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BONNIE ERBE:  This week on To the Contrary, men and feminism, first, what 

men can do to end sexual assault?  Then, are men holding women back in the workplace?  

Behind the headlines, “Hidden Girl,” the memoir of a child slave.      

 

 (Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello, I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, combating sexual assault.  

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Reports of sexual assault in the military rose 50 percent last year.  

That’s good news even though it doesn’t sound like it because the Pentagon credits its 

own campaign encouraging women and men to come forward.  The Pentagon says it will 

now intensify its focus on getting men to report sexual assault.  Men victims underreport 

more often than women, despite being abused in greater numbers.   

 

According to the Associated Press, men accounted for only 14 percent of reported 

incidents last year and most cases of sexual assault on college campuses also go 

unreported.  A White House task force this week released its first report, along with a 

star-studded public service announcement emphasizing the role men must play in 

prevention.  

 

STEVE CARRELL:  It’s happening to our sisters and our daughters.  

 

DANIEL CRAIG:  Our wives and our friends.    

 

SETH MEYERS:  It’s called sexual assault and it has to stop.   

 

DULE HILL:  We have to stop it.   

 

MR. CRAIG:  Because one is too many.   

 

VICE PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN:  I can’t say it often enough.  It doesn’t matter 

what coat she was wearing, whether she drank too much, whether it was in the back of a 

car, in her room, on the street.  It does not matter.  It does not matter if she initially said 

yes and then changed her mind and said no.  No means no.   

 

(End video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  So Congresswoman Norton, are men the missing link to ending 

sexual assault?   

 



DEL. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON (D-DC):  Oh, Bonnie, we are not going to 

eliminate sexual assault until we bring men into the tent to discuss everything from 

psychology to strategy.   

 

KELLYANNE CONWAY:  The fastest way for men to stop sexual assault of 

women is to stop sexually assaulting women.  And this, of course, begins with our 

culture, but also begins at home.  I think girls need to realize from the men in their lives 

that they are respected without being exhibitionists. 

 

ANUSHAY HOSSAIN:  I think that ultimately – I mean, it’s great that the White 

House guidelines are out, but ultimately, it’s the colleges that have to pay a really huge 

role in stopping those.  I mean, the Center for Public Integrity found that colleges almost 

never expel for assault.   

 

DARLENE KENNEDY:  You know, the crime of sexual assault is unacceptable 

and it happens to men as well as – you know, women as well as men.  And it takes the 

responsibility of all of us, regardless of gender to combat this problem.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, this week, we had several major events.  There was sexual 

assault on college campuses with Joe Biden coming out and leading the charge 

apparently or trying to end it.  Then, the Department of Education released the names of 

55 schools, where there were complaints of sexual assault that hadn’t been properly 

followed up on.  So should women be leading this charge or men?  I mean, up to now it’s 

been Gloria Steinem and, you know, the younger feminists.  Is it a good thing or a bad 

thing?   

 

DEL. NORTON:  You know, I think the president ought to be leading this charge 

the way he is now.  This began with the president saying within 90 days they would have 

what has now just been released.  You put this all the way up to the highest office, you 

get more attention and the next thing that they did that was really important, since the 

only thing they could do or thought they could do until now, was to either cut off the 

funding or do nothing.  But that turns out to be something that may be even more 

effective, let everybody know what campuses sexual assault is occurring on.   

 

MS. CONWAY:  Transparency and shame has been surely lacking.  And I think 

you need a deft combination of both.  In some of the articles that we’ve read for today, 

Bonnie, it was revealed that Columbia University has – 

 

MS. ERBE:  My alma mater.  

 

MS. CONWAY:  Your alma mater.  And you know, they pride themselves on 

being this open-minded progressive, feminists.  That all goes down the drain in my view 

if you are protecting the predators – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Of course.   

