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Bonnie Erbe: This week on “To the Contrary."

Erbe (SOT): First, gender, race and the presidency. Then, behind the headlines: pronatalism. How 
reproductive rights influence a woman's choice to become a mother.

Erbe: Hello, I'm Bonnie Erbe. Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion of news and social trends from
diverse perspectives. Up first power, gender, race and the presidency.

Erbe (SOT): A new ABC News/Washington Post poll asked voters if whites or men had too much 
influence, and about half of Clinton supporters said yes. In the same poll, the majority of Trump 
supporters said whites and men hold the right amount of influence. On the other hand, almost 40% of 



Trump supporters say persons of color had too much influence. Less than 10%  Of Clinton supporters 
agree. Demographic divisions among the candidates are stark. Trump leads among white men by 40 
points, while Clinton leads among all-non white voters by 50 points. Clinton holds a slim margin 
among white women. Trump is trying to hit back after a widely-panned first debate performance. His 
new catchphrase "follow the money" attacks Clinton, accusing her of being corrupt. But this new 
rhetoric has been questioned for lacking evidence to back up his accusations. Trump continued to feud 
with former Miss Universe Alicia Machado, claiming he saved her job. Machado says trump insulted 
and humiliated her and caused her to suffer eating disorders. Clinton is trying to rally young people to 
her cause and is counting on top surrogates to help make the case. Bernie Sanders, President Obama,
Vice-President Biden, and the candidate's family - Chelsea and Bill Clinton - are all campaigning for 
her. But Michelle Obama is being called "the closer." The first lady is extremely popular among the 
Democratic base, and she has warned voters against casting a "protest vote" which could enable a 
Trump victory.

Erbe: So Debra Carnahan, is Hillary Clinton starting to ignite excitement?

Debra Carnahan: I think she is. I think her performance on the debate stage was part of that ignation – 
or igniting, sorry – that’s going on.  People are talking more. They said she looked presidential. They 
see the possibility of her being president now more, and S O I think her performance really helped her a
lot.

Genevieve Wood: Excitement is never the word I would use to describe Hillary Clinton but I will say, I 
think a lot of people in the Democratic base were getting nervous that the campaign was not up to par. I
think maybe this past debate helped her solidify that. But beyond that, not so sure. 

Patricia Sosa: Her performance in the debate was brilliant, definitely, have ignited her base. And
most importantly help her to consolidate both the Latino vote and the woman vote.

Saba Ahmed: I think it also energized the Trump voter base to come back and join the movement and I 
think it's going full force and despite his debate performance I think we have a lot to see from him.

Erbe: But there are reports that his campaign was -- there was all kinds of arguments and problems in 
the – in his campaign this week and it seemed to be, some correspondents were saying it looked like it 
was starting to fall apart, the machinery. Was  it – is it smart for him to continue to attack Alicia 
Machado, even as late as Friday?

Ahmed: Those are issues that he needs to let go of. And focus more on the bigger picture. He needs to 
focus on the economy and creating jobs and improving national security, defense...Those are the core 
issues that Americans want to see in a president and I hope he will provide that.

Carnahan: I would like to see in the president somebody that does not get provoked by a tweet because 
if that’s all it takes we are in trouble. You know it's not going to take much. 

Erbe: And she made that point on Monday night. But one thing I wanna ask you about – she is giving 
up on Ohio. Is that a good sign?

Sosa: Well, she actually was going to go to Ohio even though they are not spending as much because 
80% of the Ohio population is white and they think that is Donald's base. It is about the base. It's about 
mobilizing the base right now. Its almost to the contrary of previous presidential elections which you 



have to gravitate toward the middle and try to get independence. Right now, Donald Trump is so  
polarizing and unique as a candidate for me it's about the base and that is why she was brilliant in the 
debate. She absorbed the language of the Black Lives Matter movement and she articulated in a very 
crisp way his antagonism against women, against Latinos, and its mobilizing that base. The registration
of Latino voters is high up in the roof. It’s creating a real movement.

