:45  
It has nothing to do with race, ethnicity, or gender. It has to do with their hearts, and their hearts have not 
appeared to be in the best interest of the country. You know, I've had people say to me, oh, you know, they're 
they're pro America. I really have looked for statements where they have supported the country there are few 
and far between. 
 
Patrica Sosa  3:02  
well, the trawling or trawler precedent loves to insult absolutely everybody. He's definitely diminishing the 
Office of the President. But we know that his base feel passionate when he insults women lock her up or, or 
minority send them back to their country. 
 
Liz Matory  3:18  
I'm sorry, I'm trying not to laugh. It's because they're communists. I mean, Justice democrats had promised, 
promised implode the Democratic Party from within. And those four women are members of the Justice 
Democrats who are socialist. What is it socialist, Democrat, Socialist, slash Communist? That's what they are. 
And at the end of the day, they're 35 other women?  
 
Bonnie Erbe  3:40  
Because Ocasio Cortez has said that she's a Democratic socialist. Bernie Sanders, of course. But I don't know 



that. They're all hard that group. 
 
Liz Matory  3:49  
They are. Yeah. And so at the end of the day, there were 34 other women who were elected to Congress. There 
are 20 other people of color elected. They're not the only four. 
 
Patrica Sosa  4:00  
this is the republicans trying to bring us back to the Cold War. The fact that we live in a country, we have 
freedom of expression and exploring political ideas, and what they're doing is trying to address the issues of 
inequities in this country, in terms of wages, in terms of health care, I mean, Casio Cortez and Tlaib, they're all 
very articulate and thoughtful about those issues. And that's what they feel passionate about. And they also feel 
passionate against fighting against racism, which is what we see coming out of the presidency and personally, 
President Trump rages... 
 
Bonnie Erbe  4:35  
Why would they embrace the label Socialist? I mean, well, why would anyone in this country live in Russia, 
thinking it was a better place, or Venezuela? 
 
Donna Edwards  4:49  
Well, first of all, only one person among those for his among Democrats is embrace the term Democratic 
socialist, and I think to conflate one socialism and communism, they're completely different systems. But never, 
never mind that what is really clear is that the President has decided, and the Republican party has decided that 
they want to engage in both race baiting and red baiting in this campaign in order to win an election. And I 
think it's actually going to turn off those suburban college educated white women voters who turned in in 2018. 
And it's going to unify the Democratic Party, behind an agenda that is inclusive of all of the all people. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  5:33  
A lot of experts Republicans are saying this has virtually nothing to do with the women, or the you know, the 
fact that they're of color and more to do about ginning up the base. His basis been a little bored recently. And 
it's been like a month of getting not 
 
Ann Stone  5:51  
It's not  
 
Bonnie Erbe  5:52  
The issue after issue of trying to get his bit, you know, the red meat eaters out there saying, Yeah, it's smart... 
 
Ann Stone  5:58  
It's not just about his base. It's about people in this country that are really sick and tired of listening to the 
Democrats tear this country down and tear the president down. He could say the sky is blue, and they will take, 
see, he's eliminating all the other colors of the rainbow. He's a racist, but there are a lot of people 
 
Bonnie Erbe  6:14  
But that's the way they think he's the one tearing the country down, is the way the media covers it... 
 
He is a jingoistic kind of patriot and their, whether, I'm not a Democrat or Republican, I hate both parties 
equally for different reasons. But the fact is there no true patriots think that he is a patriot. It's like, let's go wave 
the flag, bang the drum that that doesn't make you a patriot and I never served in the military matter.  
 
Patrica Sosa  6:48  



We are witnessing here is that victimization. Not all of us third and white Americans are the victims. Again, 
that's what Trump is saying. We're not... That's what they're doing. I mean, what I say is clearly he has a 
coalition of white supremacist, and christian conservatives among others. And that is his coalition. He is, he 
needs to mobilize that coalition in order to win the presidency, because he's refused to have a political strategy 
that is inclusive, his political strategies about his base, and really mobilizing the base and what he's doing with 
the race baiting and and send them back is all about his base. 
 