 



MS. CONWAY:  – and shaming the victims.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  Exactly.  I think victim blaming is still a huge problem.  Still, in 

2014, telling women not to drink, what are you wearing.  We need to start telling men 

that it’s not acceptable.  I feel like we’re having – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Don’t they know – I mean, come on.  I agree with you – 

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  I think they know it’s acceptable – 

 

MS. ERBE:  No, no, no, they know it’s acceptable?  I think – 

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  No, they know it’s unacceptable, but they also know that they’re 

going to get away with it.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  It’s not unacceptable.  It’s tolerated.  And it’s tolerated until we 

do something about it.  And frankly, we just have done.  Think about it.  How did we get 

rid of the blaming of women for rape?  We got into those police departments, we got into 

where the enforcement was.  We have transformed how women who claim they were 

raped would be treated.  We’ve got to do something that is the corollary of that with 

campuses and not just campuses, but high schools – 

 

MS. ERBE:  And the military.  Well, there were developments on the military, 

too.   

 

MS. KENNEDY:  Yeah, I’m glad you mentioned it.  Yeah, education needs to 

start as early as possible.  You know, that list of 55, what I found a little – well, 

fascinating in not a good way, is that there was a medical school and a law school on that 

list, which shows that you even get to the next level of higher education and it’s still 

happening.  And it’s unfortunate that we’re in this position, but we need to be aggressive.  

And I think having men involved in this dialogue is important because they’re fathers, 

they’re husbands, they’re brothers, and who better to help with the fight than men?   

 

MS. CONWAY:  But look, these college campuses also now offer curriculum and 

propose this hook up culture.  And the Yale Law School, where Congresswoman Norton 

and my husband went, it’s a school that have Sex Week at Yale, you know, a whole week 

of how to use sex toys and that yes means yes or no means – it’s just – I mean, why do 

we need that as part of the college experience?  I mean, I would love for somebody to 

explain that to me, too, because that would never justify sexual assault or rape, of course.  

But you can’t – you know, we just can’t all be feint shock when things like this happen 

when all around us, it’s sort of – you know, it’s cool to be an exhibitionist.  It’s cool to, 

you know, push the envelope and explore your youth.  And then we’re shocked.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  But we have to make sure the message doesn’t become that it’s 

cool to rape.  I mean, going back to – 

 



MS. CONWAY:  Nobody thinks that.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  Yeah, but going back to the Center of Public Integrity report, 

they found that colleges almost never expel for assault, but they’ll expel for cheating.  So 

we need to give the same message to your students, to your peers that cheating, sexual 

assault it’s not acceptable.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  You know what?  Men need to take charge of this issue at least 

50-50.  Until men talk to men, we can’t talk to them.  That’s why I say psychology and 

strategy.  How do we tell them what to do?   

 

MS. ERBE:  That’s a fascinating point.   

 

MS. CONWAY:  And you agree with Republicans that we should have two-

parent households.   

 

MS. ERBE:  But I want to get back to what we – the bite we show of Vice 

President Biden saying, you know, no means no, which – nobody’s going to disagree 

with that in any way.  But I wonder the message of even if she’s drunk, even if she’s this, 

does that let college girls think it’s okay to get drunk and somehow – 

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  This is exactly what my point was earlier.  We can’t – if you’re 

drunk, if you’re sober, you’re never asking for it.  This kind of attitude – 

 

MS. ERBE:  No, but – 

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  But if you keep telling women that – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Anushay, but listen to me.  If you’re sober, you’re going to guard 

yourself a lot more carefully – 

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  And say no.   

 

MS. ERBE:  And you’re going to say no a lot louder and at first.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  But then I also – 

 

MS. ERBE:  I think it’s – you know, as a college student myself, I was not getting 

high or getting drunk.  I’d already done that in high school and gotten beyond it.  

