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MS. ERBE:  This week on To the Contrary, first, women dominate the 

Democratic convention, but will they go to the polls for Barack Obama.  Then, 
Republicans who support marriage equality.   

 
 (Musical break.) 
 
MS. ERBE:  Hello, I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, the important choice ahead 
for women voters.   

 
(Begin video segment.)   
 
MS. ERBE:  Barack Obama and the Democrats believe women will be the 

deciding factor in the presidential election, so they’re working hard to drive them to the 
polls.   

 
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA:  And if you share that faith with me, if you 

share that hope with me, I ask you tonight for your vote.   
 
MS. ERBE:  At their convention, Democrats put women front, center, and really 

everywhere.  There were tributes to women senators and women House members.  One 
woman after another took to the stage to make the case for reelecting President Obama.   

 
SENATOR BARBARA BOXER (D-CA):  We are far better off with Barack 

Obama than we were with George W. Bush.  That is clear.  The Republicans said, got 
you, are you better off?  Absolutely.   

 
REPRESENTATIVE MAXINE WATERS (D-CA):  When you look at our 

convention, you see America represented.  You see the diversity.  You see the role of 
women, all of us, members of Congress, women members, who are on that stage sent a 
big message across this nation that the Democratic Party embraces women, that they’re 
willing and have always legislated on our behalf.   

 
REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN MALONEY (D-NY):  I think that the 

differences between President Obama and his opposition is deep.  It’s strong.  They are 
oceans apart.  President Obama gave us the health care bill that treats like equals.  No 
longer are we charged more.  No longer we’re treated like a preexisting condition.   

 
MS. JOYCE BEATTY [Congressional Candidate, Ohio]:  Men have mothers and 

sisters and wives and daughters.  When you look at, there’re more women out there 
voting, I think it’s a message to say that in 2012, it’s about men and women.  It’s not 
excluding anyone.  It’s just sending a message that more women are coming to Congress.  
Women can make a difference and we’re just excited about it.   



 
MS. ERBE:  Debbie Wasserman Schultz, chair of the Democratic Party insisted 

the party is not only for women, but all about women.   
 
MS. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ:  So who is for women priorities and 

who’s just pretending?   
 
MS. ERBE:  With so many women speakers and women comprising 50 percent of 

the delegates, the women’s caucus held two packed sessions to fire up the party faithful.   
 
SECRETARY KATHLEEN SEBELIUS [Department of Health & Human 

Services]:  I think what we have to do is make sure that women understand that the 
Republicans – (inaudible) – for policies that are bad for women, bad for our health, bad 
for our job security, bad for our future, and damaging to our children.   

 
MS. SANDRA FLUKE [Feminist Activist]:  I believe that what’s critical is that 

women know who they’re voting for this November and they know that person’s record 
on women’s health, on our economic equality, on violence against women.  I just want to 
make sure that the women of this country and the men who care about them are making 
an informed choice.   

 
MS. ERBE:  Even the Hispanic caucus looked like a women’s caucus.   
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  Si se puede.   
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  Yes, we can.   
 
MS. ERBE:  First Lady Michelle Obama made a surprise appearance, calling on 

this important demographic to get out to vote.   
 
MS. MICHELLE OBAMA:  It’s all on the line.   
 
MS. ERBE:  Away from the convention floor, dozens of events also focused on 

women.  Despite a counter demonstration on the streets of Charlotte, Planned Parenthood 
rallied women and men for the cause.   

 
MS. CECILE RICHARSA [President Planned Parenthood]:  I think none of us 

ever imagined that on this presidential election literally Planned Parenthood would be on 
the ballot.  I mean, when you have a candidate – obviously, President Obama has been a 
big supporter of women’s health, has been a strong supporter of Planned Parenthood.  
Mitt Romney’s pledged to get rid of Planned Parenthood.  Literally, for women, they’re 
looking up and saying what happened.   

