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Bonnie Erbé  0:14  
Hello, I'm Bonnie Erbe Welcome to To The Contrary  Yearly Film Festival, All About Women and Girls. 
 
 As a platform for new filmmakers. We highlight the best work in four categories. They are current events about 
advancing the rights of girls, women or diverse communities in the US, changing cultural attitudes on gender from a 
woman's perspective, and US women's history and finally, student entries. This week's winner is from the category 
changing cultural attitudes on gender. Love Wins comes from filmmaker Robin Camps. It's the intimate and touching tale 
of two women in their 80s, who met and fell in love during a time when that was strictly taboo. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  1:07  
We are a repair of women that fell in love together many years ago and up together, got married and went through a 
wonderful life with some hardships. 
 
Jan Moore  1:21  
With two women that evolved in a time that was almost impossible to do. 
 
Scott Moore  1:31  
They fell in love based on loving each other for who they really are. 
 
Jan Moore  1:39  
I think we developed a nice friendship. She said I chased her but I really liked her as a person.  
 
Emily Sonnessa  1:46  
And you could chase a nice person. 
 
I'm Emily, we've been together for 35, 45 years. There I go, this, see that? It is that crazy? Around 45 years, and we got 
married last year when it was okay in New Jersey.  
 
Jan Moore  2:09  
I'm Jan Moore. I'm married to Emily, the clown next to me. And we've had a wonderful, interesting journey for the last 
45 years. And we're finally married. Finally, finally. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  2:30  
You know, I look at you and I'm like, I guess I would look at any, any couple that's been together for 45 years.  
 
They bicker because they've been together for 45 years. They love one another because they're still together after 45 
years.  
 
Jan Moore  2:44  
With two lesbians from madly in love I was married and fell in love with Emily and she didn't know it. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  3:00  
Well as a child growing up, we were, I would say, the poor side we didn't have a lot of money. Was a family of eight 
children. And my father was a banana pusher actually, he sold bananas and fruit in the street market. So we tried to do 
what we could do the cheapest way. I was a crazy kid, I would have to say I was a townboy. I played baseball in the 
streets, so at that time, it was called stickball. I really never played with dolls. I wasn't girly, girly. 
 
Janice Lobravico (Jan Moore)  3:40  
I was born in 1936. And as far as back as I remember, I was headstrong. I was a defiant little kid. Growing up, I was a bit 
of a townboy. I wasn't particularly happy as a child. I was felt kind of alone. I was adopted. Adoption to me was rejection 
from my biological mother. Intellectually I could always deal with it emotionally I couldn't. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  4:15  



When I started feeling feelings for women, I'd have to say of course, I guess most children do in school. Okay, to 
teachers, there was one in particular I had very fond affection for, never developed of course to anything was showed it 
in any way other than being a good student. I mean, you know, the best I could be for. And I started realizing I had more 
feelings for women than I had for men. Most of my friends in school at that age were all straight. There was nobody I 
knew that was gay. My head I was wondering what was wrong with me because I didn't care that much about going on 
dates with guys. 
 
I knew in the family that I came from, I couldn't come out or be out with or talk to them about it. Again, there was 
nobody I can talk to. It was almost like I buried that in my head, my heart. The only thing is I had a crush on somebody 
maybe earlier in school or wherever, but I just lived with that. I've lived the life I had, and that was that. 
 
Jan Moore  5:31  
I didn't have any gay feelings. But I remember I couldn't have been more than eight or nine years old. And we were up in 
Bear Mountain. And I heard a little girl say to her mother, look at that boy over there. And I looked around because I was 
wondering who she's talking about. And her mother said, That's not a boy. That's a little girl. Well, why does she looked 
like a boy? And that bothered me. My mother was an ardent reader and she was always giving me books to read. And 
one of them was The Well of Loneliness. And she said to me, did you read it nice? I've read it, but I don't understand it. 
She said, what don't you understand? I said the whole thing. She said, then you wasted your time. I said, well, can we 
talk about? She says, no, you don't understand it. And I let it go. 
 
