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MS. ERBE:  This week on To the Contrary, up first, unmarried men and women 

switch gender roles.  Then, young conservatives support gay marriage.  Behind the 

headlines: in honor of Black History Month, the first black woman to represent Alabama 

in Congress, Democratic Representative Terri Sewell. 

 

(Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello, I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, what single adults want. 

 

Single men may be more concerned about their biological clocks than single 

women, this according to a new survey of American singles finding today’s unmarried 

men and women have flipped the script on traditional gender expectations.  While men 

are seeking out commitment, marriage and children, women are seeking independence 

and no string attached relationships.  Seventy-seven percent of women say having 

personal space is very important, compared to just 58 percent of men who feel that way.  

More singles are seeking love through casual sex.  Thirty-five percent say they had a one 

night stand that blossomed into a long-term relationship.  The online survey of more than 

5,000 singles is very telling, considering singles account for one third of the U.S. 

population. 

 

So, Tara Setmayer, is this gender reversal, role reversal good or bad? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, I think that strong independent women need to be 

careful about this.  And there’s a very thin line between emasculation and assertion. 

 

DEL. NORTON:  Yes, but what’s wrong with a little balance in gender roles?  

Certainly we wouldn’t want to pick up the worst habits of the opposite sex. 

 

MS. WOOD:  Well, and I’m not sure how much of this is a reversal and how 

much people are confused about what gender roles ought to be these days.  And if it is the 

latter, that’s not a good thing. 

 

MS. BROWN:  And I think that this is one of those things where it’s wonderful 

that women are asserting more their independence.  But I think it could be problematic 

that men aren’t asserting enough for the dates and the evenings out and things like that.  

 

MS. ERBE:  But wait a second.  First of all, is everybody’s – does everybody 

agree with the findings that this is going on?  I mean, I’m not dating.  I’m married and 

I’m bored and so –  

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Me either.  (Laughter.) 

 



MS. WOOD:  I think it depends on exactly what the age is.  I mean, most single 

women I know would like to get married and most of them feel like what you just said, 

which is they don’t think guys are assertive enough, that they kind of feel like – and 

that’s what I mean by confusion.  There’s a sense of like, we want to be equal but to ask 

you out?  I don’t want to ask you out.  You should be doing that.  But I think guys are a 

little confused by women have been in power (doing ?) the same office and work space.  

And so I think people are a little bit confused.  You’re seeing it in not only just people 

waiting longer to get married, fewer people getting married. 

 

DEL. NORTON:  Well, that’s a problem.  I think this is counterintuitive and I’m a 

little skeptical, frankly. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But they did – by the way, it was a weighted survey of more than 

5,000 people so a huge sampler. 

 

DEL. NORTON:  So I’m not one of those when it doesn’t agree with me, 

something must be wrong with the survey.  I think they found something there frankly.  

But I still don’t believe that most women don’t start out in life wanting to get married.  

Now, what I do believe is that if you’re a young woman today, you could really be turned 

off by the hookup culture.  And you could say, well, wait a minute.  Maybe I want to wait 

a while, get my own space.  These guys who have been out and into anybody they can get 

into bed.  I think this may be a reaction against what they have seen as how women have 

been treated, how free and easy women have seemed to be, how men have taken 

advantage of that.  So I’d be very careful about whether or not this isn’t a reaction to 

something rather than a whole new blossoming of the new woman. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But when we talk about – there are two conflated things going on 

here, because, to me, it’s a positive development if more guys want to settle down and 

have kids.  On the other hand, if they’re becoming more passive about looking for 

partners, which is not something that started with your generation or even people in their 

20s, I remember as a teenager in New York City that we didn’t go on dates like my 

parent’s generation did.  We went out in packs and then sort of paired off from there.  So 

the men becoming less aggressive about asking women out, at least the difference 

between my mother’s generation and my generation is not a new thing.  So how do you 

put those two together? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Yes.  There is two things going on here.  And there was a 

couple of other things in the survey that I found to be somewhat concerning.  But I’ll 

address your question first.  You know, for me – you know, I’m single.  I’m 35.  And 

dating in the Washington, D.C., area is very difficult.  And, for me, as a very – I have a 

very strong personality, but I want the man to still take on the traditional role of courting 

me, asking me out.  No.  No.  I’ll balance things out but the initial thing – I still want that.  