Wood: I think Hillary benefits from a polarized electorate. Because I think Ohio is very interesting. 
Ohio is, in many respects – 

Erbe: No president – since Jack Kennedy in 1960 has won the white house without Ohio.

Wood: And there's one reason for that. Ohio believe it or not is very much a microcosmic of the 
country. Let me finish.

Erbe: There was an article that I read saying just the opposite. An expert in Ohio politics was saying we
used to be, we are no longer, we are too white and too old.

Wood: And I disagree with that particular professor. If you look at it, it has urban and rural areas so you
have farming and cities. You have a lot of colleges there. So you have young and old. It is 
representative and the fact that Hillary decided to move out and that you are focused on let's just go out
and register Latino voters – We want a country where all people are supportive where we are going not 
saying we want this group to vote against this group.

Carnahan: But the reality is people lineup behind their candidates and different interests are represented
by the candidates. So that is why we have what we have.

Wood: But not all white people are represented by one candidate. Not all black people are represented 
by one candidate – 

Carnahan: No but it's the best we got and we will have one candidate represent the country. But back to
your point getting out the vote is key right now. In every race that you talk to. There is a concern that 
there's not enough excitement out there to get the vote out. You are not going to see what you saw in 
2008 and 2012 from the Democrats' point of view. That’s a huge concern.

Erbe: And that for example is why one of our panelists, congresswoman Donna Edwards is out 
stumping for Hillary right now. And trying to arouse the black voters and explain the importance of this
election and she said it is difficult but she also thinks they are going to get it done. But on to -- let's go
back to the poll. Are you surprised that people who think whites have just about the right amount of 
power more likely to -- excuse me, for Trump and minorities are more likely to vote for her?

Wood: Well, I think with any poll, I would want to ask what do people mean by that. What do you 
mean by power? Do you mean that they’ve got right amount of people in office or jobs and what do 
you mean? I think this election I hope turns to issues that everybody cares about and I think Donald 
Trump himself sometimes doesn't do the best job at that. He gets sidetracked talking about other issues.
Having said that –

Erbe: But doesn't that right there, his inability to focus. His great ability to ramble during the debate, to 
be proud of paying no federal taxes. These are not things that bother you?



Wood: A lot of Americans say I would like to do that, too. Listen.

Erbe: But there are a lot of Americans who pay their taxes and do not appreciate that a billionaire brags 
about not paying taxes.

Wood: I think a lot of people take that as a quip off. part of his success is that he does defend himself 
and he does say what a lot of people think and when you combine that with the strong policy agenda, I 
think it makes him a powerful candidate. He is not afraid to lead.

Sosa: Let me agree with Genevieve on one thing that he is very committed to his base. And he really
is having a continued dialogue with his base and when he says something he sticks to it and that is the 
reason why he is persistent on immigration. 

Erbe: He has not walked back so far is the NRA. He walked it back on immigration, he walked it back 
on economics. Everybody knows he is not building any wall.

Sosa: His rhetoric has not changed. His rhetoric continues to be the same. He goes to Mexico and meets
with the president and gives a speech in Arizona with the rhetoric ‘we are going to build the wall and 
kick the immigrants out.’ And they love him and they love the ‘I don't pay my taxes’ – he is speaking to
them and the problem is that only with his base he is not going to get elected and there goes where you 
got to get the millennials to vote for Hillary. That is important.

Ahmed: I think his policies are evolving as any campaign would but at the same time he is turning out a
lot of new voters. The republican primary turnout was the highest ever. And I think that is what we are 
going to see in November a lot of new voters.

Erbe: Right, but the primary electorate is completely different from the general.

Ahmed: He has been leading a lot of the polls lately.

Erbe: Not since the debate.

Right. But I think he can still make up for it. There is still over a month to go and I think that that 
strong base is still there.

>> FiveThirtyEight, which was giving Hillary 51.5% chance of getting elected on Monday. On Friday 
it was up over 70%. That is how much of an impact her performance had.

