
 
 

 
 

HOST: 

 

BONNIE ERBE  

 

 
 

 

PANELISTS: 

 

PATRICIA SOSA, 

 

KELLYANNE CONWAY, 

 

SAM BENNETT, 

 

DARLENE KENNEDY 

 

 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2010 

 

TRANSCRIPT PROVIDED BY 

DC TRANSCRIPTION – WWW.DCTMR.COM  

http://www.dctmr.com/


 

 

 

MS. ERBE:  This week on To the Contrary, women and Islam on 9/11’s 

anniversary.  Anti-Islamic sentiment appears to spread.  Then, Secretary of State Clinton 

outlines America’s future.  Behind the headlines: Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez wants 

women on the frontlines.   

 

(Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello, I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, the 9/11 anniversary and 

America’s religious divisions. 

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  As the nation commemorates the ninth anniversary of the September 

11
th

 terrorist attacks, anti-Islamic fervor seems to be growing.  A new “Washington 

Post”/ABC News polls finds nearly half of Americans have an unfavorable view of Islam 

compared with 37 percent who view Islam favorably.  This week, a Florida pastor 

threatened to burn copies of the “Koran,” Islam’s holy book, saying he’s following 

instructions from God.  There’s also an ongoing debate over a proposed mosque and 

Islamic cultural center near Ground Zero in New York.  Two-thirds of Americans oppose 

building the center, although many Islamic clerics say the “Koran” views women and 

men as equals in human dignity, many Americans view Islam as repressive towards 

women and focus on stories like the ongoing saga in Iran where a woman convicted of 

adultery is facing a death sentence by stoning.  Ayaan Hirsi Ali wrote a book why she left 

Islam. 

 

AYAAN HIRSI ALI [Author of “Nomad”]:  I would never use the expression 

anti-Islamic sentiment.  I think it’s more accurate, more precise to distinguish between 

political Islam, on the one hand, and religious Islam, spiritual Islam.  And I have seen, 

yes, a growing knowledge on political Islam, a growing interest in political Islam and a 

growing condemnation of political Islam by more and more Americans.  I find American, 

both American men and women, audiences that I speak to condemn practices in the name 

of Islam against women.  The veiling, forced veiling of women, forced marriages of 

women, the guarding principle.  There have been some eye-catching stories – for 

instance, the eight-year-old Yemeni girl who was married off to an 80-year-old man and 

who managed to escape that.  So there is condemnation of these practices, a 

condemnation of honor killings, condemnation of female genital mutilation that is not a 

command in the “Koran” but in some obscure “Hadith” but practices widely in Muslim 

countries and among Muslim immigrants to the U.S.  

 

(End video segment.) 

 



MS. ERBE:  So, Patricia Sosa, does these things that Ms. Hirsi Ali mentions – 

done against women who are Muslims cause some Americans to pause about Islam? 

 

MS. SOSA:  Yes.  I actually think anti-American sentiments are expressed by 

many Muslims that justify or fueled Americans’ belief about Islam and how they treat 

women is a justification that is really framing the context of there are strong anti-

American sentiments expressed just by one sector, the extremists, but very well known. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  Bonnie, shock the conscience examples of human indignity and 

mistreatment of women really should cause concern among people of all faiths and even 

people who don’t subscribe to any one faith.  I think this is an issue about human dignity 

and the principles that undergird this country more than it is about any individual faith.  

 

MS. BENNETT:  Well, and we look at the poisoning of school girls, right, and we 

hear about acid being thrown at their faces just because they want to get educated and 

then we look at burkas.  Really I think at least in America we have a strong sense that 

women are entitled to equal education, equal employment.  And this really flies in the 

face of a very fundamental American belief and it causes problems. 

 

MS. KENNEDY:  I mean, there’s no question we had honor killings taking place 

in the United States.  I mean, Americans have cause to look back.  And also we are 

concerned about the radical Islamists, I mean, that sector of Muslims who want to 

annihilate or extinguish anybody who is not a Muslim as well as the Muslims who choose 

to live in a Western world.    