And there is nothing more – that turns me off more than a passive namby-pamby man 

that can’t make a decision, that’s intimidated.  And that’s a problem that women who are 

successful, who are educated, that’s a huge problem because that’s why I made the 

comment about you have to be careful between asserting yourself and emasculating a 



man because that’s the last thing that I want to do.  But sometimes these men, they feel – 

like you said, there’s maybe a confused role, they don’t know what to do.  And that’s a 

problem.  Now, something else in this survey that I thought was problematic is this 

hooking up thing, this one night stand, you know, starting a relationship based on a 

sexual attraction, a sexual event.  That is not a good foundation to start relationships on.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Gosh, you’re so wise in that way.  Most women – most people don’t 

even think that way. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  I think it’s a problem that people think that love is found in 

sex and that’s not necessarily the case.  You need to build a friendship, build a foundation 

of rock on friendship, getting to know someone before you cross that line.  That is – 

(inaudible). 

 

MS. WOOD:  You see, this goes into this whole – the cultural thing of, you know, 

everybody’s going to be freer to live it out and your body’s free.  I mean, this is the 

whole push, ’60s, ’70s, and also along the lines – at the same time it’s not happening. 

 

MS. ERBE:  That’s not what ’60s, ’70s was about.   

 

MS. WOOD:  Oh, it wasn’t what it was about.  Well, it’s what happened, whether 

or not that was not what it was about. 

 

MS. ERBE:  I lived it.  You weren’t born yet.  (Laughter.) 

 

MS. WOOD:  But at the same time that was happening.  Women, of course are 

getting – more of them are going to college.  More of them are in the workplace.  So 

there’s not the automatic, I’ve got to get married anymore for financial stability.  So it 

can go on longer.  And, unfortunately, I think men – more women did copy some of the 

bad attributes of guys in some of these areas.  And so now we have a very confused 

culture, very confused. 

 

MS. BROWN:  You know, I also think though that there’s something interesting 

that marriage could actually be redefined as really, truly a loving commitment.  I mean, 

one of the things that’s interesting is you take the economic dependence out of it; you 

take the sort of traditional societal pressure toward it, maybe what we’re really seeing is 

that people really want a voluntary commitment toward marriage and women certainly, 

whereas in the past, that had been an accomplishment for women to be married. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But how does the business about men wanting more being and want 

the family situation than women now? 

 

MS. BROWN:  But wait.  There’s a very real age disparity in this survey.  I mean, 

it does show that men between the ages of 25 and 49 actually want marriage less.  It 

really shows that it’s the young men between 18 and 24 and the older men over 50 who 

are really seeking the marriage and commitment.  And I think more of that has to do with 



stability and a desire – again, I almost want to say to a passivity to the fact that then they 

won’t have to work so hard that men in their sort of prime are looking at it more as this is 

the time I can be dating and out there. 

 

MS. ERBE:  And are there age differences in there as well in terms of women at 

different –  

 

MS. BROWN:  Yes.  And this is where I think one of the more fascinating 

realities and biggest problems for men and women is that it’s usually an issue of timing.  

I think most difficulties between men and women end up being women see it at a 

different timeframe than men see it. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, and men’s lives aren’t interrupted by having children 

either so it’s easier – if, sure, they’re like, I’d love to have kids because they’re not the 

ones having them.  They’re not the ones whose careers are impeded as a result of having 

children.  The same way – the impact is different for them. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  But wait a second.  I was going to say, aren’t you talking ’50s and 

’60s because now more men are sharing – yes, pregnancy still has to be the women, no 

doubt.  But the rest of it can truly be shared and men are wanting more to share. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Sure.  But I’m saying as far as like career with – the reason 

why I think that there’s a disparity there is because for men their career track and what 

goes on is not impeded the way it is for a woman.  The considerations are different.  So 

I’m sure that women who are on the track of independence and career track, they’re 

saying, well, you know, the child thing may not be what I want right now, whereas for 

men, they’re like, of course I want a family. 