(Laughter.)  But I really think that it’s a bad message to say to girls that men – you know 

– that it’s safe for them to go to these parties and get drunk and that men won’t take 

advantage of them.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  No, I mean definitely if you’re sober, you have – you know, 

you’re obviously more aware of what’s going on.  But the fact is we can’t – we need to 

tell men that they shouldn’t rape, not women don’t get drunk, so you won’t get raped.  I 



mean, a lot of things can happen if you’re drunk.  You can get hit by a car, a lot of things 

can happen.  But we need to tell men more that it’s not okay to drug women.  it’s not 

okay if she’s, you know, a little bit looser because she’s drunk, no pun indented, that you 

can go ahead and have some – 

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  But if I had a college-aged daughter, I would say to her, look, don’t 

go to these parties or certainly don’t go stoned on alcohol.   

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  But would you tell your son as much don’t drug women?   

 

DEL. NORTON:  Of course you would.  But this is another part of the culture, 

which is the drinking.  This culture is about sex and it’s about drinking.  And the drinking 

goes on across genders and the sex does too, except much of the sex is coerced.  Drinking 

is not.   

 

MS. CONWAY:  Prescription drug use now – 

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Let us know what you think.  Please follow me on Twitter 

at Bonnie Erbe.  From men ending sexual assault to men supporting gender equality.   

 

(Begin video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  Why don’t more men campaign for gender equality?  Of the 100 top 

selling books out now about women and business only four were written by men.  None 

of those cracked the top 25.  One explanation is simple, sexism.  Some men do not want 

to give up the power they already hold, but other men could be silent because they’re 

afraid they won’t be taken seriously.  Adam Grant, a professor and author, who 

frequently writes about gender inequality, says his experienced this first hand.        

 

ADAM GRANT:  Firstly, I’ve written a couple of articles in the past year 

advocating for women in leadership roles.  And in both cases, I’ve had readers write back 

and say, well, you’re a men, why are you writing about women?   

 

MS. ERBE:  Research has shown that men who advocate for women’s rights are 

treated with hostility and suspicion by both men and women.  How can men become 

more willing to act as allies?  Some subtle but important changes in attitude and language 

may prove vital.   

 



MR. GRANT:  Just labeling a group as men and women supporting women, as 

opposed to just saying this is a group supporting women, makes it clear to men that their 

participation is legitimate.   

 

(End video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  So should we – I found it fascinating when he said when he stands 

up for women in public, other women say, why are you doing this, you’re a man.  Is that 

a bad idea or a good idea?   

 

MS. CONWAY:  I’m not surprised at all.  The entire feminist movement has been 

anti-male.  It has been pro-women.  Oh, come on.  I mean, the war on women, they’re 

even trying against female candidates now who you’re supposed to think don’t have a 

clue as to women even though they’re women.  This has been decidedly (intimate ?).  

Look at half of the commercials in the sitcoms on TV.  The man is so stupid he can’t 

open up the garbage bag.  He can’t – he doesn’t know how to walk the dog properly.  

You know, we’ve been hurting our men, and particularly our boys, our sons, by making 

them think that they can’t be part of the conversation, by making them think that women 

empowerment somehow doesn’t – 

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  But let me ask you, but I make this comparison.  Maybe I’m wrong.  

But how would it – you know, a white person couldn’t have led the Civil Rights 

movement in the ’60s and ’70s.  I mean, if there were no Martin Luther King, he couldn’t 

have been replaced by a white guy.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  Let first start with the beginning days.  It’s never been a group 

of any kind that achieved what it wanted to achieve unless it’s own people willing to get 

out there and speak for themselves.  That didn’t mean that in Civil Rights movement 

there were not white allies and there were huge numbers of – but if black people hadn’t 

gotten up – now, women, frankly, have only now begun to tackle some of these issues.  

So I am not so surprised that it’s women-led.  And they’re talking about women’s rights.  

I don’t believe we ought to expect men to be the first ones that jump up.  They ought to 

be brought into the conversation.  When we’re talking about sexual assault, that’s 

different.  Both parties need to be equally held responsible there and particularly the men 

who are often the perpetrators.  If they’re not in the conversation, it’s going to go on.  

And this one, you’d expect women to be in the leadership.  In time, you’d want to bring 

men in, particularly since women want to get where men all are.   