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, do you all agree that anti-Islamic sentiment is growing in the 

country or do we think it was just all this one incident of this totally unknown guy in 

Florida who managed to commandeer – and the media played into it, all the cameras on 

his flee circus size congregation in Florida.  I mean, is it really more about Terry Jones 

and his ability to manipulate the media or –  

 

MS. CONWAY:  It is.  Let’s really separate him almost from everyone else.  I 

mean, he was roundly condemned by everyone I can think of, everybody from President 

Obama to Sarah Palin to people of faith to Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, General 

Petraeus saying you’re actually putting our men and women at risk.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Because of something you made up that you claim God told you to 

do. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  That’s exactly right, Bonnie.  It’s worse than that.  When these 

people, whether it’s people stoning and killing women in the name of religion or Terry 

Jones in Florida in the name of religion wanting to burn someone else’s holy book, 

people using religion as a veil is that much more blasphemous and hypocritical.  So let’s 

separate him from what the rest of the country – I think the country is becoming more 

educated with and surrounded by Muslims and people who practice Islam because they’re 

such a growing part of our society.  And whenever something is new in society, people 



have growing pains.  I think the mosque is a very particularized account though.  And my 

Muslim friend had e-mailed from Jerusalem.  She’s there in the summer.  And she was so 

upset that the American media immediately thought that the polls that said they thought 

President Obama was a Muslim – it was only 18 percent.  It didn’t go up that much.  

Most people said they didn’t know if he was really a Muslim which was a real stop on the 

data point nobody covered.  But the 18 percent that thought he was Muslim, she said, 

why did everybody think that was a bad thing?  And I thought that was really very heart 

wrenching to me.  And it was a really good anecdote that undergirds what we’re talking 

about here which is we can’t just make everybody part of one group, whether it’s all 

women or all Muslims or all elderly people.   

 

MS. SOSA:  But the reality is that there is more anti-Muslim –  

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  There is. 

 

MS. SOSA:  – sentiment.  And the Muslims themselves will tell you stories and 

the media has been covering the stories of being harassed.  The taxi – the thing with the 

cab driver in New York that got stabbed when he said – he was asked – he’s from 

Pakistan – are you a Muslim? 

 

MS. CONWAY (?):  By a man who supports the mosque, by the way. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Yes.  But the feeling is there and there is a sort of a negative 

connotation.  And you’re right.  The whole debate –  

 

MS. ERBE:  But wait a second.  Yes.  You’re absolutely right about that.  

However, I think Ayaan Hirsi Ali made a huge point which is ignored in most of the 

discussions.  You hear a lot in the media, even public media – everybody’s so PC and 

Islam is no different from Judaism, from Christianity.  The fact is it is and there is this 

political element.  It’s not that Americans are anti-Muslims but they’re very terrorized 

and afraid of the radical political element of Islam that does not exist in Christianity, 

Judaism, Buddhism, you name it. 

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  But they should be afraid of it.  And the Sharia law and all 

these are things that we should be afraid of and I think it’s a very appropriate – in fact, I 

would say that this gentleman who’s grandstanding about burning the “Koran,” he’s 

using this for his own political ends, right?  So I think we need to be afraid of political 

Islam but we have to be respectful of their spiritual tradition that is so important.  My 

community has a huge Muslim – and they’re very moderate, very respectful of women, 

no problem.  But the problem is they don’t represent what’s going on in political – that’s 

our problem. 

 

MS. KENNEDY (?):  But, you know, he had his 50 minutes – (inaudible) – that 

Jones had 50 minutes.   

 

(Cross talk.) 



 

MS. KENNEDY (?):  Let’s not stretch it anymore.  But the other side of the 

problem that I have is that when “Bibles” were burned so that our soldiers couldn’t have 

them in Arab countries –  

 

MS. ERBE:  When did that happen? 

 

MS. KENNEDY (?):  In the military, about 100 “Bibles” were burnt to keep the 

soldiers from getting them in Arab – to not insult the Arabs.  You know, when the flag is 

burnt, we say it’s constitutional.  So if it’s his former speech, regardless of where he got 

these crazy ideas from, the fact of the matter is if this is the United States of America, we 

all have freedom of speech, he has a right to do it.  He should not say it’s because he’s 

representing the United States or the president what have you.  That’s only in his mind.  

But nonetheless, he has the right to do it.  So my thing is why are people bashing him and 

saying, oh, you can’t do it.  But to have a crucifix in urine is held up to be okay because 

it’s a piece of art.  And as a Christian and a Catholic, I’m totally insulted by that. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Last word. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  Imagine that as much attention had been given to the atrocities 

that are visited upon women in the name of Islam. 

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  Thank you.   

 

MS. CONWAY:  As has been given to the location of the mosque.  Just imagine 

if we had had three or four weeks’ discussion like that, we could actually be saving and 

helping liberate women. 