 
REPRESENTATIVE SHEILA JACKSON LEE (D-TX):  President Obama and 

the Democratic Party have a table of the inclusiveness.  Everyone has a right to be seated 



at the table.  In this instance, Planned Parenthood has been a frontline, first responder for 
young women, for poor women in access to health care.   

 
MS. ERBE:  Many of the women at the convention say they believe if more 

women were elected, women’s health wouldn’t even be an issue.  Swanee Hunt, head of 
Political Parity, told me that will require a critical mass of women in elected office.   

 
MS. SWANEE HUNT [Chair Political Parity]:  We’re going to have to double 

and then double again in order to get to parity.  And then, we will have a different 
country and we will have a different world.  

 
MS. ERBE:  Emily’s List held a town hall and reception to encourage women to 

run and vote.   
 
MS. STEPHANIE SCHRIOCK:  Women’s voices matter.  Their vote matters.  

We can change the outcomes of these elections if women vote.  President Obama’s 
election is perhaps the most important in my lifetime.  The next president of the United 
States will nominate Supreme Court justices.  We also need to make sure we keep the 
Senate.  There’s a lot of Senate seats up.  The Senate has drawn the line in the sand on 
issue after issue.   

 
MS. ERBE:  With less than two months left, the main objective is turning out 

voters.   
 
MS. SOFIA ARAGON [Delegate Washington]:  I think people are really sick of 

politics today and we really struggle with even getting people out to vote.  So I think 
when people like me and my other fellow delegates go home, they’ll have stories to share 
on people who definitely vote.   

 
REPRESENTATIVE JANICE HAHN (D-CA):  Women voters in this country 

have to say when the question is asked are we better off than we were four years ago, yes.   
 
REPRESENTATIVE TERRI SEWELL (D-AL):  He’s done so many things and 

do we have more things to do?  Absolutely.  But I believe that there’s a clear choice in 
November and that choice is to reelect Barack Obama.   

 
(End video segment.)  
 
MS. ERBE:  So Congresswoman Norton, you were there, which party do you 

think is doing the best job of winning the women’s vote?   
 
DEL. NORTON:  Bonnie, you can’t rhapsodize women at contentions and think 

they will forget attacks, for example, on their reproductive health like contraception and 
abortion.   

 



MS. BUCHANAN:  You know, Barack Obama was beating Mitt Romney with 
women at the beginning of this summer, Bonnie, by 20-24 points.  At the end of our 
convention, that number was down to 6 percent.  He can’t win at 6 percent.  That’s why 
they focus so much on women.  They had to.   

 
MS. CARNAHAN:  Well, I think can’s down.  There’s no question that the 

Democrats focused more on women.  They had been focusing more on women.  All you 
have to do is look at the speaker, their gender, and the content.   

 
MS. SAILOR:  I think women who were looking to hear about jobs, the economy, 

their children, education would be wooed by the Republican National Convention.   
 
 MS. ERBE:  And why do you say that, because that convention was more about 

jobs and the economy?   
 
MS. SAILOR:  I think there was more of an opportunity to really hear about all 

the other issues.  I think at the Democratic convention, there was such a loud echo of this 
war on women theme against the Republican Party.  And as I talked to people, common 
women around the country, you know, they’re just really tired of all – of the hammer, 
hammer, hammer piece, and I think some of that negativity drowned out some of the 
good messages.   

 
DEL. NORTON:  You know, if it’s a theme, it’s not a theme that the Democrats 

started or wanted.  It began with Sandra Fluke, I was on the committee.  They refused to 
let her testify, an all-male panel.  We didn’t throw down the gauntlet on contraception.  
We are not the ones that put into our platform a Personhood Amendment that would 
essentially bar even certain kinds of contraception.  Those issues were put on the table by 
Republicans.  They had a vote in the Senate that would have said any employer who – an 
employer, no matter how large, you could be a corporate head, who objected to abortion 
could keep women, who by the way pay for – partly pay for their own health care, even 
the employer does also, could keep this woman from getting contraception in her health 
care.  Democrats didn’t put that amendment on the Senate floor.  So if there’s been a war 
on women, we certainly didn’t start it.   