 

DEL. NORTON:  Look, this is what’s problematic though.  If the two would meet 

at some golden age and they would marry and have families, but instead, what we find is 

singles are growing.  Marriage seldom – too seldom occurs.  And indeed, as we know 

from other surveys, marriage is becoming an upper middle-class phenomenon.  That isn’t 

good for any society. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  From single adults to young conservatives.  This week, 

support for same-sex marriage came from an unlikely source: Barbara Bush, one of 

President George W. Bush’s twin daughters.  Hers is one in a string of videos produced 

by the National Gay Rights Organization, the Human Rights Campaign showing 

celebrities supporting gay rights.  Twenty-nine-year-old Bush called for New York State 

to legalize gay marriage, directly opposing her father’s stance.  But Ms. Bush isn’t the 

only child of a Republican luminary to embrace same-sex marriage.  Meghan McCain, 

daughter of Senator John McCain and Mary Cheney, the lesbian daughter of Vice 

President Dick Cheney, have both publicly supported same-sex unions.  Gay rights 

advocates say having the support of young conservatives shows the issue can cross party 



lines and surpass family values.  According to a Pew study, more than half of young 

Americans support gay marriage, but Democrats are still twice as likely as Republicans to 

approve of it. 

 

So what is it about these young Republican women, conservative women, 

especially I think of McCain, who says, you can’t tell me I’m not a conservative.  I’m a 

conservative.  My vision, my conservative vision of gay rights is that it adds to family 

values and adds more people who are part of the demographic who are forming long-term 

relationships and having families, not detracting from it. 

 

MS. WOOD:  Well, I think she has a different view of conservatism in some 

cases than perhaps I do and a lot of other folks.  Look, I think what you’re seeing here – 

this is in some ways coming out of what we just talked about, about relationships and 

marriage and the like.  What does it really mean to get married?  And what is marriage 

really about?  I mean, we’ve talked about before I think on this program.  The reason 

society, I believe, and the government has an interest in saying, you can get married and 

these folks can’t is because marriage is where children usually occur.  Not all, but where 

it’s where most of them occur.  And that’s – we have an interest in protecting and 

creating a place that’s safe for children and the best environment for them to grow up.  

And I firmly believe and I think studies show that children do best when they have a 

mom and a dad, not – I know that doesn’t happen for everybody but that’s the best.  

 

MS. ERBE:  I’m sorry.  Which study are you pointing to, because there have been 

a rash of studies out recently showing gay parents are just as good if not better parents 

than straight parents? 

 

MS. WOOD:  Well, there’s a difference – it’s not just about parenting.  It’s what 

are their outcomes in the long term?  And the fact is everybody I think would say, look, if 

we can give any child a mother and a father and it’s true that they were going to have that 

for life, we would do that.  Obviously, it doesn’t always work out but that’s why we 

recognize those versus just any other relationships that are committed that we don’t give 

special benefits there. 

 

DEL. NORTON:  Why don’t you give that lecture to heterosexuals? 

 

MS. WOOD:  I agree with you on that. 

 

DEL. NORTON:  When we’re talking about gay marriage, we’re not talking 

about children.  We’re talking about two loving people who want to, in fact, get married.  

The Republicans who are way on the other side of modernity always put up the very 

people that we all should be worried about when talking about another entire set of 

people, and that is same-sex people, who indeed are doing more to reinforce the nuclear 

family than all the rest of put together because they revere it.  They want it.  We’ve just 

talked about how young single people don’t seem to want marriage at all.  If you’re for 

family values, I don’t know what difference –  

 



MS. WOOD:  But what is marriage?  That is the question.  Marriage is a –  

 

DEL. NORTON:  That’s not for you to define. 

 

MS. WOOD:  No.  That’s the question.  Is marriage just about committed 

relationships and people?  I mean, can two best friends say we want to have the same tax 

breaks that everybody else does and we want to share these things?  I mean, what it 

makes it marriage is because people can have sex?  What makes it marriage?  At the end 

of the day –  

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Let’s let Tara and Lara in. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  I guess the argument is between marriage versus civil unions.  