Carnahan: And we need to remember it is an eternity from here to election day. I mean, six weeks – or 
almost six weeks – is a lot of time for things to change within this race.

Ahmed: And we have two more debates coming up I think Donald trump's performance will be 
different and I hope that, you know, going forward he is going to be reaching out to a lot of minorities 
and new voters. And Hillary Clinton is not providing a new vision for America. He is providing the
making America great again campaign and everything that is around it.

Carnahan: It’s a slogan!

[inaudible arguing]



Erbe: Wait, I want to move before we are out of time. He insinuated during the debate and then flat out 
said after the debate that he did not bring up the Clinton marital problems and Monica Lewinsky 
because he had too much respect for Chelsea and now the surrogates have been told to go out there and 
bring it up. With all his marital problems, with all the rumors floating around out there about his sexual 
exploits, is that a smart thing for him to raise?

Wood: Well, first of all I do not think surrogates have to raise it I think reporters are constantly raising 
the question. That is one of the first things said after the debate. What did he mean by that? Everybody 
knew what was being insinuated. Look, I think both campaigns will do well to move beyond those 
issues and talk about the issues that every day American’s care about. 

Erbe: But who is it going to hurt more?

>> I think both -- we don't. Well, look I do not think Hillary Clinton wants to talk about it and frankly, I
don’t blame her. Because you can talk about whatever you want with Donald Trump. She had to put up 
with that in her real life and not only in her life all of our lives because her husband was living some of 
it out in the white house. I do not want to get into that dirt anymore myself. I want to talk about the 
future but I don’t think its a benefit for Democrats to bring that up and I do not think that Donald trump
needs to bring it up. There are plenty other issues to talk about.

Erbe: I have been told by a Democratic strategist it is to her advantage to bring it up.

Carnahan: Oh yeah. Because he himself is the one that had the infidelities. Hillary did not have the 
infidelities. 

Wood: The question is how did she treat the women that were drug through the dirt by her husband. 

Sosa: Giuliani, Gingrich, Donald Trump himself. They are the ones that are bringing this up and they 
want – it’s like a low fever thing they do not confront her because she has a pretty good answer to that 
one. They are the ones that are hurting this election – Genevieve, you’re right, it should be about the 
issues and it's not it's about Donald trump. That is the scary part of that debate on Monday.

Ahmed: I don't think people want dirty politics. Hillary Clinton has called Clinton's girlfriends or 
whatever a lot of bad names as well. But I do not think that should be the topic of discussion. We have 
much bigger problem in this country with Isis and national security problems. We have economy less 
taxes. I mean Donald trump has an agenda that could really provide strong leadership in the white 
house and that is what we need to focus on rather than bringing ourselves down.

Erbe: We are out of time on this topic. Thank you all. Let us know what you think. Follow me on 
Twitter @bonnieerbe or @tothecontrary Behind the headlines: Does our society promote childbirth as 
the only measure of a woman's worth? We speak with a law professor and expert on family law and 
reproductive rights who says a sense of "pronatalism" holds too much influence in our nation.

Michele Goodwin: Pronatalism is this sense within our country that women's place should really be 
making babies and having babies and I T should be all about reproduction and that woman's worth 
comes from being a mother and comes from exclusively being a mother not that it is complimentary to
other things that a woman might do such as enjoying a job, wanting to be educated, liking nature any of
the things that men get to do and we celebrate.



Erbe (SOT): Since the founding of our country, women have advanced as contributors to society.
Aside from being wives or mothers. But Michelle Goodwin law professor, author and advocate says 
recently, we started going backwards. 

Goodwin: We’ve had A slip back into A very curious place. And part of its political and part is 
scientific. The sense that what biotechnology does providing an opportunity for anybody to parent or 
think that they can parent now makes it all come back again, right? So it’s as say if nature did not 
provide the opportunity for you to parent guess what? Now we have science that can do it. So you
have no excuse not to try to become a mother and fulfill this role that society expects of you.

