PLEASE DO NOT USE PRIVATELY OWNED APES IN DOCUMENTARIES

I WILL BE HAPPY TO WORK WITH YOU TO CREATE A POLICY FOR YOUR COMPANY ON THIS ISSUE. FOR MORE INFO PLEASE EMAIL: 

Dr. Brian Hare  b.hare@duke.edu

PROBLEM: 
In the past 12 months multiple documentaries by major film companies have used privately owned chimpanzees (Hollywood/ pet chimpanzees) in documentaries on chimpanzee intelligence and behavior. 

FACTS: 
All major scientific, welfare and health organizations have policies against the use of any privately owned primate in any type of film (see a sample of position statements below).  Unfortunately there are no federal laws against owning a pet chimpanzee (or any other primate) in the U.S.  There are over 700 pet chimpanzees in the U.S.  Some may have been smuggled from Africa, and most are abused and end up in horrific conditions once they reach adolescence. 

By using privately owned chimpanzees, film companies:
	support the abuse and trade of an endangered animal
	impede the conservation of wild chimpanzees by making US NGOs in Africa look hypocritical for telling Africans not to have pet apes when U.S. citizens are allowed


SOLUTION: 
Please help us protect the great apes – and help us work to END the private ownership of chimpanzees and great apes in the U.S. Create a policy at your company regarding the use of great apes, primates or any privately owned exotic animal in documentaries. Set an example for the rest of the entertainment industry.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF UNITES STATES
The HSUS opposes the use of captive wild animals as performers in circuses, film and television, and commercials. An ever-growing body of scientific literature supports the contention that wild animals such as elephants and great apes possess highly developed emotional complexity, and that their psychological and social needs are difficult to satisfy in a captive setting. The risk of harm to people interacting with them in a performance setting poses undue risk for all concerned. More broadly, few custodians of these long-lived animals provide cradle-to-grave care for wild animals once their careers are over. They are sometimes sold into the exotic animal trade, and channeled to private owners, laboratories, canned hunts, or substandard "sanctuaries" where the animals would face obvious and unacceptable threats to their well-being. With the increasing number of circuses that entertain without the use of wild animals, and the advent of animatronics, there is a less compelling need than ever for the use of wild animals in entertainment, and The HSUS supports a termination of their use for this purpose.  [this and other policy statements can be found at
http://www.hsus.org/about_us/statements/] 

ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS
Apes, including chimpanzees gorillas, bonobos, orangutans and gibbons are intelligent, sensitive, long-lived and highly social animals. As humans closest living relatives, they are fascinating, and ape infants are magnetically appealing, These attributes have made apes popular as performers in commercial entertainment and advertising programs. But this popularity and attractiveness masks the often cruel and dangerous practices commonly required to make apes compliant in such appearances. This white paper presents  a brief summary of the justification for: 1) Eliminating the use of apes as performers in commercial entertainment. 2) Establishing standards to ensure that the public presentations and interpretive programs portray apes respectfully and accurately represent the biology and conservation status of apes. 
For details: http://www.aza.org/white-paper-apes-in-media-and-commercial-performances/

INTERNATIONAL PRIMATOLOGICAL SOCIETY
WHEREAS live nonhuman primates are often portrayed in the media as frivolous caricatures of humans, dressed in clothing and trained to do tricks on command for the amusement of the general public but with disregard to the welfare and conservation consequences; and WHEREAS many nonhuman primates used as actors in movies and television and as photo props for commercials and greeting cards are often removed from their mothers shortly after birth and are denied opportunities for normal social and psychological development; and WHEREAS the use of nonhuman primates in this industry often involves aversive techniques to maintain control of these animals; and WHEREAS the inappropriate portrayal of nonhuman primates inaccurately conveys their biology and conservation status and may affect public attitudes including those in range countries where interactions with these animals have potential damaging consequences; and WHEREAS evidence suggests that many nonhuman primate species are susceptible to many of the pathogenic infections that afflict humans and the transmission of infection can occur in both directions, especially in performing circumstances in which primates are in direct proximity with public audiences including children and the elderly, The International Primatological Society therefore opposes the use of nonhuman primates as performers, photo props or actors.

http://www.internationalprimatologicalsociety.org/OppositionToTheUseOfNonhumanPrimatesInTheMedia.cfm


Links relevant to the problem of Privately Owned Chimpanzees 

News reports: 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/22425001/vp/29462809#29462809

Articles/ Newspaper coverage:
http://hsus.typepad.com/wayne/2009/02/chimp-attack.html

www.nytimes.com/2009/02/25/opinion/25wed4.html.

http://tinyurl.com/cc5ugh.
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http://www.thankingthemonkey.com/docs/HollywoodStories.pdf

Youtube video of 911 cal during the attack of Travis (warning! Graphic!)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgS0KgT5APc

Legislation Under Consideration: 
Find information on the Human Society’s website about the Captive Primate Safety Act and from which you can send a letter to you senators urging them to support the legislation. Go to: https://community.hsus.org/campaign/FED_2009_primates_pets3.

Humane Society Resources
http://www.hsus.org/hsi/wildlife/primates_under_threat/primates_exploited_live.html 

http://www.hsus.org/wildlife/issues_facing_wildlife/should_wild_animals_be_kept_as_pets/fact_and_fiction_monkeys_and_apes_as_pets.html