 

MS. ERBE:  And actually, Ms. Hirsi Ali says she thinks we should have a jihad of 

sorts ourselves to try to educate Islamic immigrant women and tell them there are other 

ways you can be thinking.  You don’t have to go into a forced marriage.  You don’t have 

to have your genitals mutilated.  There are other trends – you can follow a moderate form 

of Islam and educate them that there are other opportunities out there.  From religious 

division to a stronger America. 

 

The world is in search of a new American moment.  And Secretary of State 

Clinton says she intends to deliver.  In a rousing Washington speech this week, Secretary 

Clinton said despite ongoing wars and an economic downturn, America’s future as world 

leader remains bright.  In order to maintain U.S. preeminence, Clinton said America will 

need to strengthen current partnerships with other nations as well as forge new ones.  The 

speech may appeal not only to those abroad but also to Americans who are growing 

increasingly dissatisfied with their government.  A new Gallup poll finds just one in three 

Americans approves of the job Republicans and Democrats are doing in Congress.  And 

with elections just around the corner, some are wondering whether President Obama, 

whose approval rating remains low, should give his own new American moment speech. 

 



Is he as presidential now in most voters’ eyes as Hillary Clinton seems to have 

become? 

 

MS. CONWAY:  No and certainly not among Democrats.  That’s the irony.  But I 

think what Secretary Clinton said this week is important.  If you remember how Ronald 

Reagan got elected in 1980, it’s the famous it’s morning in America again.  You know, 

people really want the commander-in-chief, the domestic economy steward to also be 

somebody who inspires.  And I think that President Obama did that as a candidate to a 

certain proportion, certain population in this country, a large one who elected him, but 

he’s lost that.  He’s lost that ability.  He seems somewhat like an angry man, a little bit 

bitter, boulder on his shoulder, a little isolated.  And she went – Secretary Clinton went 

and sort of took that mantle.  Do you know – not to make this presidential but it’s really 

important when you think about how America views what they think about as a leader.  

With the exception of one election, the candidate that was seen as the more optimistic of 

the two has been elected for the last 40 years with one exception.  When you think about 

that, we don’t want to turn on the TV and have somebody depress us.  We already know 

what the problems are.  (Laughter.)  So no wonder people are watching are Snooki and 

the Jersey Shore when the candidates are like gloom, doom, doom, gloom.   

 

MS. SOSA:  Absolutely.  And I think what history is showing is what we, 

particularly people who have felt very strongly about Hillary Clinton’s candidacy is that 

experience matters.  And what she’s showing is – you know, she’s been under 

tremendous pressure as a first lady, as a senator.  She’s a very savvy, experienced person 

and it’s showing.  And the issue and the concern we have with Obama is he was not as 

experienced and it’s showing because he’s learning on the job and experiencing things, 

the types of pressures that she experienced for many, many years.  And the hope is – you 

know, every president learns on the job.  I mean, nobody can be prepared to be president.  

But we hope is that he will eventually learn and I think she has a lot to teach him even as 

secretary of state. 

 

MS. KENNEDY (?):  I mean, certainly for America to get back where it needs to 

be, we need to get the economy straightened out, education, manufacturing. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But is she right?  Are we still the new America moment?  I mean, we 

are so quickly losing economically to India and China and militarily to other powers as 

well.  Are we going to be the world leader in the future? 

 

MS. KENNEDY (?):  We can be if we put the right (ducks ?) in order.  And part 

of that is – we’ve lost – we’ve practically lost manufacturing.  Detroit has been a place 

where we don’t make cars – or barely make cars anymore.  I mean let’s get back to – and 

I’m dating myself when I say this – but unless Americans get back to making widgets 

right now.  Everything is imported, exported.  I’m not anti-trade but I am concerned that 

everything that we get in this country – or at least the majority of it, I’ll say – is coming 

from other countries, particularly China. 

 



MS. BENNETT (?):  But let’s look at innovation.  That’s our great strength, 

right?  Google, Microsoft.  That’s us.  So I would say that –  

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, wait a second.  Google was a bunch of Russian immigrants.  

(Laugher.) 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  So innovation is our long suit.  And yes, we were a strong 

manufacturing entity.  But you know what?  Let the other countries have it.  Let’s be the 

leader in innovation.  Let’s be the leaders in new energy.  And what I love about some of 

the stimulus action that Obama are taking is because it’s talking about investing not only 

in infrastructure.  Next up is investing in new energy and that’s something we absolutely 

have to do.  I would like to point briefly is that we always have the highest happy index 

of any nation in the world.  We always report higher levels of general happiness.  No 

wonder we want –  

 

MS. CONWAY:  We’re naïve. 

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  No.  We are.  That’s what we always say.  So it’s no wonder 

we want –  

 

MS. CONWAY:  Optimistic people. 