Erbe (SOT): Goodwin says one result of pronatalism an increase in premature births and expensive 
neonatal units and despite the expense and this emphasis on giving birth, the U.S. paradoxically is
ranked 60th place in the world for infant mortality and near 50th place for maternal mortality.

Goodwin: We do a pretty terrible job when it comes to infant and maternal mortality, when it comes to 
women's reproductive health altogether. It is a place that has become deeply politicized. Doctors have 
become agents of the state to inform police of what women do during their pregnancy. So this 
pronatatalism means pushing women into pregnancy that sometimes they should not have. It means 
restricting the opportunities for women to terminate pregnancies which they should be able to do and it 
means that no matter what, you should be pregnant and trying even if could be dangerous to your 
health.

Erbe (SOT): Goodwin explains that Across the country, states have enacted laws that value the fetus 
more than the mother. 

Goodwin: There are in 38 states they have laws that are laws that are infanticide laws. If a woman does
something during her pregnancy that might risk the health of the fetus that the woman could be 
prosecuted, under some various statute in the law. And what is problematic about these laws is that
anything could trigger a miscarriage or stillbirth. 

Erbe: And she offers examples of how these laws are used to persecute and prosecute women.

Goodwin: We also have the cases like in Texas with Marlies Munoz. She has an aneurysm, she 
becomes incapacitated, and is brain dead. The state of Texas forces her to incubate the fetus. Her 
husband and her parents both say she never wanted this. The state of Texas overrode her decision and it
turns out that in nearly three dozen states if a woman is pregnant, she actually cannot make that 
decision during her pregnancy because a state can override it. This is ridiculous. All across the country 
you can see this patch work of laws that began being enacted and targeted at women of color, 
particularly African-Americans. What we are seeing now is the institutionalization, the further 
institutionalization of the efforts that took place 20 or 30 years ago

Erbe: Do you agree there's pressure on society to have kids? I have to tell you, as a child-free by choice
woman of 62 years, married for more than 30 years, I’ve felt a lot of pressure. ‘Oh, you don't have 
children? Aww.’ And in my case, the machinery works and I sometimes I feel pressure to say that -- not
to my family, my family is wonderful –  But to other people who are like ‘you don't have kids? There's 
something wrong with you.’

Wood: I'm sure there's some of that. But I have to say, I know more people who put the pressure on 
themselves because they want to have children so badly and they can't for whatever reason. At least 



maybe that is my age group, or whatever. But no. I know so many --  I don't have children, I'm single. 
You know, and usually it’s more like ‘are you married? Aww, no.’  That is the big thing, right? But I’ve 
never felt the pressure to have children.

Erbe: even that I S like where do people come off trying to decide that maybe you are -- there are – 
20% of Americans are not married.

Wood: But most people do want to be married and most people want to have children and I think if that
is where you are coming from, you assume the person you are talking to may be in that space as well. 
And most single girlfriends I have, they would like to be married. They aren’t, and they’re living happy
lives, but many of them would like to be. Many would like to have children but that is not society 
putting pressure on them. They really wanted to be a mom.

Ahmed: I think It's just part of being a girl – of being a woman. I have to tell you, trying to become a
mom, it's been one of the best decisions of my life and it brings something new. And no matter how 
many career achievements, and other stuff I had, becoming a mom is a special privilege and it's great to
– I do not think it should be undermined. I think, you know, encouraging a woman of color to get 
abortions –

Erbe: We are not talking about undermining it here. In anyway shape or form. No, we are talking about 
a society that puts pressure in the other direction. Nobody is saying don't have kids you cannot have 
kids. What they are saying is if you do not have children are you not a woman. You are not a worthy 
woman.

Sosa: I think the examples that she’s using is the dark side to this debate. There is a good side, which is 
the one that you’re sharing. I’m a mother of two, and I love my children and I wanted them and they 
were invitro, by the way, and I'm being public about that and they are normal fabulous kids. That is not 
the debate that she is really putting forward. But she is talking about –

[inaudible]

Sosa: The context which the people are making decisions. She was talking about when they do not 
want the kid and when they are sick. all the laws. The famous woman that had – in a coma and was 
forced, you know, the family was forced to keep the baby. So that there is a dark side to this that I think
that is the one she wants to put more light and have more of a debate about that.