Liz Matory  7:31  
I'm sorry, this is so hard to listen to, because we are his base. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  7:37  
No laughing... 
 
Liz Matory  7:38  
I know, the issue is, and I and I apologize, Bonnie. Because it is a laughing It's hysterical. Because quite 
frankly, for someone who and Donna knows this, the Democratic Party has been kept as you mentioning before, 
they don't support, they haven't supported black woman for a while. She should be the center right now, if you 
know what I mean, like Chris Van Hollen, when they ran in 2016. That's one of the reasons why I left, I took 
one picture with Donna. And he uninvited me to volunteer because they knew how impactful that one picture 
was for the black women vote. So for the Democratic Party to again, blame it on Trump, your issues are what 
made someone like me, a DC native born and raised college, Ivy League, law school, Business School graduate, 
become a Trump supporter, despite all of the different... 
 
Bonnie Erbe  8:32  
But you are an accent, it's no exception. What are you saying like 50% of all black democrats are becoming 
republicans nothing like. 
 
Liz Matory  8:40  
They're becoming Independent, or there. Or they're becoming Socialist. They are generation came up through, 
mind you 911 was a formative point for me. But I was already 21. For someone like Ocasio Cortez, she was 
born in 1989, she never saw Communism. So at the end of the day, this Communism, or this Socialism is 
literally one step away from each other. The best people that I've met on the campaign trail were people from 
former Communist blocks, who are like, I can't believe that these people are joking. Like they're accepting.  
 
Donna Edwards  9:18  
Okay, and but let's first look, the Democratic Party, in a sense, I was injected in this I'm a Democrat. And the 
reason is because we share values, we share values that are inclusive, and it's true. Do we have these values and 
battles within the democratic party? Absolutely. And we embrace that.  
 
Bonnie Erbe  9:37  
So does Republic? That's right, what party that doesn't? But what President Trump is doing right now is he 
started his he started his inauguration talking about the American carnage. He's the one who's tearing this 
country apart. He's the one who's injecting race in a way that is so divisive in the country. And and I think that 
you can't be a president, who is supposed to  unify people with the kind of language that he uses the attacks on, 
on women, the attacks on these women of color, it's unacceptable. 
 
What about their disrespect of the House Speaker? 
 
Donna Edwards  10:12  
I wrote that I think it's tough to come into a congress when you beat in these long term incumbents, and there's 



a, you know, some animosity and stuff. And so I do think that they need to step back from that I don't think the 
accusations about her that she was somehow not supportive of women of color is an accurate one. And so 
language really does matter. She has a lot to gain from them. And they're sort of national voice. And they have a 
lot to learn from her as well. And I hope that they are able to sit down and and bring the Democratic Party to 
some unity. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  10:44  
I saw a poll of a OC. In March. She had first of all, our districts about 49% Hispanic, so she certainly got, you 
know, the at least half the district on her side to begin with. Second. So she had but she had approval ratings at 
that time of about 60 something percent. Then there was one in April after she shoed Amazon out of her district 
kicked what 100,000 jobs out of Queens. She wasn't so popular anymore. But that was April. How are they 
responding to all this? what she's doing now? And how much of a shot would you give Sherie Murray? 
 
Ann Stone  11:26  
Right now the polling for all four of them is awful. Their approval ratings by some  
 
Bonnie Erbe  11:31  
As of what date though. Because as late as our blast I could find last weekend was an April poll for AOC. 
 
Ann Stone  11:39  
They have more current ones and as of last week, when one figures it wouldn't figure that really stands out is 
in... 
 
Bonnie Erbe  11:45  
Are you talking about in their districts are nationally? 
 
Ann Stone  11:48  
Nationally.  
 
Bonnie Erbe  11:48  
Okay, I'm talking about in their district. 
 
Ann Stone  11:50  
Yeah, I haven't seen the stuff in the district.  
 