 
MS. BUCHANAN:  You know, if you want to really look at what women – why 

women are going to be – what they’re going to be voting on in November, it’s clear.  
Every poll has showed it time and time again.  It’s what Angela referred to.  They worry 
about the jobs.  They worry about the reckless spending of this administration.  They’re 
terrified about the $16 trillion debt that this president has given us.  And they’re worried 
about ObamaCare actually undermining and destroying the quality of care in this country.  
These are the issues they’re going to worry about.  They know very, very well that 
contraception is something that’s going to be available to them and always been available 
to them since the ’50s, and Republicans have never tried to take them away from them.  
They may not want the taxpayer to have to pay for that, but that’s all the discussion is 
about.  So one thing that’s clear what’s happening here, as women look, they want a 
brighter future.  Obama has failed them on that account.  He offered hope and he did not 



give it to them.  They are out of jobs.  There’s 400,000 more women out of jobs today 
than when Obama started.  So that is what they care about, their future, a brighter future 
for themselves, their family, and their children.  And that is the message of the 
Republican convention.   

 
MS. ERBE:  Debra, what about the latest unemployment rate that came out, 8.1 

percent – 
 
MS. CARNAHAN:  Right.   
 
MS. ERBE:  – how’s that going to help hurt the president?   
 
MS. CARNAHAN:  Well, I think that it’s not bad.  I don’t think that it’s great.  

Certainly, I think we were projecting wanting 8.4 percent right in there somewhere.  So 
it’s slightly lower, but it’s certainly better than what it has been and it’s showing that 
we’re moving in the right direction.  You’re also talking about jobs and women.  There 
are – there have been many, many, many private sector jobs created in the last two to 
three years, more than government jobs, as we’ve done government cuts and put people 
out of jobs, number one.  But also, two, let’s get back to economics.  We have the Lilly 
Ledbetter Act, you know, where we have not seen from Governor Romney that he said he 
would support that, what his feelings are on that.  He has remained pretty much silent 
about that.  And I think that sends a really strong message to women that here’s a man 
who wants to be the president of United States, but won’t make a comment on one of the 
single most important pieces of legislation affecting women and their economic health in 
this country.   

 
MS. BUCHANAN:  You know, what we just heard is exactly what the problem is 

with the Democrats.  Barack Obama has said that this unemployment rate is the new 
normal, that we have to just expect it.  And what we just heard now was that this 8.1 is 
good.  The reason it’s 8.1, the reason it’s down from 8.3 to 8.1 today is because 380,000 
people walked out of – they’re not even looking anymore.  For every person that found a 
job this last month, four left – left the job market.  This is unacceptable.   

 
MS. ERBE:  But you know, but Bay, it seemed to me, coming out of the 

Democratic convention, there was one issue that was talked about that had not – the 
Democratic had refrained and the president had refrained from talking about on the 
campaign trail before, which was how the country got to the fiscal situation that it’s in 
right now.  Why would – why did they make the decision and how will this affect women 
voters that finally you have the president and his surrogate saying, look, we walked into a 
mess, and this is the best we’ve been able to do trying to clean it up? 

 
DEL. NORTON:  And you know, people aren’t brain dead.  They have seen that 

not only did the president walk into that mess.  They have seen, especially in the House, 
the most obstructionist Congress in history.  The president had a jobs bill that would have 
created two million jobs by this time.  Where does it sit?  In the House of Representatives 
where it can’t pass.  People understand that not only did we find a mess that was the 



deepest mess since the Great Depression.  And Roosevelt didn’t get out of that mess in 
four years, but we had something he didn’t have, which was a House and a Senate that 
said, no matter what it does to the country, our job to make Barack Obama a one-term 
president.   