I think my mother probably gave me that book because my mother was wiser than I realized. It finally dawned on my 
dumb head that my mother knew, and I didn't. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  6:36  
Then I got older Of course and had to go to work after school. I worked at Macy's as a technician in the testing center. In 
my mind, I just kept thinking, I'm going to meet a woman one day that we're both going to feel the same way. And I met 
someone there finally and she was never gay before. She had no feelings for women, she said, but she was attracted to 
me and made advances towards me. And we got together and we were going together. Nobody knew that she was just 
my best friend. Family wasn't aware. I slept at her house. She slept back my house. And it went on for eight years. 
 
Jan Moore  7:24  
I had a great husband, nice guy. He's a PhD award to get in chemistry, and he put up with my nonsense and if you saw 
the movie, The Way We Were, that's Donald and I, I was raised in liberal and Donald was a conservative Republican till 
the day he died. I've always wanted to be married. I always wanted to have children. This was a big thing in life to me. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  8:01  
We went to clubs when I was a little older, and we went to clubs that you were hoping nobody again would see you 
there, recognize you. We went to clubs when the police raided the clubs. I was in two raids that I could remember, the 
police at that time were really very, very mean nasty and insulting. They had lined everybody up in the club. And they 
would ask for your papers, license, any intensification that would make remarks to everybody. Does your mother know 
what you do? How about your father? What does he like? And then we would be let go, which we wasted oh my God, 
they will call my father. I will be dead. That's it. But that's the feeling. That's the way it was at that time. I just had two 
lives. I live the one that I was straight with one deflate. I really did. I enjoyed that. And then I lived this one. The gay one, 
same way. I left Macy's and went to work at a company called JP Stevens in New York was a laboratory technician. And 
then I met Jan's husband. I worked with her husband. That's how I met Jan to begin with. 
 
One day we were leaving work at the end of the day. And when I came out of the building, there was this dark, suntan, 
cut short hair, white shirt on with the collar up sitting on this wonderful Cadillac convertible. And I just looked at her and 
she looked at me and it was like, that's the first time I think she realized it, but she didn't let herself know it. And as we 
walked away, I said to my friend, Bernice, who's that sitting on the car? she saw that's Dr. Moore's wife and under my 
breath, I said, that ain't nobody's wife. And that was the first... 
 
Jan Moore  10:06  



She loves telling this story. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  10:07  
That was my first encounter 
 
Through him, I met him, fell in love and that's basically when my life began. I didn't immediately fall in love with Jan 
because she was married to a doctor. And I thought she was just feeling spreading her wings in another direction just for 
the heck of it. 
 
Jan Moore  10:42  
You didn't know when I loved you.  
 
Emily Sonnessa  10:45  
You chased me I knew that. 
 
Jan Moore  10:46  
I didn't chase you. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  10:48  
No you did. 
 
Jan Moore  10:48  
That's the story you told.  
 
Emily Sonnessa  10:49  
Yes, you did. 
 
Jan Moore  10:50  
That's that's when you tell everybody. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  10:52  
Yes, because it happened. 
 
Jan Moore  10:54  
She was the life of the party and I was chasing the life of the party and some days you're still the life of the party.  
 
Emily Sonnessa  11:02  
Some days. 
 
Jan Moore  11:04  
The more we bowled stuff together. I felt this attraction and this was before Emily even knew it. And I was married to 
Donald and I thought, This is crazy. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  11:26  
We went to the bathroom. Nobody was in the bathroom. We just kissed each other. That was our first kiss and Wow, 
okay. Kind of kind of really showed something was there. I started getting fonder of her liking her more, but I said, what 
am I crazy? He's a married woman. She's married to a doctor who was my one of my bosses. And she says that she 
thought that happy but she has three children. And I said, I don't know I think she's, she's just somebody, a doctor's wife, 
you know, wants to see what the other side of the rainbow lives like. I didn't want to break up a home, I didn't want to 
break up somebody with three children. So I really kept things on a level, a certain level. So we started having an affair 
together. And that was the beginning of our relationship really. 
 