Bonnie Erbe  11:52  
I know, which might be very different. Last polling. And I grew up in Manhattan. Okay, the way blue New 
York views the world is very different about how red Oklahoma views the world. And you know, but it doesn't 
matter what Oklahoma thinks about or it matters what New York thinks about. 
 
Ann Stone  12:12  
There's three different points I want to make. Number one, we're not a party of white supremacists, the media 
and the left give the white supremacist oxygen, not Donald Trump. So stop it, or I'm going to start saying 
democrats are all communists, because that's the equivalent attack. So that's number one. And that really does 
make me angry when they try to wrap us in that.  
 
Bonnie Erbe  12:31  
But let's get back to Scherie Murray. In terms of how much of... 
 
Ann Stone  12:36  



They are very angry at her overshooting with the jobs because it directly impacted and they don't like the fact 
that she shouldn't spend time on their issues. She should spend time on getting yourself on Instagram and on on 
media, and talk shows. It's all about her. So the polling that I've seen her approval rating was down as low is 
25%. OMar's in swing district... 
 
Again. You're talking nationally ... 
 
No actually this was in her district. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  13:01  
In her district. 
 
Ann Stone  13:01  
Right after Amazon has gone down. Nationally, I think it's like down in to 22% or something like that. I will 
say this for Omar in the swing districts which republicans are looking at Omar's polling is 9%. I mean, Trump 
when he when he called them out, he understood they are not popular and they're not popular because they're 
seen as being really anti American. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  13:25  
Last words. 
 
Patrica Sosa  13:25  
Alexandria Ocasio Cortez is a hero in the Latino community. We think she's brilliant, we think she's substantive 
and the loss of Amazon in New York City was not just her doing there were a lot of forces that pull them out.  
 
And also among young women 
 
Yeah, and she, we when you see her in hearings, she is brilliant. She cares about her job and and you may want 
to say and I hear Republicans because I debate republicans in many other settings always saying that she's dumb 
she's stupid and self-centered. But that is not what her constitution sees, because they see her working very hard 
for their interest. So I think her election is very likely. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  14:05  
All right, let us know what you think. Please follow me on twitter at Bonnie Erbe or @ To The Contrary.  
 
Behind the Headlines, smoking and cigarettes as gateway drugs for teens. Most parents don't know that 
cigarettes are a gateway drug, which opens the door to abuse of harder substances. Even more importantly, it's 
becoming increasingly clear that vaping now much more popular among teens than smoking tobacco is more 
addictive, and a more effective gateway drug. 
 
Madison Langer  14:37  
I started using when I was a freshman in high school. It was offered to me by my best friend. I trusted her she 
was a varsity athlete, so I thought you know she's healthy. Of course, this can be something bad. She's offering 
me. It was a captain crunch flavored and Captain Crunch is my favorite cereal. So I started using E cigarettes 
and at one point got my own, I became addicted. And when I was 16 years old, I quit using. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  15:04  
Madi Langer was one of the lucky ones able to kick the vaping habit as well as another substance but teen 
smoking, the scourge of most parents of teens has been replaced by a much more potent enemy: team vaping. 
Each cartridge for the vaping device contains as much nicotine as a whole pack of cigarettes, but it's flavored 



like candy so kids think it's safe to smoke the whole thing. 
 
Matthew Myers  15:32  
The concern about e cigarettes is that kids who would never use cigarettes think E cigarettes are cool is a direct 
result between 2007 teen and 2018 we saw such a meteoric rise in the E cigarettes that today they're more kids 
using the nicotine products than they were 10 years ago. When you add E cigarettes to the number of kids are 
using cigarettes in the smaller number of kids who use cigars. The total number of kids today using new 
nicotine based products is around 27%. That is a dramatic rise from just two years ago. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  16:06  
According to the government's 2016 National Household Survey on Drug Abuse. Years of marketing aimed at 
preventing or stopping kids from smoking was very effective.  
 