 
MS. ERBE:  Now, I want to ask you a question.  If history repeats itself this 

election, Mitt Romney will do what President Bush did twice, which is win the married 
white women’s vote.  And the Democrats will win women overall because there’re a lot 
more single white women, older white women, and women of color if you put them all 
together than there are married white women.  Why is that and is there anything coming 
out of either of these conventions that will change that pattern?   

 
MS. BUCHANAN:  You know, Bonnie, and that is exactly what I was talking 

about earlier.  There’s no question that a natural base of Democratic Party is single 
women.  It’s part of their natural constituency.  And traditionally – 

 
MS. ERBE:  Why is that?   
 
MS. BUCHANAN:  It’s because of – I think that, first of all, a lot of single moms 

out there and those who are dependent somewhat on government.  They are taking either 
Food Stamps or they’re in need of some kind of aid from the government, whether it’d be 
Medicare if they’re older, Medicaid if they are poor.  So all of those things are reasons 
why they have traditionally voted with Democratic Party, whereas business women, 
small business women, and married women have voted for – 

 
MS. ERBE:  Who are the richest demographic of women, by the way – married 

white women are the most – are the wealthiest.   
 
MS. BUCHANAN:  But the key is that – well, sure, and it’s known that those 

people who are more in a lower income, whether they’re men or women, vote 
Democratic.  I mean, this is just a general background.  But the key for this particular 
election is exactly what I said before.  Thirteen percent is how Barack Obama won years 
ago, 13 percent, four years ago, he won women.  And an ABC poll has him winning by 6 
percent.  That means we win big.  Okay, is that going to change up and down three more 
times or four more – yes, sure it is.  But the key is more and more women are looking at 
this and saying, listen, I want my kids having opportunities.  I want jobs when they 
graduate from college.  I work my head off to get them there.  I was a single mom myself.  
The thing I worried about most is making sure I kept that job, so I could – a job, some 
job, so I could take care of my kids.  But that’s what they’re losing.  More women are 
falling into poverty.  They’re losing jobs under this administration.  And to suggest that 
we inherited it, yes, we all agree that it was a mess when Barack Obama – but we had 
hope.  He doesn’t seem to have any answers.  He failed for the first three and a half years, 
and he has no answers for the future.  

 



MS. ERBE:  Let me ask you, Debra Carnahan, what can or should Democrats and 
Barack Obama be doing to try – or is there anything they can do to try to win the white 
married women’s vote and why aren’t they going after it more?   

 
MS. CARNAHAN:  Well, I think that they can, number one.  Number two, I’d 

just like to also address that there has not been a poll on women’s support of President 
Obama since our convention ended, last night.  I was reading those same polls.  There has 
not been one done.  We’ll see what happens to those numbers after our convention.   

 
MS. ERBE:  Okay, but why is it that – 
 
(Cross talk.)   
 
MS. ERBE:  – but I really want some good information on this.  Why is it that 

Democrats don’t get the white women’s vote, haven’t since – you know – Bush – since 
Ronald Reagan, really, and why aren’t they going after that vote more?   

 
MS. CARNAHAN:  Well, I think in politics, you go after the vote at your base 

and what you’re the most sure of, especially in tight elections like this one’s going to be 
and with the polarization of our country, you work more on who you think you can get, 
number one.  Number two, I’m a white married woman and I’m a staunched Democrat 
and always have been, so I don’t really understand that breakdown.  The only think that I 
could think about that is that maybe traditionally white married women have not worked 
outside the home as much as other women have had to, and so they haven’t had to 
address maybe some of the issues that single women do.   

 
MS. ERBE:  All right.  That’s all we have time for on this topic.  But let us know 

what you think.  Please follow me on Twitter @BonnieErbe or @TotheContrary.  
 
Behind the headlines, with both party conventions over, we introduce you to some 

very interesting people we met at the GOP convention and who were given very little 
attention by the mainstream media, Young Conservatives for the Freedom to Marry.  
They are young Republicans who want the party to know fiscal responsibility and 
marriage equality are not mutually exclusive.   