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  Optimistic people.  And what I love about Obama is don’t 

underestimate him because he was the one that surprised everyone, came out ahead of 

Hillary and I think he’s going to surprise everybody. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  He’ll never have that moment again, an Islamic candidate 

running on hope and change.  Governing is very hard. 

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  I think he’s going to pull that out. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  I think this lack of competitiveness, the real threat to the new 

America that Secretary Clinton talks about is that no longer behave like the old America.  

We’re – (inaudible) – with reality TV.  We don’t save money.  There’s just no discretion.  

There’s no frugality. 

 

MS. ERBE:  No what they used to call the Protestant ethic of work hard, save. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. CONWAY:  Our national debt, ladies, our national debt is a real threat to our 

competitiveness later now.  People are going to see a weakened United States who can’t 

manage its own financial affairs at home. 

 



MS. ERBE:  And there needs to be a – Patricia.   

 

MS. SOSA:  As an American who travels extensively abroad and is witnessing 

first hand the growth of Brazil, for example, as a growing economy, I will say the biggest 

threat for the United States is not becoming the old America; it’s becoming the new 

America in the global economy in which we have to be competitive.  We have to be 

innovative.  We have to be aggressive.  And we have to be fearless in terms of going after 

the international – (inaudible). 

 

MS. ERBE:  But wait.  What’s the prescription for that though?   

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  That’s innovation. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Because, for example, when people can outsource $400 or $600 a 

week job and get it done in India for $40 a week, and you’re not going to cut American 

wages even with immigration –  

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, let me give an example. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Wait.  Wait.  Wait.  One at a time and it’s me right now.  (Laughter.)  

So how can we possibly compete when all our manufacturing for economic reasons has 

to be exported? 

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, let me give you an example and let’s go back to Detroit since 

you brought it to the discussion.  What happened with Detroit, the auto industry lost their 

creativity and they got themselves into a political and economic model that was not 

innovative and was putting down new energy.  And what happened?  Brazil and China 

did not – caught up with that and are further ahead. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  And the U.S. government bails it out further getting us into debt 

which makes less competitive. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Last word, Darlene. 

 

MS. KENNEDY:  I just want to say I support innovation.  I want us to go as green 

as possible but we have to be realistic.  We need to manufacture things here.  I don’t want 

to have to call India to get my computer fixed.  I want to be able to call Joe that probably 

lives across the street and who’s on the Internet and help me.  I mean, we have to do both. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Behind the headlines: women and war.  In the years since 

the 1948 Women’s Armed Services Act became law, women have been slowly integrated 

into every area of the military except direct combat.  Military policy still bars female 

soldiers from fighting on the frontline.  Democratic Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez 

says the combat exclusion policy it outdated and hurts women in the long run. 



 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

REP. LORETTA SANCHEZ (D-CA):  We acknowledge now that women are in 

these forces.  But I don’t believe that America really understands that these women are on 

the frontline.  And we have this policy that says there are certain job classifications like 

infantry that women are not allowed to be in.  And they may not be there but they may be 

on a supplying convoy.  They may be, for example, stopping at checkpoints, being there 

because they have to check the women who are in cars, for example, and men because of 

the cultural differences can’t do that.  So if there’s a suicide bomber in the car, our 

military women is just as apt to be blown up as the next guy.  So they really are on the 

frontline. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Currently, some 26,000 women serve in the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan; close to 25,000 have been deployed since 2001.  Sanchez says some of 

these female soldiers aren’t receiving adequate training because they technically aren’t 

supposed to be in combat.  But she says that line of thinking is out of step with the 

realities of modern warfare. 

 

REP. SANCHEZ:  Look, all the wars of the future are going to look more like 

what we see in Iraq and Afghanistan than the traditional World War Two, you know, 

stand up and fight on the frontline situation.  They’ll be in the fight of the future, it will 

be asymmetrical.  We need to train those women who want to be there.  We need to train 

them up.  We need to have them in the field. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Congresswoman Sanchez sits on the House Armed Services 

Committee which recently approved the Defense Department’s 2011 budget.  Sanchez 

proposed an amendment to the bill that would have allowed military commanders to 

assign female soldiers to combat positions. 