Matthew Myers  16:18  
The dramatic decline in cigarette use is a direct result of government policies and marketing, increasing the 
price of tobacco products, decreasing the places where people can smoke indoors. So smoking is no longer a 
social norm, eliminating the images that tobacco companies use to make it attractive to young people. Solid 
strong public education campaign so kids not only understand the risk of smoking, but they understand the 
extent to which the tobacco companies were manipulating them to smoke. So what we see is a drop in smoking 
among kids that is actually greater than a change in behavior of other products. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  16:55  
Fact based marketing had cut the rate of child smoking to sing digit. But the household survey also made clear 
the connection between nicotine and other drugs. It showed two thirds of all Americans who had ever smoked 
or seven times more likely to have tried marijuana and cocaine, they were also 14 times more likely to have 
tried crack and 16 times more likely to have tried heroin. Vaping is only four years old. There are no data yet on 
whether it's a gateway drug, but it certainly appears to be so. 
 
Dr. Nora Volkow  17:29  
So that's the way that nicotine access a gateway drug by increasing their regarding the pleasurable responses 
that you get from the drug, but also by facilitating the changes in the brain that will lead you to loss of control. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  17:44  
Since there has been no public education campaign against vaping. People, especially teens, don't yet know how 
much stronger it is than playing tobacco cigarettes. 
 
Dr. Nora Volkow  17:55  
We have already seen evidence actually of toxicity associated from people just taking one of these vaping 
devices and consuming it as if it were a cigarette, and that ends them up in the emergency department. So you 
are delivering very very effectively very high doses of nicotine. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  18:13  
The Food and Drug Administration has the power to regulate vaping marketing just as it does for cigarette sales, 
but it postponed reviewing the products for several years advocacy groups including the campaign for tobacco 
free kids sued the agency saying it had shirked its legal duty and a federal court agreed in May. Vaping 
Company jewel labs claims not to but markets to kids using social media. Maddie Langer says kids need 
alternative sources of information. 
 
Madison Langer  18:45  
A lot of kids in 2016 took a survey and they didn't know that a lot of the cigarettes that they were using had 



nicotine even in them. And so I think there's just a lot of misinformation that we need to correct with educators 
and parents and youth. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  19:00  
So Patricia, you work, of course, for the campaign. And it's amazing to me that the FDA had complete power, 
because of the regulation of ads that it had one long ago for regulating tobacco that it could, it could have 
regulated these ads pretty much out of existence, or certainly change them so much that they would have been 
much less effective than they are and just sat there and did nothing. What is wrong with this agency? 
 
Patrica Sosa  19:31  
Yeah, is that terrible situation as as the segment was saying. Last year, keeps consuming E cigarettes went up to 
78%, 3.6 million kids are smoking consuming these products are the most popular is jewel, which is like a USB. 
That is smoke with the pot that contains a concentrated nicotine that is equivalent of a whole pack of cigarettes. 
And the reason why they're so popular is because they use flavor. I didn't know this, I learned that you can 
would have different 15,000 different flavors. Imagine that. And the kids actually surveys have shown that they 
believe that they're not smoking nicotine that they're smoking fruits that they're smoking the flavors and that's 
the reason why my organization that campaign for tobacco-free kids leading position is to ban the use of flavors 
for this product. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  20:18  
But let's get back to the FDA and inaction. It took, they lost the court suit recently. They were sued by the 
campaign and other anti-american cancer society, American Lungs society and American Heart Association.  
 
Are they going to start regulating now? 
 
Patrica Sosa  20:30  
It was in the first circuit and the ruling was that the FDA has to speed up the regulation on this product? The 
FDA is not appealing the decision so far. So we believe that they're going to try to comply, I think it's around 10 
months that they have to issue the new regulations. They clearly have the authority and they actually released 
what they call 'The Demon Rule', which is yes, we do have legal authority over these products. The problem 
was that, under the Obama administration, they gave them four years to issue the actual regulation someone 
Trump to cover he gave them additional year. So until 2022, and in the meantime, they're completely 
unregulated, they actually allowed to advertise, I'm sure a lot of people are surprised to see the ads in the radio, 
on TV, because they're claiming, and this is very important to understand. They're claiming that these are safer 
products, that these are actually products that for some people will be helpful for cessation. But that is not how 
they're using this product. But potentially, technically speaking, yes, it could be that but that is not at all what 
we're seeing in the market. And obviously, that's why we're seeing this epidemic among kids. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  21:35  
And if they're 20 cigarettes and one vaping cartridge, does not make it 20 times as a day. 
 