I think more people would feel comfortable because they look at marriage as a religious 

sacrament and a covenant between a man and a woman under the eyes of God.  Now, for 

others, marriage is a contract.  And I think that’s where you get into the differences of 

opinion.  I find it interesting that Laura Bush came out.  I think the Bushes would be – 

Daddy Bush would be more upset that she’s calling herself a New Yorker and not a 

Texan.  (Laughter.)  But, you know, these –  

 

MS. ERBE:  But what is it – tell me what is it about Meghan McCain and Laura – 

and I know that the former GOP chair has come out and even Vice President Cheney but 

it just seems like, to me, it’s more being driven by the daughters of than the sons of or the 

men in the Republican Party? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, I think for men it’s still – I think for women it’s more – 

they’re – the idea of homosexuality I think women accept it a little bit more than men do 

because for men there’s such a stigma attached to that that it’s just not – it’s so taboo that 

men are not going to openly come out and say – again, we talk about manhood and being 

passive.  They look at that as a question of their own manhood if they accept it.  But these 

women are just – they have their own identities and I think that’s a good thing that 

because they are able to step out of the shadow of the legacy of their own families and 

have their own thinking.  Whether I agree with them or not, that’s a different story.  But 

at least that they’re able to do that and not feel ostracized where in the past, I don’t think 

there was as much opportunity to come out and speak against the family in politics. 

 

MS. BROWN:  I really think that it’s important to remember that the state took 

over marriage when Henry the VIII wanted to divorce.  So it’s problematic I think to 

conflate the idea of a sacrament that is important within many religious – you know, 

different religions of the world with essentially the state’s interest in marriage.  The 

state’s interest in marriage is property and order.  And from that perspective, as a 

conservative, quite frankly, you should be for it because bringing order to essentially a 

society and to property is a good thing for the country.  In addition, if you are a 

conservative and you’re against it, then it seems as though you’re for gay sex outside of 



marriage and that seems even more problematic and contradictory.  So, from my 

perspective, I think gay marriage probably should be allowed at the state level.  Whether 

or not your church endorses it is a completely other phenomenon and something that if 

we allow the separation – (inaudible).   

 

MS. WOOD:  Come on guys.  This is silly.  We have plenty of laws in the book 

that allow order that you talk about.  I mean, we always hear this from the other side, 

from the gay rights side of – oh, we can’t – what if I want to leave my house to 

somebody?  You can do that already.  It’s called a will.  We have contracts set up for all 

sorts of things. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But you know – but wait a second. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Wait.  Wait.  Wait.  You know that even proponents of civil union 

admit that there’s not as – that there’s no getting around that business about having to be 

a relative to get into the hospital.  There are other factors that civil unions cannot provide 

for that marriage does.   

 

MS. WOOD:  Well, I think that’s a straw man.  First of all, it’s called – you have 

a physician directive and other things, you can give your power of attorney to somebody 

else and you can get in the hospital.  So I still think that’s nonsense.  But the bottom line 

is when it comes to marriage, the reason – the big reasons that we as a society have 

always recognized as a man and a woman is because it is where families are created and 

they are the bedrock of society.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  You know, that I really want to take on.   

 

MS. WOOD:  And my question is –  

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

DEL. NORTON:  It’s much too late to define marriage by whether or not people 

have children.  We live in an age where more and more people are not having children.  

Indeed, we have a problem of just the opposite kind where more and more people are 

getting old and too few people are having children.  Yes.  Marriage helps to solidify the 

role of children.  But to take that single factor today in the 21
st
 as the reason for marriage 

is to be speaking to the 18
th

 century.   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Behind the headlines: U.S. Representative Terri Sewell.  

As the first black woman elected to Congress from the state of Alabama, Sewell has 

already made a name for herself.  This Black History Month we talk with 

Congresswoman Sewell about her historic win, growing up in Selma, and the women 

who inspired her to run for office. 

 



(Begin video segment.) 

 

REP. TERRI SEWELL (D-AL):  I come from a great tradition of public service, 

both from my parents and my grandparents in Alabama.  My mom actually was the first 

African-American women who stood on the city council in Selma, Alabama.  So I knew 

that public service was going to be an important part of my life.  And I had the pleasure 

of working on the Hill as a college intern for my congressman from the seventh 

congressional district.  So I feel in some ways it’s a full circle moment for me to have the 

opportunity to represent my home district. 

 

MS. ERBE:  This isn’t Sewell’s first time making history.  After graduating as 

Selma High School’s first black valedictorian, Sewell left her home town to attend 

Princeton.  She then went on to earn a masters and a law degree from Oxford and 

Harvard respectively.  After a successful career in the private sector, she comes to 

Washington amid a less than ideal climate for a Democrat. 