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  We have a documentary coming up, by the way, at the end of this 

month that I shot in Rio last year, and it’s all about bringing men into – these are men in 

the favelas, the slums, bringing them – getting them to do – you know – to appreciate 

their wives, get away from domestic violence.  Don’t hit the kids, don’t hit the wife, start 



doing half the homecare and childcare.  So the women, therefore, get to get out of the 

house, get educated, and have decent jobs. 

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  It’s understandable because it the women’s movement there’s so 

much emphasis on the history of women’s oppression that we sometime forget to include 

and we become dismissive of, our greatest allies, which are really men.  So we definitely 

need to change this attitude.  I was shocked hearing about women being like, why would 

you care.  Of course men are going to care.  We want them to care.   

 

MS. KENNEDY:  You know, I think the men should have a sit at the table, and 

more importantly – you know – because I can look at my own childhood, and my dad – 

you know – I guess you want to call him a feminist, I guess you can because he said, you 

know, you can go and do whatever you want to do and he cried like a baby when I 

graduated law school.  So I mean, I think that it’s a good thing that – but again, like 

Eleanor said, it takes both parties.  And you have to – if you’re not going to fight for it 

and you want it, then why would you want anyone else to be a part of it.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  But also often in a lot of societies – I mean, I grew up in 

Bangladesh – men are the ones with the power.  And if my father – I always say he was a 

natural feminist.  He didn’t push for all four of his daughters, not only to be, you know, 

secondary educated, but higher education, you know, all the way as far as you can go, 

you know, we would have been married off at 16 or 17.  So it’s really important.   

 

MS. ERBE:  But I just wonder, quickly, there’s a whole lot of money in nationally 

and internationally foundations, most of it progressive to support women’s issues and 

educating girls and feeding girls and giving maternal and child health care.  And I see, 

because I’m in that world a lot, that there’re more groups coming up saying, well, we got 

to get the men involved here, too.  We got to put money towards programs that teach 

them how – you know, to be good fathers.  So is the final phase of feminism bringing 

men into the picture?   

 

MS. CONWAY:  Well, I think those are two different questions.  Helping people 

internationally who don’t have clean water, enough to eat, or education, or where girls 

are treated like third class citizens, that’s different to me than feminism in 2014, in the 

United States, where most women don’t even call themselves feminists.  I wouldn’t 

expect most men to call themselves feminists.  I think – 

 

MS. ERBE:  But there’re a lot – there still are – I don’t know the numbers, but I 

run into in the world that we live in, in covering events and stuff, tons of men and women 

who call themselves feminists.   

 

MS. CONWAY:  Yeah, but all the polling data shows rebirth – 

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. CONWAY:  Okay.   



 

MS. HOSSAIN:  Yeah, especially amongst young women.   

 

MS. CONWAY:  In any event, to me, I think it’s a very noble goal.  I’d love to 

see the first lady do something about it, frankly.  You know, making sure these girls all 

over the world are treated the way, frankly, we are in this country.  So I’m reluctant to 

conflate the two about is this the last chapter of feminism in this country helping people 

around the globe who don’t have some of the basic privileges that we have.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Your thoughts, Eleanor.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  Well, I think bringing men into it is the final phase.  It’s not 

going to happen until you have so shown the importance of it to the group involved that 

others come in and say we want to be a part of your cause.   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Here we go.  Thank you.  From the U.S. to Nigeria.  More 

than 200 girls abducted from their school are still missing.  This is several weeks ago.  

It’s believed they may have been forced to marry their captors.  Ritu Sharma of Women 

Thrive says the girls were targeted because they were students.   

 

RITU SHARMA:  (From tape.)  This terrorist organization has been very clear 

that girls’ education, women’s empowerment is not something that they want to see.  It is 

actively part of their agenda to kill, name, and murder girls and women who try to step 

out of line.  There’s absolutely something that we can do about this.  We have legislation 

pending in the U.S. Congress called the International Violence Against Women Act.  

Congress needs to get off its rear end and pass this legislation now. 