 
(Begin video segment.)   
 
MS. SARAH LONGWELL:  There’s no doubt that when you walk into a voting 

booth as a gay Republican, you’re faced with an extraordinarily difficult decision.  But 
you know, I am not just one thing.  I’m not just gay.  I also want to leave a country to my 
children that is financially sound.  I want to have the AAA credit rating and I want our 
country to be in good financial shape.  I don’t want us to have $13-$16 trillion worth of 
debt.  And so I am those things, too, and they all inform my decision when I go into the 
ballot box.   

 



MS. MARGARET HOOVER:  I am a conservative because I believe in 
individual freedom and I believe that our government, our society is built by individuals, 
is going bottom up, not top down, and I believe the role of the government is to create an 
even playing field.  And that isn’t the case for gay Americans, gay and lesbian 
Americans, because they don’t have the same freedoms that straight Americans have.  So 
for me, it’s about correcting a philosophical inconsistency and the promise of what it 
means to be a conservative and to be for individual freedom.   

 
MS. ERBE:  The leaders of Young Conservatives for Freedom to Marry argue the 

party needs to be more flexible on marriage equality to appeal to younger voters.   
 
MS. LONGWELL:  The party’s really changing on this issue.  Younger people, 

you know, we’re Young Conservatives for the Freedom to Marry, and that’s because self-
identified Republicans and conservatives under the age of 44 overwhelmingly, in the 
majority, agree with the freedom to marry.  They believe that it’s something that should 
happen for people.  And so the demographics within the Republican Party are shifting on 
this.   

 
MS. HOOVER:  I think the country is changing more expeditiously on this social 

issue than any other social issue.  And what you see here in terms of our group is a 
manifestation of that change within the context of the Republican Party and the 
conservative movement.  And I don’t think just because Rick Santorum and I disagree 
about this issue means that either of us is any less conservative.  I think it is an opening to 
begin to have a conversation about where the party’s going to go and what the principles 
of the party are going to mean, especially with respect to gays and lesbians.   

 
MS. ERBE:  And for Longwell, the issue was personal.  She recently became 

engaged to her partner and wants to celebrate beyond just her wedding day.   
 
MS. LONGWELL:  If you’re gay, it’s personal, because you plan on getting 

married.  But there is something about actually going through the process of, you know, 
choosing the person that you want to be with for the rest of your life and then having 
those moments, where you’re figuring out things like your taxes or what you’re going to 
do about your kids and, you know, how you’re going to do a lot of the practical things, 
and you realize how important the legal recognition of marriage is to people’s lives.   

 
MS. ERBE:  But the Republican platform includes a firm stance against same sex 

unions.  It’s something the Young Conservatives for Freedom to Marry hope to see 
change in the near future.   

 
MS. LONGWELL:  Barack Obama only evolved three months ago.  There’s 

definitely going to be a lag time for the Republicans, but I think they’re going to evolve 
as well.   

 
MS. HOOVER:  There are a couple of people who have said to me, how can you 

be a Republican?  Look at yourself in the mirror.  And I think that’s nuts and that’s crazy.  



I think the point of the conservative movement – I think we want to return to the days of 
the big tent on social issues.  We want to be able to have people who have different views 
on very complex social issues, and I don’t even mean gay rights necessarily, I also mean 
on the issues of prolife and prochoice, which I think are terms that don’t properly 
characterize the nuances of that very complex social issue.  I think we need to get back to 
a time where we can be a big tent party on those social issues.   

 
(End video segment.)   
 
MS. ERBE:  So what do you think, Bay?  I mean, you are part of the base of the 

party, the religious Right conservatives, fiscal conservative.  Do you want Republicans in 
the party who are for marriage equality?   