 

REP. SEWELL:  You know, I think that the real challenge, you know, is to be the 

voice for – to be an advocate for your district.  And that doesn’t change whether it’s 

Republican controlled or Democrat controlled.  Clearly, it would be a little bit more 

challenging but I look forward to working across the aisles with my colleagues, both in 

the Republican side and obviously with my colleagues within the party, within the 

Democratic Party, as well as my delegation from Alabama.  At the end of the day, it’s 

really about moving Alabama, this district, and this nation forward.  And economic 

growth and jobs and economic development is the number one issue that I think the 

American public wants Congress to work on. 

 

MS. ERBE:  And that’s where Sewell is directing her focus.  With aging 

infrastructure and an unemployment rate nearly double the national average, her district 

is a microcosm of some of America’s worst problems.   

 

REP. SEWELL:  My district has many bad roads and bridges and so I think that 

working on improving the infrastructure and creating economic corridors will be a real 

important part, investing in its human capital, workforce development, and career and 

technical training I think it will be important.  Education – I think that an educated 

workforce will really allow us to be prepared for 21
st
 century jobs and opportunities. 

 

MS. ERBE:  The congresswoman says her district’s greatest asset is its people.  

While it will always be associated with the struggles of the civil rights movement, she 

says her district has risen from its violent and segregated past. 

 

REP. SEWELL:  I grew up in Selman, in the heart of the black belt, the rural area 

of this district.  And, you know, the district includes Birmingham, and Tuscaloosa, and 

Selma, and it has rich, wonderful history.  It’s also the rights trail.  But, you know, that’s 

our past.  I think that we offer an opportunity to see a shining example of what race 

relations can do to move a community forward.  And I think that that’s really what I’d 



want folks to know about the seventh congressional district that it’s a wonderful district, 

full of great people who just need resources and opportunities. 

 

(End video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Why did it take, first of all, an incredible academic set of credentials 

and work credentials as well, and 50 years for a woman to finally get elected to Congress 

from Alabama?   

 

DEL. NORTON:  Well, yes.  No woman I think has been elected from Alabama.  

So, first, remember that.  Then remember the state’s reputation.  And I don’t mean just 

for race.  I mean, its political reputation, its reputation in gender.  And, of course, most 

African-Americans who come forward in these districts are first and foremost men.  This 

is an extraordinary young woman.  You don’t see her effervescent side here, but she’s got 

all of that.  And look at who she is.  Here is one of the most sophisticated members of 

Congress today, believe me.  And yet, she represents a very rural, very poor district.  

What does that say to you?  I think it says that her poor African-American constituents 

see their future in this young woman who grew up in their city, went to Princeton, 

Harvard, Oxford, Wall Street and then came back home to do good.  So I think she 

represents the very best in politics.  Her peers have elected her, her Democratic peers, 

president of her class and she has an extraordinary future in the Congress. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Oh, I think she’s a phenomenal example of the American 

dream, especially coming from the south and the history and what she had to overcome.  I 

think her story is a fantastic example of what can be accomplished in this country, 

regardless of what obstacles are put in front of you.  And the fact that she chose to come 

back and serve her people, I think that’s great.  And it’s inspirational. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But let me ask you this: if she’s looking at Alabama and the civil 

rights movement, which you lived through, as past, is it backwards of us to look at 

Alabama as a – in terms of its old reputation?  Has it changed in these 50 years? 

 

DEL. NORTON:  Oh, sure.  Racially in some respects.  But, believe me, this is a 

black women who could only get elected in a very black district.  She could not even get 

elected, and she speaks nothing about her extraordinary credentials, in the kind of mixed 

district that some of my colleagues do.  This is still Alabama.  Alabama ranks right down 

there with Mississippi, with the states that value education least, with the –  

 

MS. ERBE:  Or maybe just can afford it least, right? 

 

DEL. NORTON:  Well, it has to do with their politics.  Again, this is all 

connected.  If you don’t believe taxes are good for anything, if you don’t believe that you 

should invest in education, you don’t get the Terri Sewells. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  That’s it for this edition of To the Contrary.  Please joins 

us next week and please look for us on the web, “TTC Extra.”   



 

(END) 

 