 

MS. ERBE:  And it was just towards Thursday night, I believe, the end of this 

week, there was another bombing in Nigeria by this same terrorist group apparently.  And 

Ritu says there is something we can do.  Why aren’t we doing it?   

 

DEL. NORTON:  Well, you wouldn’t expect this Congress –it’s on track to be the 

least productive in American history – to be doing this or anything else.  But since I’m a 

co-sponsor of this International Violence Against Women Act, I don’t want us to get our 

hopes up too high.  This wouldn’t reach Bangladesh or Nigeria or around the world.  It 

would put into law some of what, frankly, is already going on in this country.  And it 

would elevate the issue coming from the United States Congress, so that it would get the 

kind of attention of other legislatures around the world and would lead to activism around 

the world.  And that’s what we need, activism in those countries, because out of that 

activism will come change.  I’m not sure how you could get it when they abduct all your 

girls and marry them off into harems.   

 

MS. ERBE:  I’ve been wondering, why isn’t there more outrage, not just in this 

country, but around the world, about these girls?  They’ve been – 20 of them gone, being 

raped, being sex slaves, et cetera.   

 



MS. HOSSAIN:  I do have to say, though, I agree with Eleanor.  I think the 

International Violence Against Women Act is a great piece of legislation, but all our 

answers don’t lie there.  All the solutions don’t lie there.  What I think we need is what 

we’re actually seeing now.  I mean, the outrage in Nigeria, the mothers are organizing, 

the activists are organizing, I actually felt like this was a headline that was about to go 

away.  They started a hashtag saying bring our daughters home.  They’re demanding that 

the government do something.  I mean – 

 

MS. ERBE:  There’s also a hashtag with a lot of play, #WeCare – 

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  Yes, exactly.   

 

MS. ERBE:  – which went viral on Twitter.  

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  So I feel like it has to be homegrown grassroots activism, and 

what we’re seeing is it’s happening in Nigeria.  So the International Violence Against 

Women Act is a great piece of legislation, but exactly as Eleanor said, it’s connecting the 

dots between Capitol Hill and Nigeria and Dhaka and Burkina Faso, you know, it’s a 

stretch.   

 

MS. KENNEDY:  Yeah, I was just going to say, you know, and it’s unfortunate 

because this is not the first incident.  It has happened quite a bit.  I was reading an article 

where 139 – I guess they were students at a Catholic school in one of the countries in 

Africa, and they were able – the sister, one of the nuns was able to negotiate all but 30 of 

them.  It’s like 139 were taken and she was able to negotiate the freedom of them, except 

for about 30 girls.  So this is not a new issue.  These parents have been dealing with this 

for a very long time.  And it’s so sad because a mom and a dad who don’t have a lot are 

sending their kids to get an education, and particularly their daughters, they want the best 

for their daughters and they – 

 

MS. ERBE:  And what the terrorists want is girls not – 

 

MS. KENNEDY:  Not to go to school.   

 

MS. ERBE:  They literally say we don’t want you educated.  You know, we want 

you barefoot and pregnant.  Behind the headlines, we recently spoke with a former child 

slave.  At age eight Shyima Hall’s parents sold her to another family.  Five years later, a 

simple phone call saved her life.  Now, at 24, the Egyptian native wants to pay it forward 

by sharing her story.   

 

(Begin video segment.)   

 

SHYIMA HALL:  I think that’s part of it why, you know, I wrote the book too, 

and I finally (agreed ?) to do something like this.  So people seeing that all this doesn’t 

happen.  It’s not a history book situation.  It’s things that happen now.   

 



MS. ERBE:  In her new book “Hidden Girl” Shyima recounts the day she became 

a slave in Egypt.  Her older sister was accused of stealing from an employer.  To settle 

the debt and avoid jail, the family gave away young Shyima.   

 

MS. HALL:  I remember – (inaudible) – my mom and telling them how she stole 

money.  I remember all that.  I was right there with her.  But it was just a sudden thing 

and it was kind of like done and over with.  That’s it.   