 

REP. SANCHEZ:  If it’s against the law to have a woman in a combat zone, then 

I, as a commander, really can’t write about that in her personnel file, let’s say, for when it 

goes up for promotion.  And so, the guy who’s had three combat tours and has proven 

himself will get a promotion over a woman who’s been there also but it’s just not written 

up in that way in her folder.  So the amendment that I had offered actually in the 

Congress was to say that the secretary of the service could give the discretion to the 

commander, to the combat commander to choose from that which he has in front of him.  

if you’re out in Iraq and you need to do a mission and you’ve got a certain set of people 

in front of you to choose the best, to choose what he believes is the best set of people that 

he can use to put on that task.  And by the way, if it happens to be women, it’s okay.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Congresswoman Sanchez’s amendment is in political purgatory 

being studied by the committee at least through next year. 

 

REP. SANCHEZ:  I mean, the study isn’t going to tell us anything different than 

what we’ve seen over the last eight years and that is that women are on the frontline.  



Women are heroic.  Women are fighting alongside.  If you’re a man in the field and the 

woman is covering your back and she’s doing a good job, you’re not looking at her and 

saying, oh, she’s a woman.  You’re just saying, you know, protect me and get me through 

this. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Some worry women won’t be able to withstand the physical and 

mental demands of combat.  But Representative Sanchez says we’ll never know for sure 

unless we give women the opportunity. 

 

REP. SANCHEZ:  We have a volunteer military.  Over 50 percent of the 

population of the United States is women.  So why would we tell women we want you to 

serve but, oh, you can only do this and you can only do that?  I mean, allow women to 

prove themselves.  I’m not saying that every woman should be a solider.  Not every 

woman makes a good solider.  But you know what?  Not every man makes a good soldier 

either.  And so, if a woman wants to, if she’s volunteered, if she wants to be out there in 

the combat zone, if she’s good, then let her compete and take off really the handcuffs that 

you’re putting on her because maybe she does want to make the military a real career. 

 

(End video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  So, is she right?  Should we be getting rid of the combat exclusion 

for women? 

 

MS. BENNETT (?):  Absolutely.  I come from a military family.  My dad was a 

Marine officer.  I was a ranger ROTC in college.  I can tell you right now I’m just as fit, 

and probably fitter than some of the guys on the field, mentally and physically.  But the 

real issue here is women, if they aren’t able to go out on combat and serve in that way, 

they’re going to be prevented, just as you pointed out, from getting promoted.  And the 

other thing that is even more important, in today’s type of battle that you have, it requires 

a certain kind of mental discipline, right, the terrorism threats that you’re facing.  Women 

govern – they make decisions very differently than men do.  I think it will be a huge asset 

to our armed service to have women out in the frontline making decisions.  It will be 

better in the outcome for all of us. 

 

MS. KENNEDY (?):  Until women are trained equivalent – and in other words, 

they have to meet the same physical test that men do, they should not be allowed to be in 

combat unless they can do the same run, the same time, lift the same amount of weight 

like a man does, then they shouldn’t be there because you’re putting other soldiers in 

jeopardy if that equivalent solider is not up to staff with him. 

 

MS. SOSA:  That train left the station. 

 

MS. KENNEDY (?):  No.  No, it hasn’t. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Women that are application for equal in terms of the policies that the 

policies do not match the reality that in reality there are thousands of women in combat 



and what they’re not doing is not getting recognized.  They’re not getting the promotions.  

They’re not getting the pensions.  That’s the reality. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  You know, part of these policies existed to protect the female 

soldiers.  The enemy captures you, you have a better chance, God forbid, of being raped 

than the man operating in the – (inaudible) – right now is to protect the woman as well.  

And look, women being mentally equivalent, physically – of course they are.  Nobody 

should dispute that.  Physiologically, we are not as strong as men.  Nobody can dispute 

that.  It’s not an opinion.  It’s objective.  If men and women were physiologically as 

strong, rape would not exist.  You’d be able to fight them off.   

 

MS. SOSA:  This is not a hypothetical situation.  You’re talking in hypothetical 

terms.  The reality is that women are in combat and they’re telling the stories.  And 

they’re telling – saying that all the barriers that you have listed are not real. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Last word quickly.  Very quickly. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  This is another great example of Congress running down the 

wrong rabbit hole.  You know what women want right now?  Look at everybody’s polls: 

jobs and economic relief and yet this – (inaudible) – the House a big priority. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But there are lots of jobs in the military, lots of jobs in the military. 

 

MS. CONWAY:  No anywhere else. 

 

MS. ERBE:  That’s it for this edition of To the Contrary.  Next week, California 

Senate candidates Barbara Boxer and Carly Fiorina square off.  Please join us on the web 

for the “To the Contrary Extra.”  Whether your views are in agreement or to the contrary, 

please join us next time.   

 

(END) 

 