 
MS. BUCHANAN:  Oh, sure.  Listen – and they always have been.  And there’re 

fiscal conservatives in our party.  There’re social conservatives.  There’s one – there’s 
many – there are both.  And that’s the way it is and always has been.  I have many 
prochoice friends that have been fighting that battle.   

 
MS. ERBE:  If that’s the case, though, why is the plank still in the party platform 

against gay marriage?   
 
MS. BUCHANAN:  Because the majority in our party, the overwhelming 

majority of the rank and file are extremely – are the social conservatives and they come 
in and they work that platform and they make certain that it represents the values that 
they believe dearly in.  So that’s what’s there.  And I give them enormous credit because 
that is what our party is about, is representing what the party as a whole really believes.  
And these individuals – I give them more credit.  I have worked with prochoice 
Republican conservatives for years and they’ve tried to get it more – to be a little bit 
more accepting or in the platform itself to be more prochoice, and they have not been 
successful, but doesn’t mean they’re not good and hearty conservative Republicans for 
many, many other reasons.  We work very closely together.  So no, Bonnie, there’s a 
misconception that this party doesn’t have many, many types of people with different 
views on social issues and fiscal issues.   

 
DEL. NORTON:  Yes, but they certainly are submerged.  Look, this party has 

been taken over by forces of reaction, reaction against the great transformation that the 
society is undergoing.  They are against Hispanics there – 

 
MS. BUCHANAN:  Against Hispanics?   
 
DEL. NORTON:  They are against the – they are against the LGBT.  They are – 

it’s the young people who are pushing to make the party more progressive right at a point 
when the party has become more reactionary than at any time in memory.  And these 
forces are going to collide, and if they can’t find a way to absorb these people and these 
people, it seems to me, ought to be welcomed, because they look like they are the – a 
stream of diversity in a party that is becoming a white male party, a party that, as one 



analyst has called it, has been southernized, that many of the values of the old South have 
now been embraced by a party that was much broader.   

 
MS. BUCHANAN:  Eleanor, nothing but rhetoric.  Go ahead.   
 
MS. SAILOR:  You know, I was the coalition’s director at the Republican 

National Committee and I think that the relationship of the diversity in the party is seen in 
the video we just watched.  You don’t hear a combative tone.  You do hear that people 
have joined the party understanding what the platform is.  And they’re comfortable with a 
lot of the other platform issues there that keep them in the party and that they want to be 
talking and they want to be in dialogue.  And I’m just excited that it’s not combative, but 
rather there’s a diversity there, where people are wanting to dialogue and have 
conversation.   

 
MS. BUCHANAN:  And to be a party – the Democrats, they actually booed down 

God.  You know, I mean, they took him, perched him out of their platform and you say 
that this reaches out to women?  I suspect there’s a lot of women out there that are more 
comfortable having God in a platform than out of it.   

 
MS. CARNAHAN:  I think we’re talking about the issue now on the same sex 

marriage and looking to the Republican Party on this issue and looking to the Democratic 
Party, obviously the Democratic Party is way far ahead of the Republican Party on this 
one.  Now, within your own party, you are having dialogue going on about this, 
including, you know, Senator McCain’s daughter, okay, Meghan McCain, and here you 
have Herbert Hoover’s granddaughter, great-granddaughter speaking of this.  And I think 
the Republican Party will eventually be forced to put this somewhere in their platform as 
these younger people are getting older and they become the party leaders.  I think this is a 
generational thing.  I see it with my sons.  What was not accepted 50 years ago, to them, 
they look at this and go, why wouldn’t you be able to marry?  This makes no sense.  I 
don’t bat an eye if my friend’s gay.  So I think the Republican Party is going to be forced 
to change and I agree with those young leaders.   

 
MS. ERBE:  All right.  We’ll have to talk again after credits.  That’s it for this 

edition of To the Contrary.  Please follow me on Twitter @BonnieErbe and 
@TotheContrary and check our website, PBS.org/ttc, where the discussion continues.  
And whether you agree or think to the contrary, please join us next time.     

 
(END)  
 