 

MS. ERBE:  The last time Shyima saw her parents was when her captors 

announced their plans to relocate to the U.S. with Shyima.   

 

MS. HALL:  They came over and they told them we want her to come with us to 

finish, you know, more of her debt and everything else.  And the – (audio break) – 

 

MS. ERBE:  She didn’t attend school or have any friends.   

 

MS. HALL:  I didn’t know that everything that was happening was wrong.  So to 

me was like, okay, well, I’m here.  I’m meant for this, this is it for me, you know, like I 

don’t own my life.  It’s not mine.  It belongs to these people that makes up 24/7 cleaning 

and getting food ready and taking care of their kids.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Shyima’s captors constantly reminded her.  Escape was impossible 

and far too dangerous.   

 

MS. HALL:  You always have in the back of your head them saying, you know, if 

the cops ever finds you, you’re going to get beat up.  You’ll never see your family again.  

You go to jail for the rest of your life because you’re not supposed to be here.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Shyima was enslaved for three years in Irvine, California.  Then, one 

day, a concerned neighbor called the authorities.   

 

MS. HALL:  And they said that, you know, hey, there’s something wrong.  

There’s a little girl in the house and she never leaves.  We always see her cleaning around 

or putting things away.   

 

MS. ERBE:  The police came to the house.   

 

MS. HALL:  And as I was leaving, he was – he told them like – he told me like in 

Arabic, like, don’t tell them you work for us.   

 

MS. ERBE:  The family was eventually arrested.  The husband served three years 

in jail and his wife two years.  Shyima never went back to Egypt.  Today, she’s a wife, 

mother, and U.S. citizen.  Her goal is to become an Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement agent.   

 



MS. HALL:  I can help somebody else and bring their self back, you know, tell 

them they’re somebody and they matter.   

 

(End video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  You know, you see these women coming out of a situation like that 

and you think what is it in her that got her through that and that she could go back to be a 

normal and healthy and productive member of society.   

 

MS. CONWAY:  None better and resolve to help other people who may be in that 

situation.  That’s a true profile and courage.  I think the word hero is bandied about far 

too often these days.  That’s a type of person that we should be emulating and listening to 

her story because unfortunately I don’t think it’s as rare as people in this country realize.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Yeah, I mean, UN says, there, what – 200 – 27 million slaves, 

domestic slaves, sex slaves, 80 percent of them women being trafficked.  It’s in essence 

modern day slavery around the world – 

 

DEL. NORTON:  We know about – 

 

MS. ERBE:  – and it’s growing because of the Internet and it’s growing here in 

the United States.   

 

DEL. NORTON:  We know about trafficking more than we know about this kind 

of slavery.  This is old fashion slavery.  You sell somebody to do some work.  And I 

think this needs far more exposure.  Where is this coming from?  What societies routinely 

do this?  I wouldn’t have thought of Egypt particularly.  Now, that I see Egypt, I now 

know it must be a worldwide phenomenon.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  It’s a problem all around the world and it’s a $9.5 billion 

industry.  Apparently child slavery and selling children is number three after arms and 

drugs, is the most profiting kind of trafficking – 

 

MS. ERBE:  And you’d think in this day and age it would be on the decline or 

nonexistent.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  Oh, no, it’s actually – 

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  – is really increasing.   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  And you would think that the U.S. wouldn’t be such a major 

destination.  It’s a top destination for child traffickers and it’s also major transit country.  

So it’s mindboggling if you think about it.     

 



MS. ERBE:  Well, what do you think should be done?   

 

MS. HOSSAIN:  Well, I actually agree with her.  I thought it was very interesting 

that she said that she wants to get involved with Customs and Immigration and be a law 

enforcement agent because I can tell you.  They have a lot of power and a lot of authority.  

I mean, they get to pretty much interview and meet and pull aside basically everyone 

that’s coming inside U.S.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Thank you.  That’s it for this edition.  Please follow me on Twitter 

and visit our website PBS.org/tothecontrary.  And whether you agree or think to the 

contrary, see you next week. 

 

(END) 

 