Jan Moore  12:25  



My life began when I got married, and I had kids. But I began to live my life, when I fell in love with Emily. 
 
We live such a straight life in town 
 
Emily Sonnessa  12:49  
Because we had three children 
 
Jan Moore  12:52  
We lived in Rutherford because I had lived there previously with my husband, and getting a divorce. I didn't want the 
children's lives so disrupted so I kept them in the same school system. We lived closeted, without a doubt, it was the 
most closeted relationship. I'm sure people know, it was nobody said a word. 
 
Scott Moore  13:20  
It was a bit of the elephant in the living room. Despite that, they shared a bedroom. I was kind of protecting the secret. 
And it wasn't even just like I got sat down and said, this is a secret we can't tell anybody. No, it was even a secret within 
the house. So it's like Shakespearean and the love that dare not speak its name, you know. But I knew since I was seven. 
 
Arlene  13:52  
It must have been really difficult for them all these years to have conceal something so intimate, personal about your 
life. I have no idea how difficult it was. 
 
Scott Moore  14:05  
All gay couples at that time went through it. But when you're raising a family, kind of closeted in a very unprogressive 
working class town. It's, you know, it's even more of a don't talk about it and a stigma. 
 
Arlene  14:22  
There were so many clues I just I never picked up on any of them. And auntie had a roommate. That was the way I 
looked at it. 
 
Scott Moore  14:32  
So I knew but it was the thing that I didn't want to say out loud. Because in some ways, I didn't want it to be true, 
because I thought it was weird. It wasn't my romantic idea of what a family was. But at the same time, we were a family. 
And I wasn't aspiring for my mom to go marry a man. I wanted the security and love of a family. And I got that. It's not 
easy raising a family as a gay couple. At a time where that was beyond taboo. 
 
Jan Moore  15:11  
There were good times, there were rough times, there were a lot of rough times, there was a lot of pain involved. 
Tremendous amount of pain and we would look at each other and say it's you and I against the world. And it was always 
like that. 
 
Scott Moore  15:33  
She fell in love with the person. And the fact that the person was a woman, like rocked her world, her sense of identity 
or sense of self, a sense of everything. I just wanted to be me. And somehow I had a long hard problem just being me. It 
just wasn't the conversation that they were ready to have. And as time went on, you know, it wasn't the conversation I 
was ready to have for a long time. But it was just the way it was. 
 
Arlene  16:13  
It was never discussed. You know, it wasn't. It was never in the open. So there was never any discussion.  
 
Scott Moore  16:19  
It was the thing you didn't talk about. It was the thing you did not talk about. 
 
Jan Moore  16:27  



We had two lives. I have three children at home, they're going to take my children from me. And I really believe that I 
was, you know, once I was in the gay world, you knew that there were rules you live by, especially if you had children.  
 
Emily Sonnessa  17:01  
She had no rights. I had no rights. Then she had no rights with the children. I had no rights with her. Being gay so many 
years ago, stupid little things. You'd go to a wedding and you wanted to dance with your partner. And you couldn't and 
you would sit there and say God, I wish that was us. 
 
Jan Moore  17:23  
You think back, I am gonna lose her job. Everybody we knew could have lost their job.  
 
Emily Sonnessa  17:31  
Absolutely.  
 
Jan Moore  17:32  
Em wanted one week a year for us to go to Provincetown. We went to Provincetown, we ran hand in hand in the rain. 
We laughed. We held each other we were openly in love. It was wonderful. And then we come back to reality. And there 
are three children. Being a parent and trying to love Emily equally, it was rough. It was really rough. 
 
When the last one got married, we moved down here. And we kind of became ourselves. We came down here and 1997 
like, Oh, I'm a lesbian 1997. So it took a long time. There was such a large group in town that if you got invited to a 
potluck, you started to build friends and our friendships all started to become gay. 
 
I had a long, hard problem just being me until 2007 when we had our Civil Union. 
 