Patrica Sosa  21:42  
Highly Highly... 
 
Bonnie Erbe  21:43  
And sending people as we mentioned in the piece to the hospital, because these people think they're smoking 
one cigarette, and they're smoking 20 cigarettes, you work a lot with government agencies, is there any out there 
as ineffective as this one? 
 
Ann Stone  21:56  



Well, I'd say on this, they are behind the curve where they need to be. And when Trump is reelected, and in 
2020, if they can stop calling a racist long enough, I think this is something you could actually get a support on. 
Man doesn't drink doesn't smoke doesn't believe in putting foreign substances like that in his body, you 
probably could work a bridge to get more regulation. But you really have to stop calling them names long 
enough.  
 
Bonnie Erbe  22:18  
Okay, let switch the topic... 
 
Donna Edwards  22:24  
I think that this is an industry that has been allowed to have free reign, and where it's different is that it's really 
an industry that's also targeting teenagers, and you look at the numbers and team smoking had come down. And 
now it's like, you know, up through the roof with these E cigarettes. And I think that the industry figured out 
that they had a whole new marketplace and consumer base to go at and they did and that they could do it 
without anyone providing any kind of checks. And I'd love to see some more congressional oversight to look at 
what the breakdown was. So that it doesn't happen.  
 
Ann Stone  23:01  
But I have a question really quickly could ask. Who are the social influencers that are doing vaping that is 
making it so cool for the kids? 
 
Patrica Sosa  23:09  
Yeah, well, I think that's the social media. And I think that influencers you're probably right, but I think it's a 
product itself is highly addictive is also very easy to hide, because it's not a product that adults are familiar with. 
And you can actually smoke it what they do, in actually the jewel companies and most famous most popular one 
is jewel have this clothing line that you can pull the jewel inside you jacket and you can consume it like this. 
You can even be in class and the teacher will not know that what you're doing. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  23:39  
I've seen them exhale... 
 
Patrica Sosa  23:43  
E cigarettes is a very different kind of a product. So yes, most of the cigarettes that you see have the cloud what 
they call vaping. Although I call that smoke, because it's really called aerosol, because it has chemicals. But 
jewel itself is a different product, and that there's less release of the smoke. That's the one that is the most 
pernicious. 
 
Liz Matory  24:04  
I think it's just another example of mine alteration. I mean, children, kids, adults, or what have you, 
unfortunately, we're addicted society and that unfortunately, if you aren't abstaining, and you're not watching 
what you consume, this is just the last tool and who are the lobbyists that have really protected this industry 
from oversight for so long? That's my question.  
 
Patrica Sosa  24:29  
Can I say there might be, say something to that we not seen that much opposition from the MTA. I am really 
hopeful because we do agree with you that Trump doesn't drink doesn't smoke... 
 
Well... but now they're there, everything goes accordingly. They're not going to appeal it and they're going to let 
it be regulated. So yes, they said me that this could potentially be an issue in which we can see good outcome 
from the Trump administration. 



 
Bonnie Erbe  25:00  
Donna. 
 
Donna Edwards  25:01  
I mean, good thing that we can agree, can agree on that. I mean, the The fact is that the FDA, people argue that 
on a whole range of things that they just take too long to come to their decision making. And so even though 
they still have the extended time period, if they are able to speed up the regulation, this is an industry that we 
can get control of. 
 
Bonnie Erbe  25:21  
all right, and go with all good speed. That's it for this edition, please follow me on Twitter and visit our website 
pbs.org. Slash To The Contrary and whether you agree or think To The Contrary. See you next week. 
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