Carnahan: I think we need to talk about the fact that there are laws enacted all across this country and 
as she said in a patchwork fashion. Our state legislators are the ones that make the laws and our state 
legislators are dominated by men. So we have men –

Erbe: And Christian Evangelicals, too.

Carnahan: A lot of times, yes. And making these decisions for women. I mean, we’re talking about 
putting women in jail because they are pregnant and we think we have the right to reach into their body
and then tell them how to be and if you do not be the way I'm telling you to be, I’m going to put you in 
jail. That is a horrific amount of power to give to a judge.

Wood: I will agree that that debate is going on. But That is a debate over abortion and a
debate over people who think a baby is a baby before they are born.



Carnahan: I'm talking about if I'm carrying my child and six months pregnant and the judge thinks you 
shouldn't be drinking or you shouldn't be doing that. There is a problem there. That they feel they can 
come in and do that.

Wood: But, well, let me ask you though. It comes back to again, whether people think that is a
human being, the baby, at six months old versus people who don't. Because If the baby was outside 
your womb you would not be able to abuse it that way. We have laws saying you cannot abuse a human
being, but because it's inside it is OK.

Carnahan: I'm not saying it's OK the and it's not healthy for the baby. But there are other ways to 
support a woman and help the woman get help. If this is a problem that women are abusing their bodies
where they have babies, we need to look at the society and the system we give them to support them.

Wood: But that’s different than whether or not society is pressuring women to have babies. That is 
where I think the two things seem a little disconnected.

Erbe: She tied it up pretty nicely.

Sosa: The totality of the circumstances she’s talking about and then she is referring to the poor care that
the low birth babies.

Erbe: So what’s the answer? Talking about psychological counseling? That is not going to work unless 
the woman wants it.

Carnahan: And also they need to be supported. Look at the statistics how low we are in the world with 
our infant mortality and women dying. What that tells me we are not taking care of our women in these
situations and giving them the support we need. We are sitting here arguing about early childhood care 
and maternal leave and can guys have maternal leave. I mean, and the world is so far in front of us in 
other countries.

Erbe: I know so many people with invitro kids now. But -- and that is the good side of the industry. But 
by the same token, has advances infertility medicine put more pressure on women to have children?

Sosa: Well there is certainly a choice that you did not have before. And, yes, if you try to exercise that 
choice, which I know people that have not been successful, you know, is frustrating. So it prolongs sort 
of the agony if you are having difficulty getting pregnant to decide well, finally I cannot do it. I am a 
big fan of adoption. That is the one thing that I believe strongly in. That is a little bit of a disadvantage 
with invitro that many families would have been adopting children, and instead they’re doing invitro 
fertilization.

Ahmed: I think the pro-life movement is fabulous. And I think having choices is good but at the same 
time the number of abortions in this country is not the right approach. we are losing our traditional 
family values and the conservative base got is being ignited this election is partly also because this war 
like the traditional family and I think you know encouraging women –  just the traditional family roles 
is what is needed and I hope that we can move towards a society where all the traditional family values 
can be preserved and we need to protect our next generation.

Carnahan: But you do know that abortion is decreasing in the country not increasing. 



Erbe: While the population is exploding by the way. So the numbers are –

Wood: Didn't we drop as not replacing ourselves in America?

Erbe: No. There are two different things here. When I was born the population in the 50s was 170 
million. It's 320 almost 330 million.

Wood: In terms of repopulating we fell below it with the birth rate.

Erbe: With the immigration we are more.

Wood: Immigration is making it, but it's not because we are having families.

Erbe: Sorry we are out of time. Follow me on Twitter and visit our website pbs.org/tothecontrary. 
Whether you agree or think to the contrary, see you next week.

[♪♪]

For a transcript or to see an on-line version of this episode of to the contrary visit our pbs website at 
pbs.Org/tothecontrary.

[♪♪]
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