Scott Moore  19:45  
Their Civil Union, it was unbelievable. The Civil Union was important. First of all, they had gotten a lot of press. And they 
had been this kind of quiet inspiration. And we didn't know how many people were paying attention to that. When we 
showed up at the pier. We thought with just our family. There were people lined up with signs, strangers, there were 
news crews, and they were cheering and on like this mini ticker tape parade or homecoming, and it was amazing. 
 
Jan Moore  20:34  
And now, there's no stopping me. I'm like the steamroller. This is my wife. And I and I love saying it. 
 
Unknown Speaker  20:43  
And now they're through the other side. And there's so much joy, and so much exhale, where they get to just live on the 
rewards of having done all that work. In the last 20 years of their life, having moved to a place where there is a gay 
population has been the most amazing thing to watch. In their level of joy that most people, definitely straight people 
took for granted in our lives that they could live happy together in the world out in the open. 
 
Arlene  21:20  
Emily said many times, I never thought I'd be around to see the day and I'm just really glad that they both are. 
 
Scott Moore  21:32  
You know, they drive each other crazy, like all couples do. But they know who the other is. And they love them for who 
they are. 
 
Jan Moore  21:48  
We never ever thought marriage equality would be in our vocabulary. We never thought this day would come. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  21:59  
I never ever thought in my lifetime that it would happen. It was just like a follow up dream somewhere. But we still try 
for it, still fought for it. And when it happened, it was just like, oh my god, I'm saying this at 85 years old. It's amazing. It's 



a wonderful thing to finally be married and live into the sense it's legal. And we're flying. And when somebody asks now, 
who are you? What are you? I mean you can tell them. This is my wife, we're married. For some beautiful things for us. 
And we're so happy about it. And it just just opens your heart. It just opens your mind. It opens you just opens yourself. 
It's beautiful. I'm just getting so tired of people saying enough... 
 
 Are you sisters? Are you related? How long do you know each other? And you're just friends? Say get all yes, we're very 
good friends. And we're also business partners. Oh, ok. 
 
Jan Moore  23:14  
I want to live a lot of years because we are finally at the best use of our life. You don't have to hide anymore. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  23:25  
I mean, God bless these kids, that they come out. They hold hands. They even kiss on the street today. And they when 
you tell them that you never even held hands while you've walked, what? Are you kidding me? But they can imagine 
what it was like to live in this swamp. What a feeling of being gay and not being able to show anything. 
 
Scott Moore  23:48  
They're just happy to be alive and be together and to see that happened in the last, you know, almost 20 years down 
here and the richness of their social life. People loving them for who they are and loving them as a couple. 
 
Emily Sonnessa  24:05  
I live my life in the closet for 45 years. 
 
Jan Moore  24:10  
Over half our lives have been with each other. 
 
Arlene  24:15  
They're pretty amazing. And I'm really happy and blessed to have them in my life. 
 
Scott Moore  24:23  
Sometimes it's it's a conversation where somebody is like, you know, you're really interesting. What was your family 
like? And I'm like, Well, you've heard of people who were raised in the woods by wolves. Like Yeah, like I was raised in 
the suburbs by lesbians and they don't know what to do with that. 
 
Jan Moore  24:43  
If you believe in yourself and you believe in something, stick to it, go to it. Try not to be intimidated. Keep cool. You'll 
win. You'll win. 
 
Bonnie Erbé  25:03  
We hope you found this edition of our All About Women and Girls Film Festival enlightening. Please follow me on 
Twitter and visit our website pbs.org. Slash To The Contrary. And whether you agree or think To The Contrary. See you 
next week. 
 
Announcer  25:23  
Funding for To The Contrary provided by the Cornell Douglas foundation committed to encouraging stewardship of the 
environment, land conservation, watershed protection and eliminating harmful chemicals. Additional funding provided 
by the Wallace genetic Foundation, the Colcom Foundation, the Eroads and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation and the 
Charles A. Frueauff Foundation. For a transcript or to see an online version of this episode of To The Contrary, please 
visit our PBS website@pbs.org forward slash To The Contrary. 
 
(Ends) 
 
 



 


